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GENUINE MEMOIRS 


of Mrs. ABINGTON. 


[ With an Elegant Encravins. ] 


y © T a period in which 
CR Biography 
es A ¥a} is fo eagerly read, 

BA hs} that volumes are not 
t < } only written, contain- 
one"SerSere"° ing accounts of our per- 
formers, but that it is one principal ob- 
jet of Magazines in general, to give 
the private lives of thofé who entertain 
their Readers upon the Stage, it would 
be furprifing, if fuch a diftinguith- 
ed crnament of the Drama as Mrs, 
Abington, was not to excite an ex- 
traordinary fhare of attention 3 we are 
happy, therefore, in an opportunity of 
gratifying public curiofity; and we 
flatter ourfelves, that in the prefent 
cafe at leaft, we fhall do it with 
more authenticity than any of our 
Competitors, 

Mrs, Abington’s name before her 
marriage was Barton. Her family, as 
appears by the lives of the Aétors, pub- 
lied in 1771, is antient and ho- 
nourable ; but her genius for the 
Stage being ftronger than the moft 
earneft admonition of her friends, 


fhe became a candidate for theatri- 
cal fame at a very early age, and 
difcovered fuch uncommon talents for 
Comedy, that the Dublin Patentees, 
thinking it highly their intereft to ob- 
tain the affiflance of fo powerful an 
auxiliary, made her fuch propofals as 
tempted her to leave this kingdom. 
The Dublin Audiences are paffionate 
admirers of the Drama, and the claf- 
fical education generally given to all 
orders of the people, makes them very 
able judges of Dramatic Reprefenta- 
tions. —It muft therefore be imagined, 
that in a City where Mrs. Abington 
was a total ftranger, and where there 
were neither the riches nor the num- 
bers of an Englifh ‘vietropolis, to croud 
the houfes conitantly, her merit muft 
have been very great to fill the Thea* . 
tre every night fhe performed, and to 
conftitute her the firft objeét of univer- 
fal admiration. Becoming however the 
Cara, as Cibber exprefies it, of the 
Irifh Stage, Mrs. Abington continued 
afew feafons in Dublin, and on he, | 
return to London, engaged at Drury, 

Pz - Lane 
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Lane, where her talents foon gave her 
an unrival’d pre-eminence in Come- 
dy.—Poffefling all the humour of Mrs. 
Clive, with all that the Laureat has 
told us of Mrs. Oldfield’s elegance, 
fhe grew equally celebrated in the 
loweit parts of Farce, and in the 
higheft charaéters of Brilliancy; and 
was as much applauded in Mrs, Cad- 
wallader, as in Charlotte in the Hy- 
pocrite. A ftronger proof of this 
comic univerfality could not be given, 
than what fhe manifefted at her bene- 
fit during the courfe of the late month ; 
when, zh the finifhed Millamant of 
Congreve, fhe played the hardly hia- 
man Hoyden of Vanbrugh, with an 
excellence wholly inimitable.— Yet in- 
deed, when this Lady’s accomplifh- 
ments, both natural and acquired, are 
confidered ; when we remember the 
harmony of her perfon, together with 
the cultivation of her mind; and re- 
colleé&t the great efteem in which fhe 
is held by the moft eminent names for 
rank, genius, and literature ; we need 
not befurprized at the exquisite manner 
in which fhe executes fuch very op- 
pofite Characters, but, on the contrary, 
fhould wifh that her excurfions were a 
little more frequent to the Theatri- 
cal Antipodes. 

In our Magazine for February, 
1773, we made a comparative enquiry 
inty the talents neceffary for a Tragic 
and a Comic Performer, and pronounc- 
ed, upon the moft rational grounds, 
that excellence was infinitely more 
difficult to be attained by the latter than 
the firft.—We then obferved, ‘¢ that 
** the Paffons are within the reach of 
‘* many; but that the manners are 
** only to be touched off exquifitely 
** by a few ; that every body can feel 
** Difirefs, and exprefs Refintment ; 
** but that the number is very limited 
** which can point a ftroke of humour, 
** entcr delicately into the minute- 
** neffes of real life, and una@ the 
‘* Actor into the abfolute identity of 
“* his charatier.—We obferved, that 
“* performers, thas uncommonly ca- 
“* pital, play def, by never feeming 
*S to play @¢ all; and that they muft 
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‘ be peculiarly born no lefs for their 
‘ ftile of acting, than perfettly ac. 
* quainted with the world,"to give the 
‘ fuperlative finifhings of nicety, w 
‘¢ the meaning of their Author.” 

It is however unneceflary to dwell 
upon the merits of this very eminent 
Aétrefs; the moft celebrated of our 
Comic Poets have paid a proper tribute 
to her abilities in various prefaces, 
and candidly acknowledged how much 
they ftood indebted to her for the 
eftablifhment of their reputation.— 
Befides, her intrinfic confequence to the 
Theatre is beft feen in the extentive 
round of bufinefs which fhe is engaged 
in. In the courfe of the feafon the 
frequently plays more than an hundred 
nights, and all principal characters; 
fuch as Eftifania, Conftantia, -the 
Widow Belmour, Penelope, Mifs Ruf- 
port, and Mifs Walfingham.— Having 
thus confidered her .in her profeffion, 
let us now look at her conduct in pri- 
vate life. 

Placed from her fituation as an Ac. 
trefs, in a confpicuous point of view, 
and wholly at liberty to purfue her 
own inclinations, her behaviour is fo 
correct, her deportment fo proper, and 
fo perfectly under the guidance of 
the ftriéteft decorum, that it is 00 
wonder fhe experiences the protedtion 
and efteem of’ the moft worthy fi- 
milies in the kingdom.—Among the 
many qualities for which fhe 1s de- 
fervedly beloved, her filial affection to 
a venerable father fhould not be over- 
looked ; but indeed nature, which has 
given her an enlarged underitanding, 
has given her alfoa large fhare of fen- 
fibility; and it would. be ftrange if, 
while the was acting with integrity and 
benevolence to the world in general, 
fhe fhould not be exemplary at home, 
Yet this woman, juftly admired asfhe, 
is in public, and inoffenfive, nay, truly 
amiable as fhe is in private life; can no 
more efcape the tongue of flander than 
her betters ; calumny has been buly 
with her name ; and what renders the 
cruelty unpardonable, we hear that fhe 
has been chiefly traduced through the 
envy of one malignant individual of a 

: ow 
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own Theatre, where there are fo many 
witnefles to this real fketch of her cha- 
racter.—T he individual alluded to, has 
already felt the refentment of the Town 
for his illiberality to other performers, 
and poflibly if he perfeveres, he will 
ee ee : 


find that a London audience may e/- 
fentially punith the turpitude of his 
heart, though they have hitherto in- 
dulgently pardon’d the exceffes of his 
vanity. 
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PICTURES: of the 


Hominem pagina noftra fapit. 


Mayors, ALpERMEN, ComMMON 


CouNcIL. 

very curious groupe of Animals ! 

Had I Hogarth’s pencil, I could 
draw them more in character than it 
is pofible to defcribe them. Thrfe 
here are gentlemen of very great con- 
fequence in Corporation-towns, and 
are generally dubbed Sguires; and 
truly very pretty ones they make! 
There’s my friend Sguire Strap the 
fhoemaker cuts a very good figure at 
his bufinefs ; but when ‘he is wrapped 
up in his fur gown, and has got about 
a couple of dozen Common Council- 
men at his-heels, he looks exactly like 
an owl followed by a flock of tom- 
tits in. a fummer's day. Here are 
Squires among butchers, bakers, tin- 
kers, blackfmiths, and, in fact, in 
every order ; and Squires too who can 
do honour to a fmoaking firloin of 
beef — pluin - pudding —a_ tankard 
of ale, and a pipe of tobacco; fo that 
if they excel in nothing elfe, it can’t 
be denied but they do it in eating and 
drinking. 

Hair-pressers, TAYLORS. 

IF the Romans had a fett. of fabu- 
lous Gods amongft. them, the Englifh 
are not much behind them.—But it 
is enough to make one laugh to think 
they worfhip Barbers and ‘Taylors, 
tho’ it is really fact. Thofe are the 
deities who make the Gentleman: and, 
my flars! only think what a number 
of sheir making tarn out of London eve- 
ty Sunday! One may fee apprentices, 
who have been all .the week confined 
behind the counter, ftrutting forth in 
{carlet and gold, :a long fword, look- 
ing as big as City Aldermen on 2 
Lord Mayor's day ; And if you {peak 
fo any of ’em, you have only this re- 


TIMES. 


Mart. 


ply—‘* Demme, Sir, if you affront a 
‘* gemman, d'ye fee, demme, I’ll run 
** you thro’ the body, by G-d.” 


Tempora mutantiy, & nos mutamur in illis, 


ATToRNEYS’-CLERKS. 

IN London thefe pretty creatures 
are feldom feen till the evening, when 
they faften on their fwords, «place on 
their cockaded hats, and ftrut to the 
Play-houfe or fome other pubiic place, 
where they difcover their accomplifh- 
ments jn impudence, {wearing, lying, 
andeother fimilar polite qualities. In 
general they {wear a tolerable fick; 
—lie with a good grace ; - and, at laf, 
put a devilifo bold face on rhe matter. 
They ogle every woman they meet; --- 
talk of Ladies of quality they are in- 
timately acquainted with; and d—n 
their fouls if they have not a dozen 
invitations to different noblemen. 
Thefe animals are very ‘harmlefs—~ 
and do no manner of mifchief but 
with their tongues. In idea they 
knock down watchmen—break lamps 
—kick up confounded dufis—lay waiters 
behind the fire—and play fell with 
every body they meet; but in every 
other refpect they are as peaceable as 
lambs —— and fitat the defk with 
the moft philofophic eafe imaginable, 
The Country Gentlemen are very diffe- 
rent from the Town. Their /um- 
mum bonum lies in drinking them- 
feves dead drunk——{wearing like any, 
_mad—playing fmoak with the girls— 
hunting like devils—and being mon- 
frrous jolly fellows Thefe are not 
quite fo harmlefs as the others—their 
manners being more’ rough—their 
behaviours lefs engaging——and their 
afeéted airs fo intolerable that they are 
fcarce bearable. But to leave them, 
and ‘peak of the Difcipies of 
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GALEN. 

THE Phyfical Gentry a& more cau- 
tioufly than any other profefiion, and 
feldom let any one underftand them ; 
tho’ there are many of the young ones 
much better verfed in <Arifforle than 
Hippocrates, and know as little of Phy- 
ficas of any thing elfe. Their curious 
manner of talking puts me in mind 
of Coben’s Exhibition, where for about 
fixpence, he gives you more than soo 


technical terms of phyfic—and talks 
as familiarly of the thorax and abdo. 
meh, lobes of the lungs, the pericar. 
dium, the omentum, doubling of the 
ilia, vefica urinalis, ureters, and emul. 
gents, as if every body underftood him, 
When Iam able to comprehend them 
(and I am now ftudying a Phyfical 
Diétionary) I fhall mention them more 
particularly. 


B. 
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ANECDOTE of LADY BRIDGET T 


R. T being a Sea Officer, 

her Ladyfhip folicited Lord 

S— for promotion. His Lordfhip an- 
{wered, ** That it was not in his power 
€€to advance Mr. S—wunlefs he was 
“¢ employed.” — ‘* O, (replied Lady 
«¢ Bridget) [ have no objection to his 
«*¢ departure ; — and [ am fure he has 


E. 
“6 none, my Lord; for Fame is his 
‘© Miftrefs, and you know I am only 
“ his Wife.” 

% 

A YOUNG Buck took notice up. 
on the late marriage of Lady Mary 
H-y, thar L—d Lr was now & 
a fair way to aouble Cape Hirn, 
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MONTHLY anno CRITICAL REVIEW, 


Political Difquifitions: or,~.an Enguiry into 
Public Errors, Defects, and Abufes, $wo. 
€s.- boards, Dilly. 

Moit ufeful and judicious compilation, 

from the moft approved hiftorians and 
writers on the fubjeét of Politics, of fuch 
fa¢ts and remarks as ferve to illuftrate the 
frinciples of the Britith conftitution, and 
enable a reader to diftinguifh. between the 
abufes and falutary regulations not only in the 

Jegiflative, but alfo in the executive part of 

our Government. 

Objervaticns on the Power of Climate over the 
Policy, Strength, and Manners of Nations. 
Swe, 3s. Almon, 

Thefe Obfervations are juft, fenfible, and 
ingenious, 

The Easl of Douglas, an Englith Story. From 
the French of the Countefs D’Anois. 3 vols. 
T2mo. gs. Paidwin. 

Romantic, but interefling and entertaining. 
The Poetical Works of the late William Dunkin, 

D.D, a2-wols. gto. 1), 1s, Becket. 

Thefe volumes juftify Swift’s prediction, 
from fome of the author's juvenile produc- 
tions, that he would one day make an emi- 
nent figure in the poetical word; and alfo 
prove Dr. Dunkin to “have heen deferving 
of the patronage of that excellent judge of 
literary merit, the Jate Earl of Cheferfield, 

Vice. A Satire. 4to. 1s. Bew. 

Spirited and manly, but unequal. 
4n Epifile to Junius. By Tenj. Hughes. 

4to. 2s. (d. Richardfon and Co, 

Defpicable. 


— 


The Fortune-Teller. A Novel. 

6s. Bew. 

This Fortune-Teller will be found no Con- 
suror. 

Canfiderations on the State of Subfcription to the 
Articles and Liturgy of the Church of England, 
towards the clofe of the Year 1773. 8v% 
1s, 6d. Wilkie. 

This excelient Traét, written by the Bithop 
of Carlifle, exhibits an hiflorical view of the 
rife and progrefs of Subfeription from the Re- 
formation to the prefent time; and is intended 
to thew its inutility, as well as impropriety up- 
on Proteftant principles. 

Four Traéis, together with two Sermons on Polie 
tical and Conmercial Subje&s. By Johah 
Tucker, D. D. Dean of Gloucetter, 8v0 
3s. Rivington. 

Senfible, judicious, curious, and important, 
The Author’s fcheme for feparating Great Bri- 
tain entircly from the North American Cola- 
nies, and declaring them a free and indepen- 
dent People, as the only means: of our living 
with them on terms of mutual fatisfaétion and 
friendfhip, merits the attention of Legiflature, 
and appedrs to be equally fenfible and juft. 
The Trinket. A Novel. 12mo. 38. Lowndes. 

Pleafing enough ! 
The Hiftory of “Lord Stanton. 

Vernor. 

We were fatisfied with reading one volume. 
The reader will eafily believe there is too 
much of it to be good, ! 


2 vols, f2mo, 


5 vols, 32s, 6d. 
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A Father's Legacy to bis Daughters. By the 


late Dr. Gregory of Edinburgh, 8a, 25. 
Cadel 


Praétical, ingenious, and moral, 
Medico-Maftix: or, Phyfic Craft 
A Satirico-Dida@ic Poem. ate. is. 

Partial and illiberal, 


detefied. 
Evans, 


Nuptial Elegies. 4to. 28, Kearfly. 
Sentimental and poetical, 


The Fuvenaliad. A Satire. 4to. 2s, Bell, 
Impotent, 
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THEATRICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


YounG Lady, who affumes the name 
A of Melmoth, made her firft appearance 
in the Chara¢ter or Califta, at Covent-Garden, 
oa the 24th of laft month, It is faid, fhe was 
yery lately a Boarder with the celebrated Char- 
lotte Hayes; a circumftance which will inform 
our readers that her figure is pleafingy and alfo 
that flie is young and handfome. It is but 
juftice, however, to add, that the poflefles the 
internal as well as external requiiites of a good 
Aétre{s ; for fhe difcovers great feeling and 
fenfidility, anthindeed promifes to be an orna- 
ment to the Theatre, 
Mr. Colman quits the Management of this 
Theatre at the expiration of the feafon; having 
difpofedof his fhare to Mr. Harris, who, it is 


faid, intends to place the Manager’s Biron in the 
hands cf Mr, Hull, Good lack and a welladay ! 

A Tragedy called the Heroine of the Cave, 
(faid to have been partly written by the late 
Henry Fones, the Bricklayer, Author of the 
Ear! of Effex, and finifhed by Dr. Hiffernaz') 
was performed in the courfe of this month at 
Drury-lane Theatre, for the Benefit of Mr. 
Reddith, The Story appeared in the Maga- 
zines fome years ago, and is affeéting ; but was 
very indifferently managed by both Authors. 
It was tolerated, howeyer, as a Benefit Play. 
The Prologue and Epilogue were exccrabie, 
Had they pofleffed the {malleft degree of merit, 
we fhould have given them; but they would 
have difgraced our Publication, 
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THoeDRESS or 


RESS of the LADIES and GENTLE- 
MEN ftill remains nearly the fame as 
given in our Magazine for January. 

Polonefe frocks, quilted fattin waiftcoats, 
black velvet breeches, and a light Bath-beavor 
furtout, with a green, fcarlet, or crimfon vel- 
vet collar, and gilt buttons, conftitwte a gen- 
tecl undrefs for the Men, 


THE MONTH. 


Riding-habits of colour’d caflimere, with 
narrow lappels, and frock flceves buttoned 
clofe to the wrift;—fattin or filk waificoats, 
huffar’d, and frogs, with {mall flaps inftead of 
belts ;—bever hats, with a button, loop, and 
bow behind, a bow on the left fide, and a 
plain ribbon round the crown,—are the pre- 
fent fafhionable morning dreis of the Ladics, 
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On the ORIGIN of CHIVALRY. By Dr. T. Warton. 


PHERE is no peculiarity which 

more ftrongly difcriminates the 
manners of the Greeks and Romans 
from thofe of modern times, than 
that imall degrec of attention and re- 
{pect with which thofe nations treated 


the fair fex, and that inconfiderable * 


fhare which they were permitted to 
take in converfation, and the general 
commerce of life. For the truth of 
this obfervation, we need only appeal 
to the claflic writers: in which their 
women appear to have been devoted 
to a ftate of feclufion and obfcurity. 
One is furprifed that Barbarians 
thould be greater mafters of complai- 
fance than the moft polifhed peuple 
that ever exifted4 No fooner was the 


Roman empire overthrown, and the 
Goths had overpowered Europe, than 
we find the female character afluming 
an univerfal importance and authori- 
ty, and diftinguithed with new privi- 
leges, in all the European govern- 
ments eftablifhed by the northern 
conquerors. Even amidit the con- 
fufions of favage war, and among the 
almoft incredible enormities commit- 
ted by the Goths at their invafion of 
the empire, they forbore to offer any 
violence to the women. This per- 
haps is one of the moit ftriking feas.. 
tures in the new ftate oF manDeea, 
which took place about the fevent 

century : and itis to this period, and 
to this people, that we muft refer the 














u12 The Female Sex treated with peculiar Deference by the Goths, 


crigin of gallantry in Europe. The 
Romans never introduced thefe fenti- 
ments into their European provinces} 

The Goths believed fome divine 
and prophetic quality to be inherent 
in their women ; they admitted them 
into their councils, and confulted them 
on the public bufinefs of the fate. 
They were fuftered to conduct the great 
events which they predicted. Ganna, 
a prophetic virgin of the Marco- 
manni, a German or Gaulifh tribe, 
was fent by her nation to Rome, and 
admiited into the prefence of Domi- 
tian, to treat concerning terms of 
peace. Tacitus relates, that Velleda, 
another German prophetefs held fre- 
quent conferences with the Roman ge- 
nerals; and that on fome occations, 
en account of the facrednefs of her 
perion, fhe was placed at a grear dil- 
tance on a high tower, from whence, 
like an oracular divinity, fhe conveyed 
her an{wers by fome chofen meffenger. 
She appears to have preferved the fu- 
preme rule over her own people and 
the neighbouring tribes. And there 
are other initances, that the govern- 
ment among the antient Germans was 
fometimes veited in the women. This 
practice alfo prevailed among the Si- 
tones and Norwegians. The Cimbri, a 
S-andinavian tribe, were accompanied 
at their aflemblies by venerable and 
hoary-headed propheteffes, apparelied 
in long linen veitments of a fplen- 
did white. ‘Their matrons and daugh- 
ters acquired a reverence from their 
kill in fludying fimples, and their 
knowledge of healing wounds, arts 
repuied myfterious. The wives fre 
quently attended ‘their hufbands in 
the moft perilous expeditions, and 
fought with great intrepidiry in the 
moll bloody engagements, ‘I'hefe na- 
tions dreaded captivity more, on ac- 
count of their women, than on their 
own : and the Romans, availing them- 
felves of this apprehenfion, often de-~ 
manded their nobleft virgins for hof- 
tages. From theie circumftances, the 
women even claimed a fort of prece- 
dence, at leaf an equality fubfilted 
between the fexes, in the Gothic con- 
flicutions. 


But the deference paid to the fair fey, 
which produced the {pirit of gallantry, 
is chiefly to be fought for in thofe 
itrong and exaggerated ideas of fe. 
male chaftity which prevailed among 
the northern nations. Hence ‘the 
lover’s devotion to his mitftrefs was 
encreafed, his attentions to her fervice 
multiplied, his affection heightened, 
and his follicitude aggravated, in pro- 
portion as the difficulty of obtaining 
her was enhanced: and the paffion of 
love acquired a degree of delicacy, 
when controlled by the principles of 
honour and purity. The highett ex. 
cellence of character then known was 
a fuperiority in arms 3 and that rival 
was mott likely to gain his lady’s-re. 
gard, who was the braveft champion, 
Here we fee valour infpired by love, In 
the mean time, the fame heroic fpirit 
whic was the fureit claim to the favour 
of the ladies, was often exerted ia their 
protection : a protection much want. 
ed in an age of rapine, of plunder, 
and piracy ; when the weaknefs of 
the fofter fex was expofed to conti. 
nual dangers and unexpected attacks, 
It is eafy to fuppofe the officious emu- 
lation and ardour of many a gallant 
young warriour, prefling forward to 

e foremoft in this honourable fervice, 
which flattered the moft agreeable of 
all paffions, and which gratified every 
enthufiafm of the times, efpecially the 
fathionable fondnefs for a wandering 
and military life. In the mean time, 
we may conceive the lady thus won, 
or thus defended, cenfcious of her 
own importance, affe€ting an air 
of flatelinefs: it was her pride to 
have prelerved her chaftity inviolate, 
fhe could perceive no merit but that 
of invincibile bravery, and could only 
be approached in terms of refpect and 
fubmiffion. 

Among the Scandinavians, a people 
fo fond of cloathing adventures in 
verfe, thefe gallantries muft naturally 
become the fubject of poetry, with its 
fictitious embellifhments, . Accord- 
ingly, we find their chivalry dif- 
played in their odes; pieces, which 
at the fame time greatly confirm thei 
obfervations, 
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Scandinavian Odes on Chivalry—Utility of that Inftitution, 


Regner Lodbrog, affords a ftrik- 
ing inftance 5 in which, being im- 
prifoned in a loathfome dungeon, 
and condemned to be deftroyed by 
venomous ferpents, he folaces his def- 
ate fituation by recollecting and 
reciting the glorious exploits. of his 
pat life. One of thefe, and the firft 
which he commemorates, was an at- 
chievement of chivalry. It was the 
delivery of a beautiful Swedifh prin- 
cefs from an impregnable fortrefs, in 
which fhe was forcibly detained by 
one of her father’s captains. Her fa- 
ther iffued a proclamation, pramifing 
that whoever would refcue the lady, 
fhould have her in marriage. Reg- 
ner facceeded in the attempt, and 
married the fair captive. ‘This was 
about the year 860. ‘There are other 
ftrokes in Regner’s ode, which, al- 
though not belonging to this particu- 
lar ftory, deferve to be pointed out 
here, as illuftrative of our argument. 
Such as, ‘* It was like being placed 
‘* near a beautiful virgin on a couch. 
—It was like kifling a young wi- 
dow in the firft feat at a feaft. I 
made to ftruggle in the twilight 
that golden haired chief, who paf- 
fed his mornings among the young 
maidens, and loved to converte 
with widows.—He who afpires to 
the love of young virgins, ought 
always to be foremoft in the din of 
arms.” It is worthy of remark, 
that thefe fentiments occur to Regner 
while he is in the midft of his tortures, 
and at the point of death. Thus 
many of the heroes in Froiffart, in 
the greateft extremities of danger, 
recollect their amours, and die think- 
ing of their miftrefles. And by the 
way, in the fame ftrain, Boh, a Danith 
champion, having loft his chin, and 
one of his cheeks, by a fingle ftroke 
from Thurftain Midlang, only reflect- 
ed how he thould be received, when 
thus maimed and disfigured, by the 
Danith girls. He inftantly exclaimed 
in a tone of favage gallantry, ** The 
‘* Danith virgins will not now wil- 
‘ liagly or eafily give me kiffes, if 
‘¢ I fhoul2 perhaps return home,”’ But 
March, 1774. 


pa 


1Iz 


there is an ode, in the KnytTtinca- 
SacGa, written by Harald the Vas 
LIANT, which is profefledlp a fong 
of chivalry ; and which, exclufive of 
its wild {pirit of adventure, and its 
images of favage life, has the ro- 
mantic air of a fet of ftanzas, come. 
pofed by a Provencal troubadour, 
Harald appears to have been one’ of 
the moft eminent adventurers of his 
age. He had killed the king. of 
Drontheim in a bloody engagement. 
He had traverfed all the feas, and vi- 
fited all the coaits, of the North; and 
had carried his, piratical enter- 
prifes even as far as the Mediterra- 
nean, and the fhores of Africa. He 
was at length taken prifoner, and de- 
tained for {ome time at Conftantinople, 
He complains in this ode, that the re- 
putation he had acquired by fo many 
hazardous exploits, by his {kill in 
fingle combat, riding, fwimming, 
gliding along the ice, darting, row- 
ing, and guiding a fhip through the 
rocks, had not been able tomake any 
impreffion on Eliffiff, or Elizabeth, 
the beautiful daughter of Jarilas, king 
of Ruflia. 

Here, however, ‘chivalry fubfifted 
but in its rudiments. Under the feu- 
dal eftablifhments, which were foon 
afterwards erected in Europe, it re- 
ceived new vigour, and was invetted 
with the formalities of a regular in- 
ftitution. The nature and circum- 
{tances of that peculiar model of goe 
vernment, were highly favourable 
to this ftrange fpirit of fantaftic he- 
roifm ; which, however unmeaning 
and ridiculous it may feem, had the 
moft ferious and falutary confequen- 
ces in aflitting the general growth of 
refinement, and the progreflion of ci- 
vilization, in forming the manners. of 
Europe, in inculcating the principles of 
honour, and in teaching modes of 
decorum. The genius of the feudal 
policy was perfectly martial, A nu- 
merous nobijity, formed into feparate 
principalities, affecting independence, 
and mutually jealous of their privi- 
leges and honours, neceflarily lived in 
a ftate of hoftility. This fituation 
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rendered perfonal ftrength and cou- 
rage the molt requifite and effential 
accomplifhments. And hence, even 
in time of peace, they had no concep- 
tion of any diverfions or public cere- 
monies, but fuch as were of the mili- 
tary kind. Yet,as the courts of thefe 
petty princes were thronged with la- 
dies of the moft eminent diftin¢étion 
and quality, the ruling paflion for war 
was tempered with courtefy. The 

rize of contending champions was 
adjudged by the ladies ; who did not 
think it inconfiftent to be prefent or 
to prefide at the bloody fpectacles of 
the times ; and who, themielves, feem 
to have contraéted an unnatural and 
unbecoming ferocity, while they fof- 
tened the manners of thofe valorous 
knights who fought for their approba- 
tion. The high notions of a noble de- 
fcent, which arofe from the condition 
of the feudal conftitution, and the am- 
bition of forming an alliance with pow- 
erful and opulent families, cherifhed 
this romantic fyftem. It was hard to 
obtain the fair feudatary, who was the 
obje&t of univerfal adoration. Not 
only the fplendor of birth, but the 
magnificent caftle furrounded with em- 
battelled walls, guarded with mafly 
towers, and crowned with lofty pin- 
nacles, fervéd to inflame the imagina- 
tion, and to create an attachment to 
fome illuftrious heirefs, whofe point of 
honour it was to be chafte and inaccef- 
fible. And the difficulty of fuccefs on 
thefe occafions, feems in great meafure 
te have given rife to that fentimental 
love of romance, which acquiefced in 
a diftant refpe&ful admiration, ,and 
did not afpire to pofleflion. The want 
of an uniform adminiftration of juf- 
tice, the general diforder, and ftate of 
univerfal anarchy, which naturally 
{prung from the principles of the feu- 
dal policy, prefented perpetual oppor- 
tunities of checking the oppreflions 
of arbitrary lords, of delivering ‘cap- 
tives jnjurioufly detained in the baro- 
nial cafiles, of punithing robbers,.of 
fuccouring the difircfled, and of aveng- 
ing the impo.ent and the unarmed, 
who were every moinent expoled to 


Chivalry the Origin of Romancé. 


the moft licentious infults and injuries, 
The violence and injuftice of the 
times gave birth to valour and huma. 
nity. Thefe aéts conferred a Jufe 
and an importance on the charaéter of 
men profefling arms, who made force 
the fubfirute of law. In the mean time, 
the Crufades, fo prégnant with enter. 
prize, heightened .the habits of this 
warlike fanaticifm. And when thee 
foreign expeditions were ended, in 
which the hermits and pilgrims of 
Paleftine had been defended, nothing 
remained to employ the activity of 
adventurers but the protettion of in- 
nocence at home. Chivalry by de. . 
grees was confecrated by religion, 
whofe authority tinétared every paf- 
fion, and was engrafted into every 
inftitution of the fuperititious ages; 
and at length compofed shat fingula 
picture of manners, in which the love 
of a God and. of the: ladies were r- 
conciled, the faint and the hero were 
blended, and charity and revenge, 
zeal and gallantry, devotion and ve 
lour, were united. 

Thofe who think that chivalry ftar- 
ed late, from the nature of the feudal 
conftitution, confound an improved 
effect with a fimple caufe. Not hev- 
ing diflinctly confidered all the pa- 
ticularities belonging to the genius, 
manners, and ufages of the Gothic 
tribes, and accultomed to contemplate 
nations under the general idea of bar- 
barians, they cannot look for the feeds 
of elegance amongft men, diftinguith- 
ed only for their ignorance and their 
inhumanity, The rude origin of thishe- 
roic gallantry was quickly overwhelm 
ed and extinguifhed, by the fuperior 
pomp which it neceffarily adopted 
from the gradual diffufion of. ops- 
lence and civility, and that blaze of 
{plendor with which it was furrounded, 
amid the magnificence: of the feudal 
folemnities. But above all, it was lot 
and forgotten in that higher degree of 
embellifhment, which at length it be- 
gan to receive from the reprefentations 
of romance. 7 

From the foregoing obfervations 
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View of the Prefent State of Parliamentary Reprefentation. 


and comprehenfive conclufion feems 
to refult. 

Amid the gloom of fuperftition, in 
an age of the groffeft ignorance and 
credulity, a talte for the wonders of 
oriental fiction was introduced by the 
Arabians into Europe, many coun- 
tries of which were already feafoned 
to a reception of its extravagancies, 
by means of the poetry of the Go- 
thic fcalds, who perhaps originally de- 
rived their ideas from the fame fruit- 
ful region of invention, Thefe fic- 
tions, coinciding with the reigning 
manners, and perpetually .kept up 
and improyed in the tales of trouba- 
dours and minftrels, feem to have 
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centered about the eleventh century in 
the idea! hiftories of Turpin and Geof- 
frey ef Monmouth, which record the 
fuppofititious atchievements of Char 
lemagne and king Arthur, where they 
formed the ground-work of that fpe- 
cies of fabulous narrative called Ro- 
mance. And from thefe beginnings 
or caufes, afterwards enlarged and en- 
riched by kindred fancies fetched 
from the Crufades, that fingular and 
capricious mode of imaginauon arofe, 
which at length compofed the marvel- 
Jous machineries of the more fublime 
Italian poets, and of their difciple 
Spenter, 
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View of the Prefent Srate of PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


{= the reader judge for himfelf 
of the monftrous irregularity of 
parliamentary reprefentation, from the 
following view of it by the learned 
and indefatigably laborious Brown 
Willis, Elg; in his Nosit. Parliam, 

In the following Extra& I have 
ftated the majority as the only Electors 
in each place; which they really are, 
the votes of the minority being inefi- 
cient. I have given to Wallingford, for 
inftance, 76, the majority of150 Elec- 
tors, which latter is the whole number 
of voters in that Borough ; fo that no 
Member for Wallingford can be elected 
by more than 76 efficient yotes ; and 
he who has 76 yotes, is as effectually 
elected as if he had the whole 150. 
And I have computed the number of 
votes, which elect the majority of the 
Houfe, as the majority is the fame, to 
all intents and purpofes of legiflation, 
with the whole’ 5;8, zem. con. 
WALLINGFORD fends2memb.chof.by 76 

the majority. of 150. 
er 2 = = - + 66 
-- 2 . 81, 
-- 2 - 76. 
e- 2 - St. 
-- 2 - i3. 


Cisried over 12 363. 


Agmondefham 
Wendover 
Marlow 
Lefkeard 
Leftwithie} 


Brought over 
Truro 
Bodmin *--2-+e-. 19. 
Helfton -- 2 - 34- 
Saltath -- 2 7 15. 
Camelford -- 2 - 10. 
Wettlow -- 2 - 4O-6 
Grampound -- 2 - 5. 


The right of eleétion at Grampound 
is in the Corporation of nine men, and. 
Burgefles made by them, which Bur- 
gefles, therefore, are not to be ac- 
counted as free electors, being made 
for the purpofe of election. This is 
the cafe in other places, which I have 
not noted. 


Eaftlow 
Penryn 
Tregoney 
Boffiney 

St. Ives 
Fowey 

St. Germains 
St, Michael. 
Newport 

St. Mawes 
Kellington 
Cockermouth 
Totnels 
Plimpton 
Honyton 
Taviftock 
Ashburton 


12 363. 
fends 2 memb, chof, by 14, 
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53. 
53- 
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76. 
264 
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10!le 
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3Ole 
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101. 
1392. 
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Brought over 60 1792, 
Clifton, Devonthire fends 2 memb.chof, by 52. 
Bereafton -- 2 36. 
Tiverton -- 14. 
Pool, Dorfetthire - 51. 
Lyme, ditto. 26, 
Bridport 6. 
Wareham 76, 
Corfe-Caftle 71. 
Maldon, Effex 14. 
Harwich 17 
Weobly, Herefordth. 436 
Huntingdon 

; Queenborough, Kent - - 
Newton, Lancafhire - 
Wigan 
Clithero 
Bofton, Lincolnth, 
Grimfby 
Thetford, Norfolk 
Caftle Rifing 

ley, Novthamp. -- 

m Ferrers oo 
Mo: peth, Northumb, - - 

Eaftt Retford, Notting. - - 

Banbury, Oxfordfh. - - 

Wenloc Magna, Salop-. 
Bifhop’s Cattle - 

Bath, Somerfetth. 

Minehead 

Iichefter 
Meltorne 
Winchefter 

_ Southampton 

Yarmouth, Wight 

Petersfield 

Newport, Wight ‘ 
Stockbridge 26. 
Newton, Wight -- a. 

The Lord of this Borough appoints 

a Mayor and twelve Burgefles, who 
choofe the Members. 
Chriftchurch,Hampfi-- 2 - - - « 7, 

Here likewiie the Corporation of 13 
make the Burgefles as they pleafe. 

Therefore the Corporation only are to 
be reckoned the electors, 

Lymington -/ <a, 
Whitchurch atm «© $8, 

The Freeholders are the Eledtors, 
who cannot be above 40, as there are 
but 160 houfes in the town. 


36. 
3'- 
ior. 
46, 


4i. 
17. 
16, 
17. 
51. 
1or, 
76, 
10. 
I. 
SI. 
17. 
81, 
61, 
26, 
si. 
5. 
26, 
73. 
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Andover -: 2 ais a 
' Yer there are 5 al eh 
town. 

Dunwich 

Orford 

Aldborough 

Exe 

St. I dmondfiury 


Catried over 


View of the Prefent State of Parliamentary Reprefentatiom, 


Brought over 154 1437, 
Bletchingley, Surry fends 2 ee. chof, by ah 
Ryegate 
Gatton 2 
Haflemere 2 
Horfham 2 

2 
2 


ee 2 - - - Io, 
or Tiere 
3, 
Midhurft 
New Shoreham 
EBramber -- 2 
Willis {ays, there are not above a 
houfes, and that the Members 
eleéted by the Burgh-holders, 
Eatt Grinfied -“- 2 
Arundel, Suffoik ae 
Appleby, Weftmorel. - 
New Sarum -- 
Wilton 
Downton 
Hindon 
Heyteibury 
Weftbury 
Calne 
Chippenham 
Malmtbury 
Cricklade 
Bedwin 
Ludgerfhal + 
Old Sarum * » . 
‘« Here is but one honfe,”? fays Wil. 
lis, 4. D. 750. I have been told tha 
now there is no houfe. I was there 
fore going to charge the two Ol’ Sa 
rum Senators to nobody. But as Wil. 
lis fays, the Lord of the Borough ap 
points a Bailiff and fix Burgeffes, to 
whom he gives his conge a’ehre, | 
have called them ‘zs Reprefentatives, 
And furely he, and the Lord of the 
Borough of Neavtoa, in the Iile of 
W ight, ought to be contented with the 
reprefentation they have in Parlia- 
ment. 
Bewdley 9.2 Bee Le ieee’, 
I tate Beawdley at 8, the majority of 
14, as the other zo are appointed by 
the 14. 
Knarefoorough, Y. - 
Scarborough 
Rippon 
Heydon 
sa ey 
New Ma! 
Thirkke 
Aidborough 
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Carried over 220 4669, 
This town and. Bor sughbridge arg 
both in one Parifh, the only fingle 
Parifh in England that fends 4 Mem- 


ers. 


~ahoht 
Brougat 





om 


3437, 
bof by 4h 


oR CE SS aie are Oe 
RO. UNE €)8 0 eae sree 


told that 
is theres 

Md Sas 
as Wil. 
ugh ap- 
effes, to 
thre, | 
itatives, 
| of the 
Tile. of 
vith the 
Parlia- 


“ae 
ority of 
nted by 


- 126, 


- 20. 


1, 
3 


View. of the Prefent State of Parliamentary Reprefentation. 


Brought over 220 4669 
North Allerton fends 2 memb, chof. by g1, 
Haftings, cing. port - rer. 
Hythe, ditto. -- 2 - 26, 
New Romney, dita » 17. 
Rye eo $i. 
Winchelfea -- 21. 
Seaford, cikg. port == 21. 
Beaumaurice, Wales - - 13- 
Montgomery -- 4l. 
Steyning _° => 4t. 
Devifes* . e- @- © 726 

The Corporation confifts of 36, who 
make what Burgeffes they pleafe. 
They being probably at the command 
of the (orporation, are hardly to be 
accounted free Electors. Let us, how- 
ever, add 3 to the Corporation, which 
will make the majority of Ele&ors 72, 
Wotton Baffet -- 2 --+ + = 96. 
Sheftefbury -- 2 - = = © 351. 
Mar! borough - & 4:2. 

The Members are eleéted by the 
Corporation only, which are a Mayor 
and two Bailiffs. 

Droitwich -- - « sf 
Newark -- - - 15%. 
Buckingham -- he ak 
Parnflaple -- - - 15K. 


254 §723¢ 

From this extra&t we fee, that 254 
Members are attually elected by 5723 
votes; now the mcf numerous meet- 
ing of the Commons ever known, was 
on occafion of the debate about Wa/l- 
pole, A.D. 1741. There were then 
soz in the Houfe. Therefore 254 
comes very near a majority of the 
Houfe, or the whole adiing and effi- 
cient number. And the greateft part 
of thefe illuftrious 5723, who have the 
power of conitituting lawgivers over 
the ‘property of the nation, are them- 
felves peyfons of no property. 

In North Britain the number of 
fouls is about 1,500,000. ‘The males 
between 16 and 56 are 300,000. Al- 
lowing one third part to be their own 
matters, and to be aboye receiving cha- 
rity, no Scotch Member ought to be 
elected by fewer than a majority of 
2000 votes, But there are many in- 
ftances of Members eleéted in North 
Britain by almoft as {mall a number 
as in England. . The trath of the mat- 
ter is, that in North Britain, though 
the country be nothing as to riches, 
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compared with England, yet there are 
fewer beggars. Almoft all are houfe- 
keepers, though a great number of 
thole houfes are wretched hovels. So 
that alntoft all adult males ought to be 
voters in North Britain, 

Lord Ta/bot, in his fpeech in the 
Houfe of Peers, 4. D. 1739, fup- 
pofes, that 50,000 eleé& the majo- 
rity of the Houfe. And he juftly ex- 
claims againft that number, as utterly 
difproportionate, which it undoubt- 
edly, is, if the due number be 416,000 
or 639,000. What would his Lord- 
fhip have faid, had he known that lit- 
tle more than a tenth part of his 
50,000 fend ‘in the majority of our 
law-makers ? 

Taking the whole reprefentative for 
South and North Britain, the Members 
for Counties are only 131 of the 558, 
of which 131, ° 42 are for Scotland and 
Wales, The Members, therefore, for 
the Boroughs and Cinque Ports, which 


‘ought not to be one in ten, compared 


with thofe for the Counties, are 382, 
above four times as many. So that 
for one Member, who may be fu 
pofed to come fairly into the Houle, 
four (if we except a few for the great 
Cities) are fent by the pooreft of the 
people, direéted by Court-influence, 

It has been proved, that, divid- 
ing the right of voting as it ought 
to be, no Member fhould be clebied 
by fewer than the majority of 800 
votes. But we find, that not one 
Member of all thefe 256 is elected by 
a number fo high as 300; and a mul- 
titude by a number below 20. 

If we take the places, where a ma- 
jority of the Ele&tors comes below 20, 
it is fhameful what a proportion of the 
513 is fent into the Houfe by a hand- 
ful, and that handful moftly people in 
low circumftances, and thetefore ob- 
noxious to bribery, or under the power 
of their fuperiors, 


Lestwitutet fends 2 memb. chof, by 34. 
Truro - © te» 
Bodmia eo 2 
Saitafh Se tas 
Camelford a ek? pet 
Garvied over 
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Brought over 
Boffiney 
St. Michael 
St. Mawes 
Tiverton 
Maldon 
Harwich 
Thetford 
Brackley 
Banbu 
Bath af 
Newport, Wight 
Newton, ditta. 
Andover 
Gatton 
Bramber 
Eaft Grinftead 
Calne 
Malmfbury 
Old Sarum 
Bewdley 
New Romney 
Marlborough 
Buckingham 


10 910 
fends 2 memb, chof.by 11. 


-- 2 The 
aye 36, 
14. 
14- 
17. 
17. 
37. 
11. 
17. 
1g. 

Ie 


14. 
1I. 

3. 
19. 
18, 


7s 
J, 
18. 
17- 
2 
7° 


56 364. 
Here we fee 56 Members (about a 
ninth part of the whole for Exgland ) 
are fent into the Houfe of Commons 
by 364 votes, which number ought 
not to fendin one Member. For no 
Member ought to be elected by fewer 
than the majority of 800, upon the 
moft moderate calculation, accordiag 
to Dr. Price, in order to give 410,000 
voters their due and equally diftributed 
Yhare of legiflative power, without 
which equal diftribution the majority 
of the men of property are enflaved to 
the handful of beggars, who, by ele&- 
ing the majority of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, have fo great an overbalance of 
power over them, as to be able to carry 
every point in direct oppofition to their 
opinion, and to their intereit. q 
Here we fee (monfrum horrendum, 
ingens!) two perfons, the Lord of the 
pitiful town of Newsoz, in the Ifle of 
Wight, and him of Old Sarum, Wilt- 
Jeire, where there is not a houfe, fend 
iM as many members as the ineftimable 
wealth of the City of London, in which 
the Livery, who are the legal Electors, 
are 8,000; and the perfons, who 
ought to have votes, are probably 
30,000, and upwards. Here two in- 
dividuals have equal weight in the ftate 
with 303000 ! 
I'he following counties, 4, D. 1693 
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to 1697 on an average, paid aftaually 
as follows, each refpettively fo many 
parts in 513 of the land-tax and fab, 
fidy ; and fent Member: as follow, 


Subfidy. Member 
= hy 


— 20, 


Land-tax, 
Cumberland 2 
Dorfet 
Weftmoreland r 
Cornwal g 


5 
Middlefex Bo 185 


According to this eftimate, Middl. 
Jex, with its towns, contributes of 
land-tax and fubfidy together 26y 
parts of 513. Therefore Aiddlefz 
ought to be reprefented by 265 Mem- 
bers. And Cormgwal contributes of 
land-tax and fubfidy together 13 parts 
of 513. Therefore Corzwal ought 
fend 13 Members, 

Men of large property ought like. 
wife to have more votes, than thof, 
who have lefs to fecure. Property 
ought in ail {tates te have its propor 
tional weight and confequence, 

In the Laft-India A& of 1773 
which was heavily complained of for 
its injuftice, there is yet one very equi- 
table regulation, and worthy of imita- 
tion, viz. That every Proprietor of 
gocol, ftock fhall have twe votes; of 
6oool. 3; and of 10,9001, 4 votes at 
eleétions of Direétors. 

The #ritif Government, there 
fore, taking it according to its avow- 
ed ftate, is neither abfolute monarchy ° 
nor limited monarchy, nor ariftocracy, 
nor democracy, nor a mixture of mo- 
narchy, ariftocracy and democracy; 
but may -be called a ptochocracy 
{the Reader will pardon a new word) 
or government of beggars. For 
a few beggarly boroughs do avowedly 
ele&t the moft important part of the 
government, the part which commands 
the purfe. It is true, this is only the 
oftenfible flate of things, The Bri- 
tifa ‘sovernment is really a juntocracy 
(i doubt the Reader-will now think J 
prefume upon his good nature) or Go- 
vernment by a Minifter and his crew, 
For the Court. direéts the beggars 
whom to chufe, 

Is this the univetfally admired and 
univerfally envied Briti/h conftitution ? 

How much more proper would 4 
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The Landed Intere/t too powerful in the Houfe of Commnns. 


Petition have been from the Friends of 
Liberty to the King, to fet himfelf at 
the head of a plan for reftoring inde- 
pendency to Parliament, than petition- 
ing him to diffolve that which was 
then fitting. What point could have 
been gained by that meafure ? It iva 
handful of beggars, bribed, or awed, 
by the Court, or the grandees, that 
fends the majority of the Members 
into the Houfe. Would not they have 
fent back the fame men? Did they 
dare to fend any others? If it be faid, 
that the diffolution of the Parliament 
then’ fitting would have redrefled all 
grievamces, it muft follow, that a xew 
Parliament would ; bat how many zew 
Parliaments have we feen fince the Re- 
volution ? Yet we have now ftanding 
armies, feptennial Parliaments, rotten 
boroughs, placemen in the Houfe, ex- 
cifes, &c. 

hough I have not the leaft idea 
ef withing fo great a change in the 
conftituticn, as would exclude King 
and Lords from Parliament; yet I 
may, I think, be allowed juft to men- 
tion, that the great power by our 
conttitution vefted in a /mall number 
of individuals, which will always make 
an inequality, and an unbalancing, 
ought to"rake us the more defirous of 
reducing, if poffible, one of ot tnree 
eftates at leaft, to fomewhat a little 
pags to adequate, than it is at pre- 

nt. 

Reprefentation in the Houfe of 
Commons is inadequate in other re- 
{pects befides thofe already mentioned, 

In ancient times, when Parliaments 
were firlt eftablifhed, there was no 
property but that of dard. Therefore 
all powers, and all honours, were 
heaped on ghe landed men. ‘The con- 
fequence was,. that the landed intereft 
was too well reprefented, to the detri- 
ment (in our times) of the mercantile 
and monied. ‘This is an occafion of 
various evils. For many of our coun- 
try-gentlemen are but bad judges of 
the importance of the mercantile inte- 
reit, and do not wifely confult it in 
their bills andafts. Of this kind are 
the Game Aét, the Dog A&, and taxes 
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on every neceffary of life, which give 
our rivals in trade a great advantage 
Over us. And Minifters, to curry fa- 
vour with the Houfe of Commons, 
are Sores to burden. commerce with 
taxes, for the fake of eafing the land- 
ed intereft. See the art of Walpele to 
this purpofe, by propofing to eafe the 
land of one fhilling in the pound, and 
laying a duty on falt for three years, 
to make up the deficiency. It was ob- 
je&ted to this propofal, That the falt- 
duty was always reckoned a grievous 
burden upon the manufacturing poor, 
and was therefore taken off ; bet oc 
it was a flrange paradox, that the 
landed gentlemen were poorer than the 
poor, and therefore in more need of 
relief from a heavy tax. 

It is the overbalance of the power 
in the hands of the landed men, that 
has produced. the bounty on exporta~ 
tion of corn, which increafes the ma- 
nufacturer’s expence of living, and 
difcourages the exportation of our ma- 
nufactures, ‘This is, in the end, hurt- 
ful to the landed intereft. But fhort- 
fighted and felfith men do not fee it 
in that light ; nor will feem to under- 
ftand, that the land-tax, while nomi- 
nally three fhillings in the pound, is 
not really nine-pence. The time was, 
when land in Eugland might have been 
purchafed for a soth part of its pre- 
fent value. What has given it the 4q 
parts additional worth? Can any one 
imagine, the difference is owing to 
any thing but our trade and manufac- 
tures ? 

A. D. 1373, a Parliament being 
called, it was exprefsly mentioned in 
the writ, that from every burgh there 
fhould be fent two burgeffes, ‘* the 
«¢ moft difcreet and fufficient, who had 
** the “preateft fkill in thipping and 
*¢ merchandifing.” 

There was a claufe in the Ele¢tiqn 
Bill in King William’s time for ren- 
dering merchants eligible into Parlia- 
ment, making oath that they were 
worth soool. 

«* When the young nobility and 
gentry (fays Davenant) employ their 
time and thoughts carefully to oat 
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and confider the kingdom’s foreign 
traffic, they will evidently fee how 
much their landed intereft depends up- 
on it; they will find, that as trade 
brought land from 12 to 25, the ge- 
neral rental from 6 to 14 millions, and 
the kingdom’s capital from 72 to 252 
millions, reckoning lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, and perfonal eftates, 
18 years purchafe at a medium ; fo it 
may bring land from 25 to 50 years 
purchafe, and lands, tenements, he- 
reditaments, &c. from 18 to 26 years 
purchafe, the general rental from 14 
millions to 28 millions, and the king- 
dom’s capital from 252 to above 1000 
millions, if by induftry and prudent 
management it can be rendered more 
extenfive.”’ 

It was owing to a want of merchants 
in the Houfe, that the Bill for reftrain- 
ing paper-credit in America was 
brought in. And it was no {mall dif- 

race to the Houfe, that there were 
Petitions againft it prefented from moft 
of the agents for the colonies, as an 
imprudent and hurtful fcheme. Peo/- 
tlethwayte, in his Di&. of Comm. and 
Brit. true Syft. has made many remarks 
on the advantage of merchants in the 
Houfe of Commons ; to whom I mutft 
refer the Reader. 

Is not an ariftocracy, a government 
in the hands of a few, or of one clafs, 
or One intereft, excluding the body of 
the people cf property from their 
due weight in government ? Is not our 
Hoofe of Peers wholly, and our Houfe 
of Commons chiefly, filled with men 
whofe property is land? Is not there- 
fore the government of this mercan- 
tile and manufa€turing country in the 
haniis of the landed intereft, to the 
exclufion of the mercantile and ma- 
nuiactaral ? Does not then the govern- 
ment of this country tend too much 
© ariftocracy ? 

The eldeit fons of Scotch Peers 
are declared incapable of fitting in 
the Hiovfe of Commons. Bat the fons 
of Englith Peers may fit, fo that ten 
individuals out of oue family may 
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120 - The Government of this Country tends too much to Ariflocracy, 


be Legiflators. Is not this too arifto 
cratical ? 

It is faid, property in land is more 
capable of being proved, than in mer. 
chandize, manufactures, or ftocks, 
But this is frivolous; for any man, 
though poffeffed of an oftenfible land. 
eftate, may be in debt to more thay 4 
the value of his eftate ; and where jy 
then his qualification ? 

The intereft of merchants is fo much 
the intereft of the nation, that there 
can hardly be too many merchants in 
Parliament. The London Members 
almoft always vote on the fide of Li. 
berty. It is objeéted, that each men 
chant will probably vote in Parliament 
for what is moft for the advantage of 
his own particular branch. Tine; 
Therefore fet a confiderable number 
of merchants always have feats in the 
Houfe, and then all different interefts 
will be confulted. It has likewif 
been argued, that merchants are bad 
Members, becaufe they are liable to 
be influenced in favour of the Cour 
by Government Contraéts. But here 
again comes in my obfervation con- 
cerning partial reformations. Corrett 
all the other abufes, and Court-in- 
fluence will become impoffible. Then 
will appear the advantage of mer- 
chants in the Houfe of Commons. 

As to the monied intereft, if the 
public debts are not to be. paid, or 
fome fubftantial fecurity found for 
them, it would be very proper, that 
the monied intereft (as fuch) fhonld . 
have reprefentation in Parliament. 
Elfe what fecurity have we, that a 
profligate Court will not fhut up the 
Exchequer, as Chartes II. did, and 
obtain, by corrupt means, the fan¢tion 
of Parliament for the megfure? It is 
indeed alledged, that the mercantile, 
manufactural, and monied interefts are 
reprefented by the Members for ths 
Cities and Boroughs. But this is 
nothing to the purpofe. Becaufe the 
qualification required” is’ always to be 
in land. 
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Jo the Eprror of the WESTMINSTER MAGAzINe®. 


An ESSAY on the 


SIR, 

A. MONGST the various farcafms 
1 that have been thrown out 
againft our neighbour - nation the 
Scots, I think the Pride and Lazinefs 


of its inhabitants have not been fuf- - 


ficiently cenfured. But I muft be 
here underftood to mean only the 
Male part of the People, as every body 
muft be fenfible that no fett of Fe- 
males under Heaven can equal the 
Scotch women for frugality, induftry, 
and every domettic virtue. They make 
the moft obedient and affectionate 
wives, the moft tender mothers, and 
the moft notable houfewives. It is a 
ommon obfervation, that the Scotch 
Ladies before marriage are light, 
airy, and volatile; but after they are 
fettled in the ftate of wedlock, none 
can be more circumfpeét in their con- 
du& :~on the contrary, the Englith 
Ladies are al] Prudes before marriage ; 
but after, they give a hoofe to their 
paflions in every particular without 
reftraint. The contraft between the 
Englith and Scotch Men is ftill more 
remarkable, Pafs through any village 
in Scotland, and you will fee the dili- 
gent houfewife fitting at her door, 
bufily turning the {pinning-wheel, 
&c. &c. her little prattling race around 
her, neatly clad in ituffs of her own ma- 
nufa&ure, following their mother’s 
example, with fome little piece of 
work— perhaps knitting ftockings for 
their genteel papa, who is fauntering 
about the town, gaping at ftrangers, 
or talking politics with his idle neigh- 
bours, 

Look into England, and the fcene is 
qu:te reverfed. ‘The induftrious tradef. 
man is toiling with the fweat of his 
brow, while his fpoufe is regaling with 
fome of her goffips in her {nug parlour 
over her tea ; and, very likely, a game 
at Cards after to kill the tedious even- 
ing:——-her children, idle as their 
dame, bloated and buriting with good 
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eating, with perhaps not a whole rag to 
cover their bodies, — Pleafe to attend 
me once more into Scotland, and let 
us view thofe infignificant animals 
called Lair:s! Proud of their inde- 
pendance, when, perhaps, they have a 
farm which hardly brings in eighty 
pounds a year, — they reft contented 
with it ; amd rather chufe to live in 
penury a Gentleman, an idle, good- 
for-nothing Gentleman, fooner than 
difpofe of their little eftate, which 
might enable them to fet up in fome 
reputable trade, whereby they might 
improve their fortune, keep themfelves 
out of mifchief by having fome em- 
ployment, and become uleful Mem- 
bers of Society. —It wouid enable them 
too to help their younger brothers 
and fifters, who, thro’ the tendernefs 
of their kind, proud father, are thrown 
beggars upon the world, in order to 
enrich this heir, this great reprefenta- 
tive of an au/d Family. The younger 
fons are generally fent off to the Eaft 
or Weft Indies, where it is likely one 
of ten may live, and gain a fortune. 
—-He returns to his native country, 
arrives juft time enough to fave the 
poor Laird from ftarving——buys the 
eftate of his anceftors — and his poor 
brother retires to lament his having 
wrapped his talent in a napkin. As 
for the fiflers, they are always well’ 


provided for, thanks to the kind # : 
Father ofall ! who, to make up for the ““* 


treachery of their earthly parents, 
has endowed them with the richef 
gifts both in mind and perfon, which 
makes them be coveted as wives by 
men of all nations. 


Their modeft fenfe the chafteft thoughts in- 
{pires, 


, And mirth impure gives place to, foft 


defires. 


I have often wifhed 1 was abfolute 
Monarch of Great Britain, in order 
to have it in my power to extirpate 
from the face of the earth thofe idle 
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122 An Anecdote—Fidelia: A Portrait. 


fons of Meannefs, Pride, and Indo- in a month, and fend all their petty 
lence. 1 am pretty pofitive, I could Chiefs a-packing to the Plantations, 
foon raife an army fit for the purpofe where, if a fedentary life was thei 
amongft the hungry younger brothers choice, let them—hatch éggs if they 
and ftatved Highlanders. With fucha_pleafe. 

fettof troops, I could ravage the country EUGENIVS, 





For the WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 


An AN E C D © Picky 


Young Gentleman of family and der, took his hand gently within her 
fortune, but of abandoned prin- own, and conducting it to the paper 
ciples, having long diftinguifhed him- which had the: pardon~ written on it, 
felf, in the reign of Charles the Se- led his hand while he _ fubfcrib. 
cond, by highway robberies, and other ed his name; the King not making 
defperate acts againft Society, was of- the leait refiftance. Shaking his 
ten apprehended, and fometimes con- head, and fmiling, he threw the Pa. 
visted ; but through the intereft of his don to the Noblemen who had inter. 
friends had always been pardoned. pofed in the young man’s behalf, add. 
He was, at length, tried for murder, ing, ‘* Take care you keep the ralcal 
and condemned. Many of the No- ‘* out of my reach for the future.” 
. bility interceded in his favour, but to When this Pardon was fhewn 
no effect: the King was inexorable. ,the Lord Chancellor Hyde, oldsrving 
He had the pen in his handto how badly the letters of the King's 
fign the order for his execution, when mame were formed, he wittily rematk- 
fome of the Nobility threw a copy of ed, That when his Majetty figned th 
a Pardon upon the table before him.— Pardon, ‘‘ Juitice had been fighting 
The Duchefs of Portfmouth, his {chief ‘+ againft Mercy.” 
favourite, ftanding at his right fhoul- 
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FIDELIA: A Portrart. 


IDELIA has a melting eye, and = The effence of politenefs is good- 

an endearing fenfibility is the nature; an inclination to pleafe and be 
diftinguifhing trait in her counte- pleafed. Ceremony is to politeneis 
nance. Her glofly ebon treffes flow drapery to a picture, and feems as nt 
with an enchanting negligence adown ceflary to its perfection. Fidelia is 
her fhoulders, and, when ruffled by ever folicitous to pleafe others, and 
the rude breath of the amorous zephyr, whatever intends her pleafure is fecurt 
are feen to play around her {nowy of itsaim. However Jame in the des 
bofom in all the luxury of contraft. fign, ~however aukward in the ext 
The luftre of her polifhed brow might cution, its intention is fully fafficient 
well ferve for’a mirrour, and the ce- to procure her applaufe. When fhe 
leftial ferenity of her afpe& is a fair confers a favour, it is with fuch 3 
indication of the heaven within. Her grace, that a pebble—a mere pebble 
ruby lips are the pretticft pouters in” from her hand would be far more ¥- 
Wature ; and in ber florid cheeks a Iuable than the richeft diamond in the 
lovely fugitive dimple is perceived by ~ crown of Indoftan from another ; % 
fits tolighten and difappear. if fhe folicits, her addrefs is fo infinl- 
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; 
On the Inftin® of Animals. 


ating, that you are won to compliance 
ere you are aware, é 

The fenfibility of Fidelia is as be- 
witching as at her years it is uncom- 
mon. ‘That extreme degree of it fo 
accurately exprefied by Mrs. Greville 
in her Prayer to Indifference, is realiz- 
ed in her. Fideha, indeed, 


“66 Like the needle true, 
« Turns at the touch of other’s woe ; 
« But turaing, trembles too---”” 


And if 


«© The graces which adorn a Woman moft, 
«“ Are Softnefs, Senfibility, and Pity,” 
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fhe will ‘have no reafon to envy the 


brighteft Belle of the age. It is no- 


thing uiafual with her to agonize in 
every pore at common inftances of 
cruelty, and yet fupprefs the pain 
they give her, rather than hazard 
wounding the thoughtlefs inflifter by 
aught that favours of reproof. She 
is the pink of affability, and the queen 
of fimiles. 

There are many more ftudious to 
frame the net of allurement ; but in 
twining the cage of never-dying af- 
fection, none have yet furpaffed the 
fair Fidelia. 
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the INSTINCT of ANIMALS: 
L. 2:22 S : Ss% 


Between Mr, W. DUNCOMBE* and Mr, NEEDLER fF. 


Dear Sir, London, Dec. 8, 1711. 
Remember that the excellent An- 

] thor of the Spefator having, laft 
fummer, in one of his rural fpeculations, 
given an account of the wonderful fa- 
gacity of fome animals in things ab- 
folutely neceflary for the fupport and 
prefervation of their fpecies ; as, par- 
ticularly, that a hen conftantly turns 
her eggs, that all parts may partake 
alike of the genial warmth, and never 
leaves them till they are cold, being 
feldom abfent above an hour in fum- 
mer, and not fo long in winter; (to 
which give me leave to add a parti- 
cular or two in a parenthefis. She 
will only fit upon thofe that are 
found ; for one of my Father’s fer- 
vants in the country having put 
feveral eggs under a hen befides her 
own, fhe thifew two or three of them 
out of her neft, which, upon breaking, 
were found to be rotten. Pigeons, both 
male and female, cover their eggs; 


and if the hen happens to ftay out 
longer than ordinary, the cock ‘wall 
drive her home ) but (to proceed with 
the Spef&aior) he then obierves, that, 
in other things which are not con- 
ducive to this end, they appear per- 
feétly ftupid ; for a hen canhot diftin- 
guifh a piece of chalk from an vege ; 
but if the latter bé removed, and the 
chalk put inftead of it, will continue 
to fit, and will hatch any other eggs 
as wellas her own; aad, after.they 
are hatched, will as carefully protect 
and cherifh ducks and partridges, as 
if they were her natural brood. From 
all this he at laft concludes, that 
** what we call initinét in. animals 
(which appears fo like reafon) is owing 
to the immediate direction of the 
Supreme Being, by fuch an operation 
as that, whereby the feveral portions 
of matter are determined to their pro- 
per centres; which notion (fays he) 
is delivered in a bolder form of words 





* Younger fon of John Duncombe, Efq; of Stocks, in Hertfordfhire, He died February 26, 


1769, aged 79. 


+ Of the Navy Office, He died in 1718, aged 29. A {mall collection of his Works in verfe 
and profe, was publithed in 1724, of which there have been two editions, : 
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by a Philofopher quoted by Mr. Bayle, 
Deus eff anima brutorum.” 

But though the foregoing inftances 
may feem to favour this opinion, yet 


there are fo many indications of me-’ 


mory and refle€tion in brutes about 
matters not effential to their prefer- 
vation, that I think it is hard ‘to deny 
them all manner of reafon in thoie 
particulars ; I fhould chufe rather, (as 
you do) to allow them a real foul, 
and rational faculties, inferior to the 
human. The ftory * you relate to 
rove this, reminds me of one, which, 
i think, deferves to be remem- 
bered. 

My Father had a fierce mattif, 
which ufed to kill all the little 
dogs he could feize on. He had, at 
the fame time, a favourite lap-dog, 
who, happening to fall in Cerberus’s 
way, met with the fate common to 
tholfe of his fize. he maftiff (as con- 
fcious that he had committed a fault) 
immediately abfconded, and could not 
be found for fome time; but as my 
Father was one evening ftanding at the 
¢ourt-yard gate, he e{pied his maftiff 
creeping along by the wall-fide. Hav- 
ing called him into the court-yard, 
he fhut all the doors, and fetching a 
horfe-whip, lafhed him feverely. The 
dog at firft ran round the yard, but 
finding the doors all fhut, lay down 
at his feet, and fubmitted to his pu- 
nifhment without crying. His mafter, 
when he thought he had fufficiently 
chaftifed him, opened a door to let 
him go out; the dog walked flowly 
towards it ; he returne’, and gave 
him another lath to quicken his pace, 
At this the dog growled, and, he be- 
lieves, if he had ftruck him again, 
would have flown at him. I need 
make no reflections on this ftory, for 
what I would infer from it is very 
obvious. 

But whether the Spefator’s notion 
about this matter be true or falfe, it 
is certain this was the opinion of a 
great many ancient Philofophers; but 


then they carried it a great deal far, 
ther, and contended not only that 
the fouls of brutes, but ‘even of meq 
too, are nothing but an efflux, of 
emanation from the Deity. 

Mr. Ralphfon, in one of his Epif. 
tles, giving an account of the various 
Opinions concerning the nature of 
the foul, has thefe words : * Re. 
markable of old was the opinion of 
thofe (and ic is {till embraced by 
fome) that the foul is a ray, as it 
were, or emanation, of the Deity, Of 
this opinion formerly were the Stoics, 
and among the moderns are fome én, 
thufiafts, whom it is needlefs to name, 
Nor do thofe Philofophers +/deferve 
more notice, who have eftablithed 
* a common intelligence,’ or’a ‘ fole 
univerfal intellect,’ which they ftyle the 
‘Agent,’ and impart it to mankind 
in proportion to the various minds 
and dilpofitions of their organs. Sir 
milar to this among the moderns are 
the notions of Spinofa.’? He then 
quotes feveral paflages from Spinola 
in proof of this charge. 

The reafons of my tranferibing this _ 
paffage are, 1, To defire you toer 
plain to me the difference between 
thefe notions; for Mr. R. fpeaks as 
of two diftiné opinions, whereas they 
feem to me to be but one, and the 
fame, And, 2. That I might net 
be thought too fevere in faying, that 
if Lord Shaftefbury be one of thole 
enthufiatts, of whom Mr. R. here 
fpeaks, and if his ‘¢* univerfal genius” 
is the fame as is here called the 
‘© univerfal intelle&,” I do not fee 
how hé can believe the immortality 
of the foul, confidered as one diftint 
individual being; fince it is plain, 
according to thefe notions, that the 
mind will, at the diffolution of the 
body, be fwallowed up in the infinite 
aby{s of being. 

I am, 
My dear friend, 
moft affe€tionately yours, 
w. DUNCOMBE. 





* Of a horfe in Portfmouth-yard, who would labour only. till he heard the twelve o’clock¢ 


bell ring; but after th 
t Thiso 


at, no ftripes nor blows could force him to proceed. 


ue —-* had been then lately maintained by Mr, R, Burthogg, in a Latin epiftle t0 
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Various Opinions concerning the Soul, 


Mr. Neepter to Mr. Duncomse. 


Dear Sir, Port/mouth, Dec.10, 1711+ 
I COULD wihh that the Spe@ator had 


delivered his notions concerning Brutes 
a little more clearly and diftinétly ; 
for it does not feem to me fufliciently 
plain, from what he has faid, whether 
he believes brutes to be mere machines 
or organized bodies, moved and aétu- 
ated by the immediate hand of God, 
jn fuch manner as may beft conduce 
to the prefervation of themfelves and 
{pecies, and the fitting them for thofe 
ufes for which they were originally 
defigned ; or, that being endued with 
a fort of inferior or fenfitive foul, they 
move and aétuate their own bodies, re- 
ceiving only direction and guidance 
from the Divine Providence. 

But the Latin fentence which that 
ingenious writer quotes from Monf. 
Bayle, and confeffes to exprefs his 
own fentiment, : together with the 
comparifon he makes of the operation, 
whereby he fuppofes God to direct 
brutes in their natural a¢tions, to that 
by which the feveral portions of mat- 
ter are determined to their proper cen- 
tres (in which the matter fo determin- 
ed is purely paflive, receiving only 
the impulfe of an external agent), in- 
cline me to believe, that he embraces 
the former of thefe opinions. 

This hypothefis, taken in this fenfe, 
agrees fo tar with the Cartefians as to 
deprive brutes of ali foul, fenfe, and 
perception. Both equally render them 
mere machines, or organized fyltems 
of matter: one refolving all their ac- 
tions into mechanifi, and making 
them the neceffary effets of the laws 
of motion; the other into the eéxter- 
nal impulfesand operation of the Di- 
vine Pover. To {peak my thoughts 
freely: If I believed that the aétions 
of brutes did ‘not ‘proceed from any 
foul or principle of aétion with- 
in them; but were’ either produced 
by the operation of the Divine Power 
Bpon them; or elfe flowed mechani- 
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cally from the laws of motion; f 
fhould be apt to chufe the latter of 
thefe notions ; at leaft, if it did not 
appear utterly impoffible to account 
for the actions of brotes mechanically: 
for it feems to me much more concife 
and artilt-like, and worthier of the 
Divine Wifdom, fo to contrive the 
ftructure and difpofition of the parts of 
every animal, as that its proper ac. 
tions, according to the common laws 
of motion, fhould be the neceflary ef- 
feét of its pecalffr make and conititu- 
tion, than to be obliged to imtervene 
himfelf in an extraordinary manner to 
produce them. 

The paffage you quote out of 
Mr. Ralphion’s Epiffles is very re- 
markable. I remember that Mr. 
Blount, in the ** Oracles of Reafon,” 
compares the foul, when joined to 
the body, to a fmall portion of the 
fea inclofed in a vial; and when {e- 
parated from it, to the fame water 
confounded and intermixed, by the 
breaking of the vial which contained. it, 
wih the ocean, from whence it was at 
firft taken. 

But notwithftanding thefe pretty 
fimiles, which are ufed to fet off this 
notion, it appears to me very grofs 
and abfurd. For though the ocean, 
which is nothing but a mafs of innu- 
merable diftiné&t particles of water, 
may be feparable into portions and 
parcels, which may afterwards be 
poured into it again ; yet, how can 
this poflibly be applied to a fimple 
uncompounded being; fuch as God 
certainly is! Or who, that has the leatt 
tinéture of metaphyfics, can with pu- 
tience hear men talk of plucking oif 
fnips and pieces from the Divine 
Eflence ! 

I cannot therefore blame Mr. Ralph- 
fon, as too fevere, for ftyling thofe En- 
thufiafts, who could entertain fuch 
idle unintelligible whimfies ; nor for 
ranking thofe other philofophers with 
them, who imagine the fame common 
intelle&t * to be imparted to all mep, 





* I fuppofe this univerfal intelleét to be the divine ; as Mr. Ralphfon hints, by joining this 


opinion with Spinofa’s, 


" though 
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though in different meafures, accord- 
ing to the various difpotition of their 
boaily organs ; for this opinion, tho’ 
not coincident with the former, is ne- 
verthelefs equally abfurd. For as ¢2at 
makes the fubftance of the Deity divi- 
fible into feparate portions and par- 
cels ; fo ¢his fuppofes him, though one 
individual being, diverfified at the fame 
time into millions of intelligent be- 
ings. Otherwife all the men in the 
world muft have been but one foul ; 
and, confequently, bu one individual 
perfon ; fince the fame Divine Mind 
animates them all. So that it would 
be no abfurdity to talk of fecing with 
other men’s eyes, and peceiving with 
other men’s untlerftandings. 

But not to infift any longer upon 
the abfurdity of fuppofing the fame 
common foul to animate a multitude 
of difliné perfons; ’tis a plain con- 
tradiction, to fuppofe the Divine Mind 
to be the foul of any one perfon, dif- 
ting from itfelf. For, whatever that 
perfon fhould be fuppofed by this foul 
to think or perceive, not he, but 
God, would truly perceive ; this ima- 
ginary foul being in reality no other 
than the Deity. 

When I confider the obvious ab- 
furdity .of thefe notions, I cannot 
but admire, how philofophical and 
ingenious men could ever embrace 
fuch wretched whims. Nor can I 
without fatisfaétion obferve thefe 
pernicious opinions (which undermine 
the foundations of religion, and blaft 
all our hopes of immortality and fu- 
ture happinefs, by taking away the 
perfonal diftin€&tion of the foul after 
death,) fo eafily refuted and over- 
thrown. . 

Imuft confefs there are fome paf- 

fages in Lord Shaftefbury’s ** Medita- 
_ tions” which feem to favour this no- 
tion ; but, however, I believe there 
are none (allowance being made for 


the warmth and freedom of his ftyle 
which there is any neceflity of ander. 
ftanding in thatill fenfe. It would be 
great pity that fo pious and elevated g 
train of devotion fhould be taint. 
ed with fuch poifonous notions, | 
find, though his Lordfhip is reported 
not to frequent the church, he does 
not altogether negle&t religion. He 
feems to be of the opinion of the 
Quietifts, who believe that the mof 
acceptable worfhip of the Deity, and 
that which fuits beft with his fpiris 
tual nature, confifts in filent contem. 
plation and inward adoration of his 
infinite perfections. ; 

But to return to our philofophy, 
The ancients undoubtedly held the fouls 
both of men and brutes to be certain 
portions of, or effluvia from, the Deity; 
but neverthelefs, there feems tobe 
fome difference between their notions 
of brutes, and Mr. Addifon’s in the 
SpeGcror ; they imagined the fouls of 
brutes to be real diftinét portions of 
the univerfal foul ; as appears plainly 
by Virgil : whereas the Speéfator only 
believes, that they are moved and ac- 
tuated by the Divine Operation. In 
particular, fome of the verfes afcribed 
to Orpheus : 


Ipfe agitat totam prafenti numine molem, &. 
and thofe of Virgil : 


Totamque infufa per artus, 

Mens agitat molem, et magno fe corpore mifctt, 
attribute not only the fouls of men 
and brutes, but the motion and aétua- 
tion of the whole corporeal world, to 
the Deity. In this notion I entirely 
agree with them ; for as, for the dead 
inactive nature of matter, there is‘an 
abfolute neceffity for fuppofing fome 
active fpiritual principle in Nature to 
move and aétuate the corporeal world; 
fo no being appears to me fo fit to 
prefide over the motions of Nature, as 
the Author of it. 
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For the Westminster Macazine. 


A LETTER from a Musicat Genriteman of Gray’s Inn 
to his Frignp in the Trmpce. 


Dear Sir, 
AM extremely obliged to you for the 
Books, as they very oppor-tuae-ly 
relieved me from a deiperate ftruggle 
with Signior Campioni, whom you 
have fometimes heard me mention. 
This Gentleman, as if he originally 
intended hoftilities, came to me like 
another T—p—le, attended by his 
Second, anda:* third ba/s fellow, whom 
I do not well know what to make of ; 
I really intended to /crapean acquaint- 
ance with him, and avoided every 
thing that could put him: out of sume ; 
yet I had farce paid my compliments 
to him, than he began in a some that. 
might be heard half-way down the 
court. ’i'was natural for me to ex- 
pect he would begin in a different hey ; 


to the Sreccado. How fuch a crotedet 
could come into his head, I cannot 
conceive ; as I hate difcords, and really 
wifhed to be in Jarmony with him. 
However, I foon found he was perfectly 
matter of the /Aarps, and underftood 
the fogs like Broughton himfelf (which 
indeed may begfaid to be his fort). 
His chief Attack were direéted at my 


Smali guts, which | found were likely 


to fuffer on the occafion. To fret, I 
faw was ufelefs, and therefore thought 
it belt to s7me him; tho’ by no means 
an eafy tafk. I believe you will allow 
me to be as little given to fear as any 
man ; and yet, I afiure you, he made 
me /bake, and often put me to the 
laf foift. However, after feveral re- 
petitions, and many ups and dows, in 


but I fhall be more cautious for the - which I got fome frains, I have the 


future ; that’s fat. He charged me 
with cafting fome furrs on him ; and 
not content with taking me by the 
ears, had, like a true Italian, recourfe 


fatisfaction to aflure you thar I at 
lait banged him to fome tuze. 


I am, Dear Sir, &c. 





Jo the Enitor of the WestminsTeR Macazine. 


SIR, Cecil-ftreet, March 11. 
S at this bufy feafon, in Town, 
A the buzz of the Coffee-houfes 
is hotteft, lamufe myfelf almoift every 
evening, in one or other of feveral 
knots of Quidnuncs. From my cen- 
tral fituation, if I turn to the Weil, and 
paflionately enquire: at the Mouzt, 
the Smyrna, &c. how my poor. dear 
Country does, I rejoice to hear fhe 
never wasein higher health, or in a 
more flourifhing condition. IfI ftrike 
to the Eaft, to the neighbourhood of 


the Royal Excharge, her languifhing, . 


deplorable, utterly defperate {tate is 
all 1 hear echoed from mouth to 
mouth. -At one end of the .town, 
the King is———his Minifters are a 
pack—their Mea/ures are the moft— 
But | am not writing for a News- 


paper. At the other, not Titus, either 
reigning upon earth, or exalted in his 
apotheofis, can be compared to the pre- 
Sent Father of this Country. —To Lord 
North, not Mecenas, Sully, Cecil, 
Clarendon, Godolphin, were fit to 
hold a candle. 

But I beg the Readetis pardon.— 
What I could hear with patience, per- 
haps with pleaiure, may to him be 
tirefome. ‘lhe diffonant jargon, in 
truth, would often be more than [I 
could bear, if a reflection upon the 
glorious caufe of this diflonance, an 
unlimited freedom of fpeech, did not 
entirely reconcile me to it. I am 
however, now and then lucky enough 
to meet with a rational moderate man, 
whofe political fentiments are fo equal- 
ly and juflly tempered, as properly to 





* The Author was at this time learning the Ba/i cliff, 





3128 Dr. Duncan’s Tranflation of an Ode of Alczus. 


qualify the difcordant reports of temperate paffions of either party ; 
oppofite factions. One of this caft, as conftant in oppofition to the lan. 
the other night, taking down from the guage of the corrupt Walpolian of 
Subfcribers fhelves a book I had heard Court-Whigs, as to that of their in. 
much talk of, but never feen, com- veterate Jacobitical opponents. 
mended highly the fpirit of the poeti- © This Gentleman has fince put into 
cal Dedication at the head of it, as my hands, and permitted me to take 
expreflive, in a mafterly form, of the copy of the following early produc. 
moft impartial principles of liberty tion of his old friend, which he has 
and loyalty. It was the Introduction preferved in memorial of him full 
(infcribed to the Shepherd of the Peo-  three-and-thirty years. Being an un. 
ple) of the ceiebrated Effay on Hap- publifhed and well-warranted Original 
pinefs, Ofthe Author he {poke with of confiderable merit (tho’ the fubjett 
perfonal regard, as ah acquaintahce be fomewhat out of date), you will 
of near five-and-thirty years ftanding. probably think it worthy of a place 
He was, he faid, when a young ftu- 1m your entertaining Mifcellany. 
dent at Oxford, always equally dif- 
tinguifhed by an averfion to the in- 
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"Ey pifle xradl xd Lidos Qoencw, &c. 
An ODE of ALCAUS, 


Paraphrafed in the Year 1741, by Mr. J. D—n, One of the Junior Fellows 
of St. Joun’s Cortece, OxForD; 


Upon Occafion of the Grand Debate then fubfifting about the Standing 
Army, and the Place and Penfion Bill. 


{ The Opbe literally tranflated runs thus: ] 


« WREATH’D in a branch of myrtle will I bear a fword, like Har- 
modius and Ariftogiton, when they flew the Tyrant, and re-eftablifhed Law 
and Equity in Athens. Deareft Harmodius, thou art not dead, but art 
faid to be ftill living in the ifles of the Bleffled; where live the dauntlefs 
aétive fpirits of Achilles and Diomed. Wreath’d in a branch of myrtle 
will I beara fword, like Harmodius and Ariftogiton, when, ata folemn 
facrifice to Minerva, they flew the tyrant Hipparchus. Endlefs glory 
upon Earth await you, deareft Harmodius and Ariftogiton, for flaying 
the Tyrant, and re-eftablifhing Law and Equity in Athens,” 


IT H Civic wreath of Englith oak, 
Freedom, that new-ground axe bedeck, 
By Windham brandith’d for a ftroke 
Atthine apoftate Walpole’s neck, 
Arm, arm thy Poultney’s, Wyndham’s hands, 
Clean from Corruption’s baleful ftain, 
To refcue George from Faétion’s bands, 
And break"a Nation’s galling chain ; 
Hark! for the new-ground axe, adorn’d 
With oaken wreath, Minerva calls, 
Her altar long the mifcreant {corn’d + 
There doom’d thy Vidtim, Freedom falls. 
# ’Midft Albion’s Peers, in Wifdom’s fane, 
Shall Walpole think to fkulk fecure ? 








Pallas, thy temple fhall difdain 

To throud Corruption’s fount impure. 
Arm, Freedom, Pallas, arm their hands, 
Clean from Corruption’s baleful ftain, 
Torefcue George from Faction’s bands, 
And break a Nation’s galling chain. 
Freedom, confpicuous o’er thy fhrine 
The names of Windham, Poultney, place, 
Where Brutus and Timoleon hhine, 
Which Hampden, Sidney, Ruffel grace. 
O’er all, infcrib’d in burnifh’d gold, 
Clean from Corruption’s baleful ftain, 
Thy Brunfwick. Freed himfelf, behold, 
He breaks the Nation’s galling chain. 








* He was created Earl of Orford the February following, 
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THE LOVER’s 


[ Iilaftrated with an elegant Encravina. } 


BOUT the beginning of the Six- 
teenth ‘Century, there lived at 
Rippon, in Yorkfhire, a Gentleman 
whole nare’was Stapleton. He was 
pofleffed of two good eitates ; one his 
own patrimony, and the other derived 
to him by the will of his Wife’s Fa- 
ther, who had bequeathed it to her 
iffue male; but in failure of that line, 
had devifed it over to a Nephew of his, 
whofe name was Melville, then about 
five years old. 

Mrs. Stapleton had no. child, at the 
time of her Father’s déath ; but foon 
after was brought-to-bed of a Daugh- 
ter, to the great mortifitation and dif- 


appointment of the Mether ; who not ~ 


caring to.truft to any future contingen- 
cy, for infuring the inheritance, bri- 
bed the Midwife and the Nurie to 
proclaim the childto be a Boy. In 
about a year after, fhe again lay-in of 
another Girl 5 but refting in her frit 
device, fhe attempted not to impofe 
any myftery on the fex of the latter, 
Mr. Stapleton died, foon after the 
birth of this fecond child ; and during 
her furvivorfhip, which continued a- 
bout ten years, the anxious Widow 
ufed all neceflary precautions to guard 
the fecret of her impofture from detec- 
tion; fhe dreffed and undreffed the 
heir opparest herfelf, kept Mafer 
Harry conftantly to fleep in her 
chamber, and ‘took the charge 
trouble of his Exgli/h education into her 
own hands, at home, not daring to 
venture him out to {chool, with other 
boys of his age. 
_ But when young Stapletofi had ar- 
rived te about the age of nine or ten 
years old, Mr. Mallet, the teftament- 
ary guardian appointed to him by his 
diarch, ja ; 
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ee. perplexed about what to refolve. 
if@ son, in this critical affair. _ Into whole“ 
breatt could fhe venture to confide the 
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Father’s will, thinking it now. full 
time that a young man off fuch pre- 
tenfions fhould receive more litezary 
and liberal inftructions than it could 
bein the power of a feraale preceptor 
to fupply him with. fhe then found 
herfelt under the neceffity of hiring a 
private tutor to attend’ him; whom, 
however, fhe infifted upon taking into 
the houfe, pleading that fhe thought 
it her peculiar duty to continue {till to 
fuperintend the morals of the young 
man _herfelf, ’till he might arrive, ro; »* 
fufficient age and learning tw require 
his being fent to finith his ttudies*at 
the Univerfity. ee 
At the fame time, fhe though: pro- © == 
per to impofe a peremptory injunttion : 
on this Pedagogue, to leave the article 
of whipping intirely out of his {cholaf- ~~ = 
tic difcipline. .** Childfen,” frid the, .° =- 
“of a certain rank and ‘confideration : 
in life, ought never to Betreated, = + 
like your poor fcholars, or infigni- 
ficant parifh boys.” So catetub 
was this prudent Mother to guard @vess Oey 
avenue, that might poffiblygead wa 
difcovery of the prpil’s fex, gk Sorell 
Matters went -on very prtufperoufly, 
in this way,.’till Mrs. Sr@pleton.hap- 
pened to be feized with bér laff. il}- 
nefs; when finding herfelf givetisover 
by the Phyficians, her mind Bega 
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fecret. of her dear Ward’sijgender? 
Whofe fidelity could be depended japs * 
on? There was not amy -perfon whos 
could have an interelt tm edyGealing 
whatever he migit find 
it: None, indeed, exe¢ 
ticklish obje& of her aa 
S) 



































A Metamorph ofe.—The Contra&, 


Hefitation is foon at an end, when 
there appears but one ,meafure only to 
purfue. Accordingly the immediately 
called the heirefs to her ; and while the 
affligted child ftood weeping by her 
bed-fide, the, ina few words, meta- 
morphofed Mafer Harry into Mif/s 
Harrvict, by acquainting her both with 
the ftory and policy of her prefent fitu- 

" ation and difguife. 

How our aflonifhed Epicane felt, 
upon fuch a transformation, I fuppofe 
no body alive can tell ; for though Na- 
tural Hittory affords us fome initances 
of Women turning out Men, yet is it 
quite filent about the retort courteous, 
or reverfe of the miracle. The ftory 
of Tiércias is but an ingenious and 
arch fable; replete, however, with a 
moft'excellent moral. 

I fhall not take up my Reader’s time 
with an account of the intire change of 
fyitem, which muft naturally have ta- 
ken place in the wondering Henrietta’s 
mind, upon this information, but 
haften on toa catafrophe of another 
kind, which as naturally followed this 
difcovery. 

Mr. Mallet, their guardian, im- 
mediately took the orphans home to 
his own houfe ; and the er or heiress 
(fora confufion of grammar is una- 
voidable, in the recital of fuch a ftory) 
proved worthy of the confidence repo- 
sd in her ; for, notwithftanding the u- 
fual farcafm thrown out againft Women 
in general, there are fome of them, 
now and then, capable of keeping 
their own feerets, at leaft. According- 
ly, all proper feemings were ftill con- 
tinued to be preferved, as before. 

Wl.en Henrietta had arrived at the 
age of nineteen, her Sifter a year 
younger, and both extremely hand- 

“fome, and alike ; Mr Melville, their 
Coufin, and reverfionary heir to their 
Grandfather’s eftate, being juftreturn- 
ed from his travels, came to Rippon, 
to pay them a vifit; and without lofs 
of time, fell dire&ly in love with 
Etheinda, and entered alfo into a 
flrong league of friendfhip with Hen- 
rietta. 

Mr, Melville was poffeffed of every 


merit, to intitle him to fuccefs in his 
fuit ; but a prior affection had pre-en. 
gaged Ethelinda’s heart. Mr. Armi. 
tage, a young man of fortune, who 
had lately finithed his ftudies at Glaf. 
gow, and whofe Father lived at Rip. 
pon, had conceived a paffion for ‘her, 
confeffed his flame, was fuccefsful, and 
a private engagement entered into be. 
tween them, on condition of obtaining 
the concurrence of her Guardian and 
his Father. 

This tranfa&tion happened: a fhort 
time before Mr, Melville had become 
acquainted with the family ; but Hen. 
rietta had not been made a confidant 
in the matter; Maria, daughter to 
Mr. Mallet the guardian, and Mr, 
Bruce, a College-friend of Mr, Ar. 
mitage, and at that time on a vifit to 
him at Rippon, being the only wit- 
nefles of the fecret compact between 
them. 

Mr. Melville paid his addreffes to 
the fair Ethelinda, for fome time, with 
great afliduity ; but finding that they 
were only accepted as the ufual ga 
lantries of young men, and that he 
was not likely to obtain any further 
diftin@tion in his favour, than what he 
might have been otlierwife intitled to 
from the common ties of affinity, or ge- 
neral dues of politenefs and decorum, 
he revealed his paffion to Henrietta, 
and prayed her kind offices in his 
intereft. 

Henrietta fympathized in the con: 
cern of her friend, with perfect appro- 
bation of the alliance, and fincere af- 
fection for the perfon. She, accord- 
ingly, exerted all her influence with 
her Sifter, adding intreaty toargument; 
but ftill without effeét. Ethelinda 
defended herfelf, by pleading that “a 
“* conneétion for life was a matter of 
“ too greatmoment to’ the happinels 
‘* of it, to be hattily refolved upon; 


. and that no folicitation from without, 


“‘ ought ever to prevail, if the heart 
<¢ prompt not the union from within.” 

Though Henrietta’s earnett inter- 
ceffions had no operation on her Sifter’s 
breaft, the warmth with which fhe 
had urged them, happened to sia/* 
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an impreffion on her own. Friendthip 
between Men or Women, Philofophers 
fay, would naturally become love, if 
either of the parties fhould change their 
fex. This metamorphofe had already 
been effected between Henrietta and 
Melville, and the aforefaid confe- 
quence began now to obtain with her, 

About this time, Mr. Armitage 
having gained his Father's confent, 
got him to propofe the match with 
Ethelinda, to her Guardian. Mr. Mal- 
let had no objection to the alliance for 
his Ward ; but before he returned an 
anfwer, thought it a fit compliment 
to take the opinion of Henrietta, as 
her elder brother, upon the occafion, 
which he did accordingly. 

This hint afforded her fufficient rea- 
fon to argue a foregone conclufion from, 
that the Lovers had been privately of 
accord together before-hand, and to 
fufpeét that the {pecious mioral philo- 
fophy which Ethelinda had fo pom. 
poufly difplayed, in their laft conver- 
{ation upon the fubjeét, proceeded not 
fo much from the infpiratien of fenti- 
eee, as from the inftigation of paf- 
ion. 

Upon the joint premiffes above fpe- 
cifed in the two laft paragraphs, 
Henrietta immediately entered into 
debate with herfelf ; for tho’ Love is 
feldom a good rea/oner, it is always 
agreat arguer, ‘** My Sifter appears 
“* now to be quite out of the queftion ; 
*« and fince I cannot forward Melville’s 
*‘ happinefs with her, why not endea- 
** vour iny own with him? Befides, not 
*“only my love prompts this meafure, 
*“but my juftice claims it, alfo; as, 
** by this means, the eftate he has the 
** fole right to, will immediately de- 
*‘ volve to him of courfe, and furely 
“‘ a Love-/uit is at any time preferable 
“toa Law-/uit.” 

She took her refolution according- 
ly; —and going inftantly in quett of her 
friend, acquainted him with the over- 
ture that had been made to Ethelinda, 
on the part of Mr. Armitage ; but con- 
cealing from him her certainty of its 
foon taking place, told him fhe had 
prevailed on her fifter to put this con- 


teft between the lovers Out of further 
difpute, by entering into an engage- 
ment with him, that very night, which 
might not leave it in the power of her 
Guardian, who had already approved 
of the propofal, to prevent or delay 
their happinefs. 

The happy Melville embraced his 
kind confidant, who returned the fa- 
lute with more than friendly warmth ; 
and the critical point was thus fettled 
between them, that in the dufk of the 
evening, the Lover fhould bring a 
Clergyman with him to the great 
church in Rippon, after all fervices 
for the day were over, where he fhould 
find the door open, and his Miltrefg 
there, alone, without lights or wit- 
nefles, and ready to exchange matual 
vows with him, at the foot of the 
altar. 

Henrietta excufed herfelf from being 
prefent at the ceremony, on pretence 
of keeping clear from the refentmént 
of her Guardian ; and immediately re- 
tired. The impatient Melville, with 
his Parfon, was punctual to the time 
and place; and Henrietta having dref- 
fed herfelf in a female garb, which the 
had fecreted from her Sifler’s wand- 
robe, perfonated the expected Bride, 
paffed through the tremendous ritual 
of for better for wore, and then part- 
ed, for that night, to prevent detection 
or fufpicion, ‘ 

The neil morning, Mr. Mallet 
having confulted his niece upon the 
fubject, and received her confent,sale- 
clared his acceptance of Mry Armi- 
tage’s propofals; which left the enrap- 
tured Lover now at liberty to pro- 
claim the fucc efs of his paffion to all 
his friends ; which reaching the ears 
of the feif-fecure Melville, naturally 
fo piqued his honour and his pride, 
that taking his friend and witnels, the 
Chaplain, along with him, he went 
directly in fearch of his rival ; whom 
having foon met with, he in a peremp- 
tory tone commanded to forbear his 
tranfports, upon fuch vain prefumption, 
and alfo refrain from any future vi- 
fits in that quarter, or expeét™ the re- 
fentment of a perfon who had a ‘right 
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to impofefuch an injunction upon 
him. 

The warmth of Mr. Armitage, who 
was likewife as /elf-fufficient, on his part, 
rofe immediately to fuch an height, 
upon this chalienge, that the moment 
might have proved fatal to one or 
other of the champions, if the prv- 
dence of Mr. Bruce, who happened 
luckily to be prefent, had not interpo- 
fed, and called for an explanation 
of the myftery. 

Mr. Melville was too proud to give 
one himfelf, and the piqued Armitage 
was relapfing into choler again, when 
the good Clergyman, forefeeing the 
unhappy confequences of their mifun- 
derftanding each other, without wait- 
ing for his friend’s permiffion, imme- 
diately flood forth, and related the 
tran{action of the night before, in the 
manner the reader has already been 
made acquainted with it. 

This worthy p@rfon being a man of 
a refpectable character, and undoubted 
veracity, his teftimony foon obviated 
all doubt in Mr. Armitage’s mind, 
with regard to the truth of the fact. 
His furprize and refentment ftruggled 
which fhould predominate in his breaft, 
ahd thinking that he had now no fur- 
ther meafures to preferve with his faith- 
lefs miftrefs, he defired Mr. Bruce to 
deliver his knowledge and confidence 
with regard tohis prior contraét with 
the fame lady. 

As foon as Mr. Bruce*had finifhed 
his ftory, the aftonifhed Melville quit- 
ted the place, and fet out forthwith in 
fearch of his friend and confidant 
’ Henrietta ; while the enraged Armi- 
tage with equal hafte repaired to 
the houfe of Mr. Mallet, to expoftulate 
with, and reproach, the treacherous 
Ethelinda. 

On his entrance, he found the 
innocent and unfufpecting vittim and 
her friend Maria together; [ /e the 
Plate | and at fight of her lover, the 
fond Ethelinda, her eyes {fparkling 
with joy, thus addreffed herfelf to him : 
«« Give me leave,-my dear Armitage,”’ 
faid the, ‘* to felicitate myfeif, at leaft, 
** upon the fuccefs of your negocia- 


A Miftakee—A Quarrel. 


“< tions with both of our fuperiors sa)! 
*s I fhould hope, added fhe thy 
‘¢ your happinefs, on this event, dog; 
‘© not fall fhort of mine.” 

«¢ Worthlefs and difingeanons yo. 
‘man ! replied he, I came not hi. 
‘¢ ther, either to offer or receive fi) 
‘* congratulations as you would now 
«¢ impofeon me. I had often read, jy. 
*« deed, of the artifices of Cognes, 
“¢ and the fraudsof Jilts ; but having, 
‘¢ hitherto, only met with them ij 
“‘ Novels, I, charitably,  fuppofed 
‘< them to have been rather the fables 
of invention, than the true hiftory 
‘* of female hearts ; but you, madam, 
«© have fo fully realized thefe fuppofed 
‘6 fictions, in your own character, that 
‘« my fole errand in this vifit, is to te- 
‘¢ Jeafe you from any future embarrafl- 
‘* ment, On my accaunt, and to de. 
‘¢ clare my thorough abhorrence and 
<¢ contempé of your paft conduct.” 

The harfhneds and feverity of thefe 
expreflions put it beyond the power 
of the unhappy and furprized Ethelin- 
da to offer the leaft fyllable in her de. 
fence: She ftood mute and motionlef, 
without even attempting to afk a fo. 
lution of this extravagance 5 and as the 
confufion which upbraided innocence 
is apt naturally to fallinto, bearsfome- 
times the femblance of guilt, the faf- 
fered the miftaken Armitage to depart 
abruptly, with a thorough conviction 
of her perfidy, leaving her and Maria 
in the utmoft confternation. 

While this fcene was pafling in one 
part of the houfe, the aftonifhed Mel 
ville had an interview with Henrietta, 
in another; but their converfation, 
upon the fubject, may be fo eafily ima 
gined by the reader, who is already 
apprized of the particulars, that it were 
needlefs to wafte his time, by repeat. 
ing either the words, or the fubftance 
of it, here. 

The diftrefled Henrietta was ex 
tremely alarmed at the confequences of 
her difingenuous ftratagem, which the 
blindnefs of her paffion had prevented 
her from forefeeing, before ; but col- 
leéting all her forces together, fhe in- 
treated the juitly provoked hufband to 
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A Difcovergom All as it foould be. 


ufpend his opinion and cenfure upon 
he matter, for a few hours; promifing, 
by that time, to refolve the difficulty 
o both the parties, and faubmit the 
author of thefe miftakes to their re- 
fentment, or their mercy, according 
to their judgement of the offence. 

Accordingly the intire Dramatis 
Perfone of our ftory were fummon- 
ed, by her, to meet that evening at 
Mr. Mallet’s houfe, where they ail 
punually affembled ; and having 
been apprized by Mr. Melville of 
the occafion of this rendezvous, they 
remained ftaring at one another, in 
filent wonder, for fome time, impa- 
tient for a revelation of this hitherto 
inexplicable myftery. 

At length Henrietta made her ap- 
pearance, compleatly equipped in a 
{uit of her Sifter’s cloaths, with a hat 
and fword in her hand ; which laying 
at the feet of Mr. Melville, and drop- 
ping her curtfey to the reft of the a- 
mazed groupe, fhe delivered herfelf 
before them, with a trembling voice, 
in thefe or other words to the fame 
purpofe. 

“There refign my manhood, faid 
«< the, but without’prefenting you with 
**any metamorphofe. What I now 
‘* appear to be, I really am; but my 
“ too anxious Mother had impofed my 
«late femblance on the world, from 
‘* the moment of my birth, for’ a rea- 
“fon which mui now fufficiently be 
** obvious to “the wronged Mr. Mel- 
‘ville, 1 ieconded his addreffes to 
** my Sifter with the moft perfeét fin- 
** cerity and warmth of friendfhip; and 
*‘ had the accepted of his alliance, I 
*¢ was refolved to have made the fame 
“* difcovery of myfelf that I do at pre- 
** fent, and fhould then have refted hap- 
** py in their mutual felicity. But it be- 
‘* ing otherways ordained by Fate, and 
*“my own heart having unawares 
*‘ caught the flame with which Thad 
*‘ endeavoured toinfpire my Sifter’s 
** breaft, I hereconfefs, to my fhame, 
‘‘thatI was tempted into the raf 
“* Pamour, or Clandeftine Marriage, 
“the ceremony of which was pat- 
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“ fed through laft night, bétween Mr. 
‘ Melville and me, under the difguife 
“* of the very habiliments I now wear, 
‘* and which device has occafioned fo 
** much perplexity among us, this day. 
*¢ The ftrength of my patiion fugeeited 
‘* the purpofe to meggand the frailty 
“* of my Sex led methto the unwar- 
“* rantable artifice. But to thew you 
«« that [ am pofleffed of fentiments not 
«¢ anworthy of the habit I have to long 
«* worn, J here, faid fhe, addrefling 
“< her fpeech to Mr. Melviile, not on- 
‘< ly furrender to you your eftate, but 
“¢ alfo releafe you from the engage- 
‘¢ ment you have been, unknowingly, 
*¢ deceived into, if your heart—fhail 
*¢ Fventure to pronounce it—fhould 
*¢ yiot, now in the light, accompany 
** the hand you had pledged to me in 
* the dark.” 

At thefe words, the admiring and 
approving Melville f{prang forward 
and catched her in his arms, declaring 
that both her beauty, love, and ho- 
nour were fufficient inducements to 
make him ratify the contract; while 
the aftounded and abafhed Armitage, 
with acountenance of contrition, in a 
pofture of fupplication, at the injured 
Ethelinda’s feet, implored forgivenefs 
of his error and injuttice. 

His offence was fo very excufable, 
from the validity of the teftimony at 
that time laid before him, that he had 
but to relate the circumitances of it, 
to infure his pardon. . A general joy 
diffufed itfelf throughout the company, 
upon thefe two happy occafions ; and 
to compleat the jubilee, Mr. Armitage 
and Ethelinda were permitted to rea- 
lize their former engagements, that 
very night ; his Father and her Guar- 
dian being both prefent, and confent- 
ing to their union, 

Having here gathered all my per- 
fonages together at the end of my 
ftory, like the conclufion of a Come- 
dy, I thall now difmifs my audience 
without any other Epilogue than the 
wifhing them a good night, and fub- 
fcribing myfelf, their moft humble 
and obedient fervant, Z. 


THOUGHTS * 
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To the Eviror of the Westminster Macazint, 


THOUGHTS on EDUCATION, 


*Tis Education forms the common Mind: 
Juft_as the Twig is bent, the Tree’s inclin’d. Pope. 


SIR, 

74 HERE is nothing more certain, 

than that a good Education is 
effentially neceflary for carrying us thro’ 
tlee worid with propriety ; as the great- 
eft abilities without it make a very 
indifferent figure in life, and (for want 
of being properly guided) oftentimes 
prove of dangerous confequences to 
the poffeffor. Mr. Addifon fays, that 
** he confiders an human foul without 
¢¢ Education, like marble in the 
** guarry, which fhews none of its 
** inherent beauties, till the tkill of 
** the polifher fetches out the co- 
lours, makes the furface fhine, and 
** difcovers every ornamental cloud, 
* fpot, and vein, that runs through 
** the body of it. Education, (fays 
**. he) after the fame manner, when 
** it works upon a noble mind, draws 
** out to view every latent virtue and 
‘© perfection, which, witheut fuch 
*< helps, are never able to make 
«¢ their appearance.” Great Aézilities, 
without Eaucation, ferve only to per- 
plex the ideas, and miflead the imagina- 
tion: for, like wild uncultivated fhrubs, 
they rather injure than cherifh the 
foil ; but when pruned and governed 
by a judicious hand, every beauty and 
ornament appears in the greateft per- 
fection ; and what before feemed a wil- 
dernefs over-run with weeds, is now a 
fine, handfome, well-finifhed garden. 
To be a complete matter A every 
thing which conftitutes a part of 
Education, would require more time 


* than moft people have to beftow upon 


it ; however, every perfon has it in 
his power to allot time enough in its 
fervice to gain fufficient inftru€tion to 
carry him through the world in fuch 
a {phere as he is obliged to move 
in. For, tho’ I muft allow that a libe- 
ral Education is very commendable, 


I think it totally ufelefs in many fity. 
ations, and rather injurious than bene. 
ficial; as for inftance, in a Tradeh 
man, or moft other inferior ftationy, 
where a little reading, writing, a 
accompts are as much as are requilite, 
and where the learned languagescannot 
poflibly be of fervice; it anfwering 
the fame purpofe to them, if they can 
make out and fettle their accomps 
in a plain intelligent manner, as if 
they were complete in every branch 
of polite literature. A knowledge of 
Letters is certainly very defirable, 
and Gentlemen fhould make it the 
principal part of their ftudy to attais 
it ; for as Education is their particular 
charatteriftic, fo nothing diftinguithes 
them fo much from the Vulgar, as 4 
fuperiority in point of behaviour and 
underftanding ; both which, in a grea 
meafure, are derivable from it. 

The moft ufeful part of Education, 
and which is abfolately neceffary in 
every degree of life, feems totally dif 
regarded ; that is, @ Amowledge of tlt 
Laws of our Country, which as neatly 
concern the common Cottager as the 
ftately Courtier, and in which the one 
is almoft as much interefted as the 
other. On them are founded all our 
happinefs ; they fecure tous out 
liberties, our lives, and all that 3 
valuable and dear to us: and at 
the fame time that they are fo favour 
able to the Subject, they flrongly 
guard the prerogatives of the Prince; 
and are in themfelves fo comprehen 
five, fo wife, fo equitable, and come 
fo near the Law of Nature, and the 
Divine Pattern, that not one nation 
on the earth can boaft of the means for 
fo gooda government. In thefe Laws 
every perion is generally, but maby 
particularly, interefed ; nor can I {es 
how one office can be filled with pros 
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A Knowledge of the Laws of our Country requifite in every Station. 


iety, from the Conftable to the Lord 
hancellor, without fome knowledge 
fthem: The judicious Dr. Black- 
one {ays, ** he thinks it an undeni- 
able pofition, that a competent 
‘ knowledge of the laws of that 
‘ fociety in which we live, is the 
‘ proper accomplifhment of every 
‘ Gentleman and Scholar; and an 
‘highly ufeful, if not an effential 
‘ part of liberal and polite Edu- 
‘ cation.” The ancient Romans were 
o well convinced of this, that, 
pereeable to -Cicero, the very Boys 
ere obliged to learn the Twelve 
ables by heart, as an indifpenfible 
leffon, to imprint on their tender 
inds an early knowledge of the 
aws and conftitution of their coun- 
ry; and tho’ the multiplicity of 
ur Laws would render a like mode 
f inftruétion almoft impracticable, 
it would be very eafy to become ac- 
quainted with fo much of them as 
concern each perfon’s particular fta- 
tion; one great advantage in our 
Laws being, that without underftand- 
ing the whole, one may be perfect in 
apart of them. And it is more for 
utility than for amufement, that we 
ought to ftudy them: for, as the 
learned Mr. Locke has obferved, ** A 
** Gentleman, whofe bufinefs is to 
** feek the true meafures of right 
and awrong, and not the arts how 
te avoid doing the one, and (cure 
himfelf in doing the other, ought 
* to be as far from f/uch a ftudy of 
** the Laws, as he is concerned dili- 
gently to apply himfelf to that 
wherein he may be ferviceable to 
his Country.” How-frequently are 
Gentlemen called upon to ferve upon 
juries! in which fituation they are to 
decide, upon their oaths, quettions of 
the niceft importance.—And how is it 
pofiible to do this without fome legal 
fill? Their incapacity unavoidably 
tirows great power into the hands of 
the Judges, who can direét, controul, 
and even reverfe their Verdi@s, almott 
at their pleafure ; by which means 
our Liberties and Properties are 
m continual danger of being deftroy- 
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ed, and our noble conftitution is laid 
open to every dangerous innovation, 
The office of a Fu/tice is of a fill more 
delicate nature, and where a thorough 
knowlege of the Law is immediately 
requifite. Hehas queftions of the great- 
eft confequence to deliberate upon, and 
his actions are of a peculiar concern to 
his fellow-/ubjes ; for either through 
ignorance, through paffion, or a mif- 
taken notion of his authority, he may 
debar them of their mott valuable blef- 
fings, and fometimes involve them in 
irretrievable ruin. Nor is it here a- 
lone, that a knowledge of the Law is 
of fuch moment. It is of the utmoft 
confequence to our Law-givers, ** who 
‘* are the guardians of our conftitution, 
** the makers, repealers, and interpre- 
** ters of our Laws ; delegated to 
‘< watch, to check, and advert every 
‘* dangerous innovation ; to propofe, 
** to adopt, and to cherifh any folid 
**and well founded improvement ; 
** bound by every tie of nature, of ho- 
** nour, and of religion, to tran{fmit 
*‘ that Conftitution, and thofe Laws, 
“* to pofterity, amended if poflible, at 
* Jeaft without derogation. And how 
*‘ unbecoming muft it appear in a 
** Member of the Legiflature, to vote 
“¢ for a new Law, who is utterly ig- 
“‘ norant of the old! What kind of 
*< interpretation can he be able to give, 
“« who is a ftranger to the text upon 
‘¢ which he comments!” The Ro- 
man Pandetts will furnifh a piece of 
hiftory very apropos to my prefent 
fabjeét, which will ferve as an inftance 
in what high efteem the Laws were held 
by them. Servius Sulpicius, a gentleman 
of the Patrician Order, and a celebra- 
ted Orator, had occafion to take the 
opinion of Quintius Mutius Scevola, 
the oracle of the Roman Law; but for 
want of being converfant in that fci- 
ence, could not fo much as underftand 
even the technical terms which his 
Counfel was obliged to make ufe of ; 
upon which Mutius Scevela could not 
forbear to upbraid him with this me- 
morable reproof : That it was a foame 
Sor a Patrician, a Nobleman, and an 
Orator, to be ignorant of the Laws un- 
der 
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der which he lived; which reproach 
had fuch an effect on Sulpicius, that he 
immediately applied himfelf to the 
fludy of the Law, and made fo great a 
proficiency in it, that he left no lefs 
than an hundred and fourfcore volumes 
of his own compiling on the fubject ; 
and in Cicero’s opinion, became a much 
more complete Lawyer than even Mu- 
tius Scevola himfelf. Tho’ it is not 
reguifite that every Senator fhould be 
fo ftudious as Su/picius was, it is at 
leaft neceflary they fhould be well ver- 
fed in the theory, general heads, and 
principles of the Law ; for it is abfurd 
to think that a Leg?/ator, more than 
another perfon, fhouid be dora a Law- 
yer, I rather agree with Tul’, «« That 
*¢a thorough acquaintance with the 
** Conftitution, isa knowledge of the 
* moft extenfive nature ; a matter of 
** fcience, of diligence, of reflection ; 
*¢ and without which no Senator can 
“¢ poflibly be ft for his office.” Butif 
I were to enumerate every utility which 
might be derived to Svcze‘y in general, 
and to individuals in particular, from 
a knowledge of the Laws of eur Coun- 
try, it would take up fome volumes 
to contain it, as it {trikes me that it is 


Novelty. 


abfolutely requifite in every ftation of 


life ; and Iam perfuaded, that ifit thou 
ever become univerfal, the gentlemen 
whofe only profeflion it is, would, a 
well as every oneclfe, find it very be 
neficial : for thofe petty-foggers who 
now take every opportunity to impok 
on the unwary and credulous, difgn. 
cing a profefion in itfelf fo honow. 
2ble, would then have a check onall 
their ations, and be obliged to ad 
with fome degree of honour and ho. 
nefty. By this knowledge, Gentle. 
men of fortune would be enabled to 
prevent the grofs and notorious impo. 
fitions which are every day prattiled 
upon them by inferior agents; ad 
the profefiion of the Law would efcap 
thoie ftigmas which are now {0 fire. 
quently and illiberally caft upon it 
Having thus confidered how efenti. 
ally neceflary a knowledge of the Law 
isin forming a complete education, | will 
take fome future opportunity co trov- 
bie you with my fentiments on the m- 
dern mode of Education ; and am, Sir, 
your conftant reader, and moft obedi- 
ent fervant, 
Bedford, B 
Marth, 1774+ 
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An 
§ IR, 
i dey is no paffion more ftrong- 


ly ingrafted in our natures, 
than the love of Novelty ; which, from 
the beginning to the end of life, is 
that reftlefs principle that keeps the 
mind in acontinual gadding,and which, 
when not under the governinent of a 
found judgment, isas much delighted 
with the newnefs of a trifling fathion, 
as with the moft ufeful difcovery in 
nature, ? 


In every ftage of life, a certain de- 


gree of this paflion is highly neceffa- 
ry ; but in no other part fo intenfe or 
requifite as in our infancy. The fic- 
klenefs in young minds ; the continual 
fhifting from one thing to another; 


the ardent longings after new play- 


ESSAY on NOVELTY. 


things, which no fooner attained, but 
grown familiar, are loathed and thrown 
afide ; is all the effeét of this paflion, 
and ftores the mind with that variety of 
ideas it fo quickiy acquires in the firk 
years.of life. ‘Thefe ideas would come 
in but flowly, were the likings of 
children fteady, and were they no 
hurried by their curiofity from objet 
to object. 

I haveoften been amufed in con 
fidering, how the neceflities of one 
tage of life are frequently the vices a 
another; and have been pleafed to fee 
a child fall oat with his coral, andr 
for a new plaf-thing, when I have 
blufhed to fee maturer years give ind 
cations of this giddinefs of — 
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which, however neceflary in children 
to ftore the imagination, and to pre- 
vent too ftrong an attachment to par- 
ticular things, yet at the age of man- 
hood is the refult of an untutored dif- 
pofition. The ac uifition of original 
ideas isthe bufinefs of childhood ; to 
compound and arrange them, the work 
of riper years; and that eagernefs af- , 
ter Novelty, and confequently fickle- 
nefs, which at firft ferved to enrich 
the fancy, now only difturbs the 
judgment. 

Hence the paffion for Novelty, al- 
tho’ never entirely deftroyed, yet na- 
turally decays; or if in due time it 
does not abate, it becomes a foible 
in the charaéter, and fhould be brought 
under proper difcipline. 

Whenever this bufy principle fo 
out-lives its occafions as to remain 
vigorous in old age, it is general- 
ly confined to a certain fett of objects ; 
and from hence arife the various tribes 
of Novelty-hunters with which Society 
{warms ; fuch as news-mongers, fhell- 
gatherers, butterfly-catchers, in fhort, 
moit of the bufy enquirers into Nature, 
without the abilities to arrange, or in- 
vention to inveftigate her laws. 

When mere curiofity is the motive 
ofa perfon’s enquiries into the pro- 
ductions of Nature, however he may be 
dignified by the fpecious name of a 
Naturalift, he is inquifitive to no pur- 
pofe; his fearch is merely after novel- 
ty, not after improvement ; for 
not diftinguifhing the great and ufeful 
works of Nature from the play fhe af- 
fects in varying the colour of a butter- 
fly or a tulip, every difcovery is of 
equal importance to him ; and tho’ he 
may be acquainted with the external 
appearance of all Nature, he knows 
no one part of her intimately, but is as 
a traveller who rides poft through a 
country, 

The man who in this manner 
heaps up knowledge, if with the 
Jeait degree of propriety it can be 
termed Knowledge, is neither better 
nor wifer than he who, to an extreme 
old age, {pent a life in purchafing fur- 
niture, which, no fooner bought than 
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pack’d up into garrets, ferved neither 
for ufe nor ornament. Indeed the heads 
of thefe ‘* children of a larger growth” 
may juftly be deemed as lumber-rooms, 
where the refufe of underftanding and 
knowledge are indifcriminately jum- 
bled together, and where it foon lofes 
its value even to the poffeffor, as it 
lofes its novelty. 

To confider the ardor, vehemence, 
and toil that men employ in their pur 
fuits, one would judge their enquiries 
to be of the greateft importance 5 but 
if we turn to the objects of thefe pur. 
fuits, we fee them as they are, ferious 
trifles; an infe&t; a muflel-fhell ; a 
weed, or a flower, 

It isnot long fince I met with an 
oration which, upon looking into, I 
imagined had been a panegyric upon 
Hercules or Thefeus, or tome iuch mon- 
fter-killers of antiquity. The Hero’s 
traverfing the globe from eaft to welt, 
from north to fouth, thro’ heats, and 
colds, and ftorms, was emphatically 
deicribed, and the dangers he was ex- 
pofed to work’d up in the highelt 
colours ; fometimes fcorched 6n the 
burning plains of Africa, fometimes 
almoft perifhed with the piercing cold 
of Lapland; fometimes impending 
from the brow of a fteep rock, which 
nodded horrid over the {welling ocean, 
the winds, and rains, and waves burit- 
ing upon him; fometimes in the 
deep caverns of the earth, difmal in 
gloom ! From all this pomp IJ expect- 
ed to hear of the Nemean lion, the 
Hydra, the Eyrmanibean boar, and the 
bringing Ceréerus from Hell. But no- 
thing like that occurred : upon reading 
a little further, I found the Hero was 
a Botanift, and his toils Simpng: 

This Simpler, for aught I know, 
might be ufeful enough in his  parti- 
cular way, and ftand the foremott a- 
mongtft his own vegetative tribes; yet 
furely his Panegyrift could not have ta- 
ken a more effectual way to reader 
both himfelf and his friend ridiculous. 
The toils and labour of a Botanilt or 
Butterfly-catcher will hardly admit of 
orteory or panegyric ; {6 neceilary is it 
in our ations, that the en dhould be 
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of importance, to render the means 
confiderable ; and where newnefs mere- 
ly is the end of our purfuits, the la- 
bour of the means only heightens the 
ridicule. . 

What is more ridiculous than to fee 
a Florift, at four every morning, hang- 
ing over a tulip with as much anxiety 
as an Alchymiit waits the happy mo- 
ment of projection ? Why all this af- 
fiduity to catch the inftant of its blow- 
ing, merely to obferve whether it opens 
with a ftreak more or lefs than he had 
yet feen ? He whothus grows over a 
flower, leads a life of very little high- 
er vegetation than the flower itfelf. 

The contemplation of the relation each 
part of the univerfe bears to the whole ; 
how mere vegetation thro’ various de- 
grees rifes almoft to life, and feems of 
kindred to the loweft fenfation ; the 
gradation, again, of fenfitive beings, 
from the Infeét to Man himfelf, and 
regarding every thing as part of an in- 
finite fcale ; is undoubtedly worthy of 
a Philofopher. A flower, a worm, a 
butterfly, may afford matter of inquiry 


Thoughis on Indolence. 


to the wifeft man, if, enlarging his 
views, he does not reft there ; andif 
from the curious ftructure of a gnat 
he is carried to the contemplation of, 
Supreme Being, and an admiration of 
that Almighty Wifdom which, ftretch. 
ing itfelf from the fmalleft atom thro’ 
infinite variety, a€tuates, impels, and 
orders the whole fyftem of things. In 
this light he will fee the uniform ope. 
rations of Nature, and that the cement. 
ing power which keeps the grea 
planets in their orbs, likewife com. 
bines the finalleft particles of matter; 
and thata Ca/ar grew from an epp, 
as well as the moft inconfiderable in. 
fe&t. His enquiries in this view will 
render him the wifer and the better 
man ; and from confidering how each 
clafs of lower animals conftantly ope. 
rate in their proper fphere, he will 
learn, that todo good to his fellow-crea- 
tures, and to direét all his toil and ftu- 
dy to the prefervation of fociety, is the 
only way of an{wering the great end of 
Creation. MURDLEM., 
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THOUGHTS on the PREDOMINANT PASSIONS 
AND 
PRESENT AGE, 


{ Continued. ] 


VICES of the 


INDOLENCE, 
HERE is nothing more condu- 
cive to vice, than a love of idle- 
nefs, The mind, difengaged from pur- 
fuitsof a more noble kind, feeks to find 
eafe in the vices and follies which pre- 
fent themfelves to it, and thus be- 
comes entangled in a maze of intrica- 
cies, overwhelmed with mifery and 
Gefpair ; for that paffion’which firlt in- 
volved the poffeffor in, prevents his 
extricating himfelf out of it. Nor is 
it in common concerns alone that In- 
dolence bears fo powerful a fway, but 
even in things of the greateft confe- 
quence ; for fuch is its influence, that 


at the fame time it exercifes itfelf on 
the body, it takes poffeffion of the 
mind, and prevents the intelleétual 
faculties from doing their duties. The 
bad confequences refulting from an en- 
couragement of this paflion are ob- 
vious.—It hinders our ever arifing to 
any degree of honour or note amongtt 
our fellow-mortals in this life—an¢ it 
bids fair to prevent our ever enjoying 
that future ftate of blifs, the attain- 
ment of whichought principally to en- 
gage our thoughts ; it being as unrea- 
ionable to fuppofe, that the Almighty 
will fhower his bleflings (of which we 
appear fo carelefs) upon us, without 
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On Icnorance—Affcctation—Pride—Scorn and Impertinence. 


sur means ; as that the waggoner, in 
the fable, fhould be able, by only fup- 
plicating Hercules, to extricate his 
waggon from the mire, without at- 
tempting to do it himfelf. 

IGNORANCE--AFFECTATION. 


When we fpeak of what Ignorance 
really is, we can attribute to it inten- 
tionally neither good or harm ;—but as 
errors in general proceed more from 
affected than real Ignorance, we ,can- 
not, when ’tis detected, cenfure it 
toomuch. It is a duty incumbent on 
all mankind, to inftru&t themfelves in 
whatever relates to the regulation of 
their lives, the fecurity of their pro- 
perties, or the enjoyment of their for- 
tunes; and an ignorance of any of 
thefe duties, or of any other of a like 
concern, can be confidered only as 
proceeding from affectation or indo- 
lence, and ought accordingly to be 
treated with the utmoft contempt. 
The Law is fo well adapted in this 
inftance, thatif a perfon pleads igno- 
rance of it, he is punifhable with the 
greateft feverity ; agreeable to a max- 
im, that 

Ignorantia Furis non excufat : 
An Ignorance of the Law excufeth not. 

For the Laws, being founded on rea- 
fon and equity, fuppofe every perfon 
capable of judging between right and 
wrong ; and therefore acting contrary 
to the one and doing: the other, are 
guilty of, and punifhable for, a breach 
ofit. In other cafes, there is the fame 
reafon for acting in a fimilar manner; 
and if affected Ignorance was always 
to meet its proper deferts, a more ge- 
neral attention would be paid to moral 
and focial duties; and Happinefs, the - 
offspring of Knowledge, would not be 
fo thy of making her appearance. 

PRIDE, 

Amongft all the paffions, there is 
none rules with fuch abfolute power as 
this, efpecially over the fair part of 
the creation ; whofe incenfe is hourly 
offered up to her fhrine, and to whole 


fervice they are - eternally devoted. 
Yet this adored, this apparent ami- 
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able Lady is the occafion of more vexa- 
tions, and the caufe of more mifery, 
than half the other paffions together. 
A blind partiality to ourfelves makes 
usin our own eyes the moft agreeable 
and perfeét of the whole creation ; and 
in proportion as we admire ourfelves, 
and as Pride tells us we are deferving 
of it, we defpifgaud diflike every one 
elfe. Hence arife the difquiets, jars, 
and broils in which mankind are every 
day involved ; hence the nice punéti- 
lios of honour by which fo many 
Fools are deitroyed ; and hence the 
poverty of, and general inattention to, 
thofe whom Provitlence has placed in 
an inferior {fphere. From Pride come 
wars among princes ; Pride begets con- 
tentions between the clergy, occafions 
difputes and quarrels among the nobi- 
lity, and brings on all mankind dif- 
contents, wretchednefs, and mifery, 
In her train of admirers, with fiullen 
and provoking afpect, fit 


SCORN and IMPERTINENCE, 


Whole actions tend only to difap- 
pointment and vexation. The one, 
with imperious and difdainful air, 
fpeaks only to give uneafinefs; the 
other watches every opportunity to 
provoke ; and by taking up their re- 
fidence with, and becoming the con- 
ftant companions of, Pride, make ha- 
vock with every heart they attack. 
The general objects of their attention 
are perfons of inferior birth, and of 
moft profound ignorance; who from ~ 
a ftate of obfcurity have arrived to a 
plentiful fortune, and thereby become 
recommended to the notice of their 
fuperiors. Thefe exercife their tyran- 
ny over their inferiors in fortune, and 
joined with vanity, ingratitude, im- 
pudence, and dulnefs, become infen- 
fible to every thought of honour, vir- 
tue, modefty, or good-nature; and 
drive madly on, Fehu-like, *till they 
are overtaken with furfeit, impotence, 
or infamy; when, as they deferve no 
pity, they become juft objects of ridi- 
cule and contempt. * 


[ To b¢ continued. }° 
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M* St—ckl—y was a Gentle- 


man of avery ancient fami- 
ly, and of an eftate of a thoutand 
pounds a year. In his youth he was 


Mbred to the law; and he pofieffed 


fuficient abilities to have made a 
progrefs in it. Being once put into 
motion, he was extremely apt to 
continue fo; and when at reit, he 
hated moving. By this difpofition, 
when he was prevailed on by his 
companions to .pafs°an evening in 
gaiety, he never defired to change 
that manner of living, and would 
have perfifted in it for ever, if he 
could have prevailed on them to con- 
tinue with him ; being then as eccen- 
tric and as inclined to motion as a 
comet. In like manner, when he 
had once become fedentary by two 
or three days tarrying at his cham- 
bers, he hated the thoughts of being 
put into attion again, and was always 
with difficulty brought abroad ; like a 
heavy ftone which has lain fome time 
in one place on the ground, and form- 
ed itfelf a bed, out of which it is not 
eafily removed. 

When he left London, he retired 
into the country, filled with the pro- 
jet of perfecting the perpetual mo- 
tion. This naturally kept him much 
at home in purfuit of this ftudy: and 
as no one in the town had refolution 
enough to reafon with him on the af- 
fair, or was of importance enough to 
make him change his defign, that habit 
of perfifting in one way kept him at 
home entirely. During the courfe of 
more than thirty years, he never came 
abroad but once, which was, when he 
was obliged to take the oath of alle- 

iance to King George the Firft. 
This was the only time he changed his 
fhirt, garments, or fhaved himfelf, 
the whole time of his retirement, He 
was avery little man, and at once the 
moft nafty and cleanlieft perfon alive ; 
wafhing his hands twenty timesa day, 
and negleting every other part. Dur- 


t . 
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A MOST SINGULAR CHARACTER, 








ing this confinement, he never had his 
bed made. After he had given ove; 
all hopé$ of fuccefs in the perpetual 
motion, he took pleafure in obferviny 
the work and policy of ants, and 
ftocked the whole town fo plentifilly 
with that infect, that the fruits in the 
gardens were devoured by them, 

During the reign of the immortal 
Queen Anne, whenever the Duke 
of Marlborough opened the trenches 
againft any city in Flanders, he broke 
ground at the extremity of a floor in 
his houfe, and made his approaches 
regularly with his pick-axe, gainin 
work after work, which he had chalk. 
ed out on the ground, according 
to, the intelligence in the Gazette, 
He took the town in the middlgof 
his floor at B—def—d, the fame day 
his Grace was mafter of it in Flan. 
ders; and every city coft hima new 
floor. 

During the time of" this ftay within 
doors, he never fat on a chair; and 
when he chofe to warm himfelf, he 
had made a pit before ‘the fire, into 
which he leapt, and thus fat on the 
floor. 

He fuffered no one to fee him but 
the heir of his eftate, bis brother and 
fitter; the fifff/m@ever but when he 
fent for him, and that very rarely ; 
the others fometimes once a year, 
and fometimes feldomer—when he was 
chearful, talkative, and a lover of 
the tittle-tattle of the town. 

His family confifted of two fervant- 
maids, one of whom flept in the 
houfe, the other not, Notwithftanding 
this fingularity and apparent avarice, 
he was by no means a lover of money ; 
for, during this whole time, he had 
never received nor afked for any rent 
from any of his tenants ; and thole 
who brought him money he would of- 
ten keep atan inn more than a week, 
pay all their expences, and fend them 
back again without receiving a hil- 
ing. 

He 
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He lived well in his houfe, and 
frequently gave to the poor; always 
eat from large joints of meat, and ne- 
ver faw any thing t “ice at his table ; 
and at Chriftmas he divided a certain 
fam of money amongft the neceflitous 
of the town. ° 

He feemed to be afraid of two 
things only; one, being killed for 
his riches ; the other, being infe&ed 
with a difeafe; for which reafon he 
would fend his maid fometimes™ to 
borrow a half crown from his neigh- 
bours, to hint he was poor ; and al- 
ways received the money which was 
paid him, in a bafon of water, to 
prevent taking infection from thofe 
who paid him. 

He never kept his money under 
lock and key, but piled it up on the 
fhelves, before the plates in his 
kitchen. In his chamber, into which 
ng, fervant had entrance during the 
time of his tarrying at home, he had 
two thoufand guineas on the top of a 
low cheft of drawers, covered with duft, 
and five hundred lying on the floor, 
where it lay five-and-twenty years. 
This laft fum a child had thrown.down, 
which he was fond of playing with, by 
overietting a table that {tood upon one 
foot; the table continued in the fame 
fituation alfo. ‘Thro’ this money he 


had made two paths, by kicking the 
pieces upon one fide ; one of which led 
from the door to the window ; the 
other from the window to the bed. 

When he quitted the Temple in 
London, he left an old portmanteau 
over the portal of the ante-chamber, 
where it had continued many years 
during which time the chambers hall 
paffed through feveral hands ; when, 
at laft, the Gentleman who poflefied 
them ordering his fervant to pull it 
down, it broke by being rotten, and 
out fell four or five hundred pieces of 
gold, which were found to belong to 
him from the inclofed papers: this 
he had never examined afier, It is 
generally fuppofed, alfo, that he had 
put fome thoufands of pounds into the 
hands of a Banker, or lent them to 
fome Tradefman in London, without 
taking any memorandum from the 
perfon; all which are lof&to his 
heirs, as he would never fay to whom 
he lent them, through fear, perhaps, 
left he fhould hear it was loft ; which 
fome minds can bear to fufpect, tho’ 
not to know pofitively. After more 
than thirty years living a reclufe, he- 
was at lait found dead in his bed, co- 
vered with lice. And thus ended the 
life of this whimfical Being. 
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Occafioned by HypocriricaL Proressors of RELIGION. 


SIR, 
HERE is no perfon in the 
world who pays a greater re- 
gard to the Chriftian religion than 
myfelf. Iam convinced that it is a 
revelation confiflent with our notions 
of the Deity, and altogether fuitable 
to the ftate of fallen Nature ; and al- 
though many of its myfteries are be- 
yond human comprehenfion, yet its 
doétrines are purer than could ever be 
devifed by man. 
It gives me, therefore, great con- 
cern when I meet with any of its 


a 


‘ 


profeffors affuming a character fo ex- * 
cellent, with no other apparent view 
than to commit the moft atrocious 
crimes. A conduct fo diametrically 
oppofite to the purity of Chriftian 
morals, muft not only be extremely. 
wicked in the offending party, buatal- 
fo very prejudicial to others; efpe- 
cially as it brings religion into con- 
tempt ; and tov often, by inducing the 
weak to imagine it an impofition, 
- thefe throw off every fort of regard for 
its duties, ’till at lait they plange 
themfelves into all mauner of crimes. 
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It isthe great misfortune of many 
people to imagine, that every profef- 
for of Chriftianity muft be a faint, 
becaufe its firft teachers were juftly in- 
titled to that appellation. But this 
ftill- falls heavier on the Clergy. 
Much is expeéted from them; nay 

ore, perhaps, than is confiftent 

th Human Nature. Were the Clergy 
convinced what influence their con- 
du€& has on that of their hearers, 
they would (to ufe the beautiful lan- 
guage of Scripture) fet a watch upon 
their mouths, and guard the door of 
their lips ; and when they find it ne- 
ceflary to indulge themfelves in any 
innocent pleafures, they would ob- 
ferve fuch aregular decorum as would 
rather endear them to the lower orders 
of the Laity, than by a conduct quite 
the reverfe throw a ftumbling-block 
in their way. Ihave been led into 
thefe refle€tions from being witnefs to 
an incident which happened at a little 
town in Yorkfhire a.few months ago, 
where I was on ajourney. The gay 
and unthinking would endeavour to 
turn it to the prejudice of religion ; 
but the ferious will confider it as the 
fatal effects of the depravity of Hu- 
man Nature. As a Clergyman was 
concerned, I fhall conceal his denoini- 
nation, that no party may be offended, 
and that none but the guilty may ap- 
propriate it to themfelves. 

A young Clergyman lately come 
from the Univeshaty, had procured a 
fmall living in the place. Great re- 
gard was paid to every thing deli- 
vered by him from the pulpit; the 
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eyes of all men are upon our condué 
and it was obferved that the young 
Gentleman was very frequent in his 
vifits to a religious young Lady who 
lived in the parith. It was but little 
regarded for fome time, till a perfon 
more curidus than the reft, one even- 
ing looked through the window, and 
faw them engaged in an action incon. 
jiftent with modefty to relate. He 
immediately alarmed the #tighbour- 
hood, and the whole place was foon 
in an uproar. The confequence was, 
the young Pricft was degraded from 
his function, and all thofe who had 
obeyed his public exhortations before, 
confidered the whole of religion asa 
cheat, and the office of a Clergyman 
only an impofition upon mankind; 
and many of them from that period 
confidered Chriftianity merely as a 
political tool. 

From the whole I could ftot help 
making the following reflections, 

Firtt, That we fhould not expet 
more from men than is —confiftent 
with Human Nature. 

Secondly, That Clergymen fhould 
be very circumfpe& in all their ac- 
tions ; nor fhould they ever teach their 
hearers one fingle duty which they 
cannot practife themfelves. 

Thirdly, That the vices of indivi- 
duals ought never to prejudice us 
againft the truth of a’ received fyf- 
tem; nor fhodliive condemn the 
whole, for the failings of a few. 


I am, Sir, your conftant Reader, 
SILENUS, 





For the WESTMINSTER MaGaziNeE. 


_ MOMUS: or, The LAUGHING PHILOSOPHER. 


NUMB 


T has been already obferved, that 

if a man were to continue laugh- 
ing at every folly or excefs he fees, he 
would certainly have little elfe to 
do all his life. Every day confirms 
me more in this opinion; as every 
day prefents more follies to my view, 
and, what is worfe! difcovers in the 
culprits a difpofition to perfevere in 
them. 


ER XVI. 


But what abfurdity is there that - 
habit will not confirm, or cuftom and 
the fafhion of the times fupport? 
Yet, fhould we look back to the cuf- 
toms and fafhions of the fame people 
a century or two ago, how different 
fhould we find them from thofe of 
the prefent times ! how oppofite and 
contradictory !—As to the good people 
of this Ifland, the turn of their minds 
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Beau Bell 


feems to be ‘almoft as much altered as 
the cut of their cloaths ; the fafhions 
even of their virtues and vices are 
changed: the former are, indeed, re- 
fined upon, but, I fear, to little ad- 
vantage ; and in fpite of the flim- 
fy ornaments that men would tack 
to them, are apparently the worfe for 
wear, if one may be allowed the ex- 
prefioh. ‘Their vices and follies have 
likewife uf@@rgone a degree of alter- 
ation, which in many refpects feems 
to be arefinement upon wickednels- 
and abfurdity. 

Should Momus mention the mon- 
ftrous vices which prevail in this 
great Metropolis, Satire herfelf would 
itartle at them: fome have been al- 
ready noticed, whilft others require 
the pen of a Perfius, rather than a 
Momus, to correct them. It is his 
intention at prefent to aim at excefies 
in their ffrft origin much lefs atro- 
cious, but which in the end, if not 
properly checked, may inf@feafe to a 
gigantic fize ; for fuch is the nature of 
Habits, which encouraged grow every 
hour, and at length bear down the 
force of Reafon,» and of Virtue itfelf, 
before them. 

Tt is on this very account that an 
endeavour to laugh men out of their 


, excefles is moft peculiarly laudable, 


and generally fuccefsful. The rigid 
precepts of Moralifts are feldom {fo 
well received, 





¢ Ridiculum acri 

“ Fortius ac melius”* id 
fays the Roman Safirift ; and our own 
Pope has no lefs juftly obferved upon 
Enormities, which are 
“ Safe fromthe Bar, the Pulpit, and the Throne, 
“* But aw'd by facred Ridicule alone !” 

Itis on this plan that the Comic 
Mufe has fo often and fo fuccefsfully 
tried her efforts, and prefented her 
mirrour, the mirrour of Truth, to Vite, 


* Folly, and AffeCtation ; inflicting her 


fevereit lafhes with fmiles, and pleafing 
while the wounds.—If her excellent 
qualities have fometimes been abufed, 
it has been rather owing to the vitiat- 
ed Tafte of the Town, than to the ill 
tendency of the Mufe: and here, as 
in moft other things of the kind, falfe 
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Tafte has prevailed over every other 
confideration, and even gone fo far as 
to turn good into evil. 

However, where this is not the cafe, 
it is with the greateft pleafure that we 
fee genuine Satire encouraged, or the 
Tafte, as well asa poignant method of re 
prehenfion, which feldom fails of being 
really ferviceable to. the Community. 

There are, indeed, many arguments 
which militate againit the mode of ex- 
pofing particular perfons, as fuch, upon 
the itage ; and moft of them appear to 
be valid: as a proof of which, how 
many living inftances do we fee of 
people who have been more than 
once on the Theatres, who knew it 
too, and have yet perfifted in their 
extravagancies ! 

One of thefe charatters is Beau Bell, 
whofe follies in every tage of life have 
rendefed him an object of pity to his 
friends and relations, and of ridicule 
and contempt to ftrangers. 

If a Coquette among the women is 
a moft ridiculous and juftly reprehen- 
fible character, furely a Male Coquette 
is infinitely more difgufting ; yet this 
is the charaéter of Beau Bell. In his 
youth he gave himfelf all the affe&ted 
airs of a vain young Female: he was 
at all times on the watch:to catch the 
women in his fnares; though, to fay 
the truth, he was more innocent than 
he meant to be, for he had but little 
fuccefs ; that little, however, he con- 
ftantly abufed :——and thus he trifled 
on the firft years of his life, a€ting up to 
the Female Character in the Beggar’s 
Opera— 

« Pleas’d to ruin, 
€ Others wooing, 
¢¢ Never conftant in his own.” 

Love, properly fo called, was cer- 
tainly a ftranger in his breaft; and he 
feemed to look upon the moft beauti- 
ful part of the Creation as mere toys, 
created only for hisamufement. But 
while he was thus diverting himfelf, age 
ftole upon, him infenfibly, and he began 
to feel tli want of thofe focial pleafures 
which he had flighted; yet prejudices 
too ftrong for Reafon, prevented, and 
will ftill prevent him from acknow- 
ledging, or even endeavouring to re- 
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A Noble Charaéer. 


» form his error ; and he at this time 


exhibits in his perfon the portrait of 
an old battered Beau, prattifing the 
felf-fame airs as ever, which, from 
difzuifing, are now become detefable, 
and render him infinitely more the 
ontemrt of the World than ever. 

Such is Beau Bell; yet tho’ he is 
fingular in the lengths to which he has 
carried this charaéter, yet he is by no 
means fo in the adoption of it. Con- 
tempt is the leaft punifhment that fuch 
men can juflly expeét to receive ; gnd 
they feldom fail to meet with it, how- 
ever exalted their ftation in life maf 
be, at the hands of the impartial Pub- 
lic, from whofe tribunal theré is no 
appeal. 

If thefe are not fubjects of Laugh- 
ter, it will be hard to fay what are ; 
yet how happy might we be jp find 
that thofe, and fome others which 
have been already mentioned, were 
the only follies remaining to be cor- 
re&ted in this our Age ; but alas! 
quite the contrary is the cafe: 
‘Their name is Lecion 3 and it is to 
be feared, little Iefs than a miracle 
will caft them out from our fhores; 
though it is certain that they may be 
checked and kept under by the Cri- 
tics, and, in a great meafure, prevent- 
ed from diffufing their influence where 
they have not already too far prevailed. 

Triflers, who doat upon baubles 
more than their wives, in town; Fox- 
hunters, who are fond of their hounds, 
in the country; Ladies who prefer 
their lap-dogs to their hufbands ; and 
wretched Indifferents who love no- 
body but themfelves;—all thefe are 
charaéters too frequent amongit us ; 
and yet, though [ have not room 
here to particularize them, not one of 
them fhall efcape the lath while Mo- 
mus can wield a pen, or point his im- 
partial fatire againit them. 

But what will the World think — 
what will the Reader think of a Noble 
Character, (if fuch he may be juitly cal- 
Jed) now paft the ** hey day of the Paf- 
fions,” andon the verge of declin- 
ing years — what will they think of 
fuch an ene giving himfelf up to fol- 


. ly and to vice, and even {corning the 


beaten path, in order to run into un- 


common exceffes ? 

This éllufrious perfonage has 
Lady who is fome ten years younger 
than himfelf, ftill.in the prime of life 
and in the bloom of beauty, and the 
has brought him a fine child, who is 
be heir to his eftate (it is to be hop- 
ed not to his follies). — But her hof. 
band cannot relifh her s—he mui g0 
abroad to feek freth intrigues ; and 
yet amongft all thefe, from the look 
Woman of Quality down to the 
Derep, or prateffed votary of Ve. 
nus, alas! few, very few of them cin 
pleafe him.—In the very embraces of 
full-blown Beauty he pines ; he lan. 
— in the midft of enjoyment,—A 

ind miitrefs, a too obedient and ealy 
wife complete his pleafures, and footh 
all his cares what then can he 
want ?— Why he fighs only for= 
a virgin twelve years old, 

Thus do Men’s follies ftill run on, 
degenerating into vices, nor ftop a 
lait at th@greateft enormities.—Ar 
we not then juiftified in checking by 
every means the former in their firk 
dawnings, left they fhould, at length, 
grow up into the latter; and thus, a 
lait, be bold enough even to defy ou 
chaitifements ? 

it may not, perhaps, be amifs to ob- 
ferve here, that as the greateft evil# 
arifeé from {mall beginnings, fo itis 
likewife true, that from a wrong tur 
of mind encouraged in youth, and 1- 
pened into what is afterwards called 
Tatte, arife many of the vices and ab- 
furdities at this day complained of— 
How careful, therefore, ought Pareats 
to be, that they do. not by their bad 
conduct expofe their Children to ha 
tred or to ridicule !—The different bi- 
affes which Mankind incline to in early 
youth, greatly refemble lines ftruck 
out from a central point, whofe varia- 
tion is at firftinfenfible, but which, 
when they arrive at the circumference, 
der in the moft extreme degiee.— 
The application of this may be conf- 
dered as more than a fimile, —IF it were 
properly attended to, there would no 
be io many fubjeéts for Satire in the 
world; we fhould not have fo much 
to deteft, nor¢o laugh at, but mo 
to refpect and admire. 



















p has 3 
| younger 
1¢ of life, 
and who 
who is to 
» be hop. 
her hof. 
mutt go 
ues 5 and 
the loofe 
1 to the 
r of Ve. 
them can 
ibraces of 
he lan- 
nent,—A 
and ealy 
ind footh 
n can he 
ly for = 


1 run on, 
r ftop a 
25, — Are 
cking by 
their firlt 
at length, 
| thus, at 
> defy our 


nifs to ob- 
rteft evilsi 
, fo itis 
rong turn 
, and fi 
rds called 
2s and ab- 
ined of.— 
rt Parents 
their bad 
en to has 
ferent bi- 
to in early 
res ftruck 
r0fe varia 
ut which, 
imference, 
degiee.— 
: be conti- 
If it were 
would not 
ire in the 
> fo much 
but more 

















































[ 





THE COURT 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


dn Heroic and Elegiac Ertstie from Mrs. 
Gairve, in Newgate, to Mr, C—— F———, 


ID I, to mend thy ragged, fad eftate, 
| 4 Deferve to peep through Neygate’s iron 
rate 5 

And can'ft thou, Charles, purfue her with a 

frown, 

Who to improve thy fortune loft her own? 
Bay, will the gen’rous World this aé believe, 
That thou wert deaf when Juftice banith’d 

Grieve ? 
The ftinty Akerman—-the Turnkeys weep, 

o think that one fo fair fhould crofs the Deep, 

Ay adverfe fate would foften hardeft rocks ; 

And yet-thofe woes won’t move the foul of 
Do I deferve this rigour of the Land, 

When thou efcap’ft, altho’ fro *s 

hand , "s 
hou took’ ft the cafh—and witha promife, too, 
Affur'd the Maid that thou wou’'d’ft give it 
Cc ? 
But many to their grief, their forrow, find 

That thou art lucky, and that Fie/ding’s blind. 

ad Juftice not been blind, I ne’er had known 

his cage, while thou, a bird of night, art 
flown ! 

ou call it female artifice, chicane, 

Vorthy ofthieves, and nymphs of Drury-lane : 
But tell me, Charles (for thou alone can’ft tell), 

s there not artful merit in the Belle 

hocan impoie, trepan the very Rogue== 
hat even cheats the bearded Synagogue ? 
Am I to hang for looking o’er the gate, 
hile you the gelding fteal, yet ride in ftate ? 
Charles, thou yiciousCulprit of thefe Times ! 
Were we rewarded juftly for our crimes, 
Many who thrive about a gentle King 
ould in their Ribbons upon Tybura {wing : 
F or if great things with {mall compar’d may be, 
he knot of Ayiiff may attend on thee. 
facred knot, by which the Good have died ! 
ould I around thy neck but fee it tied, 

Then Tranfportation I'd embrace with joy, 
And gaze with tranfport on the dangling Boy. 
But where’s the hope, in thefe corrupted Times, 

hen royal virtues nourith publick crimes—= 
here is the hope that Juftice fhall prevail, 

Vhen thou art free, and I am bound in jail ? 
Hs ita crime, ye Gods! to try to-live? 

nd will you cenfure me, yet F—~ forgive ? 
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OF APOLLO: 


FUGITIVE POETRY. 


Will not your vengeance vifit Arthur’s Saint, 

And finge thofe eye-brows *—I did only paint? 

Biaft that black facemwhich I with pains im- 
prov'd ; 

Which without aids like thefe no nymph had 
lov'd. 

And tell me, gentle Czr/os, tell me true, 

If acts like thefe were not unworthy you ? 

Say, through thefe bars thall 1 renew my firain, 

And Jike thee in St, Stephen’s plead in vain ? 

Wilt thou not turn in: pity to my moan, 

But let me, ruthlefs, weep myfelf to ftone ? 

O bafe revenge ! ingratitude moft bafe! 

Thou black, fad blot of antient H———’s 
race ! 

Did I for this attend thy finiles for weeks ? 

Did I for this vermilion o’er thy cheeks ? 

Be whatf€e’er my fortune and my crime, 

Exile my fate--Virginia too my clime, 

May but my reafon to the laft remain, 

Nor that droll Anecdote efcape my brain ! 

Well I remember when tatugw'd you ftood, 

In all the dignity of H "s blood, 





Methought you feem’d unte my ravith’d fight, « 


Some Indian chief of favage Osabeite. 
Had but thy bum been painted like thy face, 
Hew had it fhone in high Numidian grace! 
A conftellation of the nether fhore, 
Which Jews might kifs, and bubbled fools 
adore, 
And fince thy face does not command a friend, 
This chance was left thee in thy /atter end. 
Now I defpife thee, Charles, with heart and 
foul ; 
With Phipps I'd fail unto the Icy Pole: 
And would thy Heine! only lift to me, 
For fuch a rake no more fhe’d crofs the fea! 
Thrice haplefs woman that on thee depends, 
Bilk’d while the’s young, and ancient without 
friends ! 
F’en teeming Charlotte Spenfer I rebuke, 
Who fticks to fuck a namby-pamby Duke: 
And let all fuffer that attempt to fway, 
Like dapper Egremont, a fair Du Tay! 
Give me my freedom on a favage thore, 
Or let me play, at Charlotte Hayes’, the whore 5 
There, like Maria and Amelia, fall 
To ev'ry courteous Ninny, large or fmall. 
Now from thefe bars I fend my laft adieu, 
And with it, Charles, my fervent curfes too, 
May’ft thou by thofe thou’ cheated be undone, 
And lofe a thoufand for a pound thou’ ft won! 
May Stephen wake to all the joys of fenfe, 
And may’ft thou tafte of ealy impotence! 
ae 





my 


* When Mrs, Grieve declared that the Lady whom fhe intended Mr, Fram, fhould mar- 


umidian cheeks to be vermilion’d. 
March, 1774. ° 


Y) could not endure a black man, he fuffered his eye-brows-to be thin’d and painted; and his 
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May all thy houfes end, like his, in flames ! 

And to the fiddling Nero * of St. James 

May it afford a fimple, ghaftly {mile, ‘ 

And thy laft lofing bett be on the tumbling 

ile! 

Alas! dear Charles, forgive a Woman’s rage, 

Complaining, raving in anironcageh _ 

Canft thou forget, when proftrate at my feét, 

Ching me all that’s elegant and fweet ; i 

Swearing that I than Mathews was more farr, 

With Vernon's cheek and gay A/meria’s air; 

Haft thou, bafe profligate! forgot thofe vows, 

And her to whom thou mad’ft thy early bows ? 

When that thy fcent was ninety thoufand 
pound, 

Did Nature eer produce fo keen 2 hound ? 

Since the /mall-pox has fpoilt her beauteous face, 

A baftard brat compleated her difgrace, 

Now all thy blackeft venom’s {pit at me, 

And Tranfportation hurries me to fea. 

Farewell, ye gambling Rakes, ye bawdy Belles, 

From R—— that writes, to C that 
fpells ; 

Ye lewd Triumvirate of Vice, adieu ; 

Sage Cardinal Blake, old Foley, and young Crew! 

Ye Sgwoir-vivres, fons of cards and dice, 

Ye little twinkling ftars of golden Vice, 

Beware the hidden flioals, the fatal rocks; 

Charybdis, SeyHaare \efs fell than F— ! 

Can thow obdurate, ftill refit my charms, 

. Anéd:leave me to a horrid Turnkey’s arms? 

Canft thou forget, thou wicked, wayward fon, 

‘The various favours which for thee I’ve done? 

Say, wilt thou‘not extenuate my crime, 

But let me fail toa Tobacco clime ? 

And there, with thieves and rogues for ever 
prove 

The lath of Scotchmen—unappeas’d by love ? 

If this my fate, O make my curfes true ! 

Qucurfe thee, Charles! and ev'ry black-beard 
Jew! 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


To Potuta, on ber Birth-day. She was born 
on the 29th of February, and confequently could 
have only Nine Birth-days in ber I wenty-ninth 
Year, which was in 1774. 


HILOM though Lloyd + and Churchill 
fung 


Your praifes in a claflick tongue, 
Yet I will not defpair 
To hail’once more this happy day, 
Salute it with my gayeft laf,, 
While you’re both young and fair, 
<llia, indeed, there was a time 
When you unto my boyifh rhime 
Would lend a lift’ning ear ; 
Then, fince my verfe is more mature, 
Won’t you that poetry endure, 
Which comes but once a year? 
But once a year! There was atime, 
I could not hold a day from rhime: 
From whence arofe the change ? 


OF APOLLO, 


Are you lefs beautiful and kind ¥ 
Or are you fickle as the wind ? 
Or have f leatnt to range’? 
Pollia, indeed, *tis not the cafe : 
Nor are the beauties of your face 
Yet fully in their prime : 
Still do I doat upon your charms, 
Still do I clafp you in my arms, 
The Mirrour of your Time, 
Your youth, like Mede, you renew : 
The f{weeteft rofes never blew 
With’ blufhes like to thine: 
The faiseft lilies ate lefs fair;. 
They hang their heads in wild defpsir, 
And own hee move divine, 
O could my verfe thy foul inflame, 
Could it infpire thee, beauteous Dame, 
No more ‘would f repine : 
With rapture I would hold thee faft, 
Pray to the Gods futh joys might laf, 
The joys of Taventy-nine. 
Sweet Twenty-nine + the fweeteft tim®, 
For bards to woo in wanton rhime, 
Woman’s then all divine! » 
Then, Cupid, hear thy Poet's pray’r: 
Never let Pollia be lefs fair, © 
Seem more than Teventy-nire! § 
Thou kind, blind boy, that bear'ftthe by, 
That warm’ft the maiden’s heart of {now, 
The ladies feather’d Page [— 
Still to my Pellia fhew thy care, . 
Tho’ old the grow, ftill keep her fair, * 
Nor let her fee her age. 
May I, my rofy, winged boy, 
Expe& that you'N prolong my joy ? 
Or thalt I feek the fhrine 
Sacred to Fenus, Mirth, and Love ? 
Her ceftos, which the Gods‘approve, 
Is made for Twenty-nine, 
Still, Pollia, grant thy kind regard, 
‘Still let me reign thy fav’rite bard, 
Though: turn’dof Taventy-nitt ; 
And when I firay on Lethe’s ftream, 
My leve fhall glow in many a theme, 
While {wains for thee repine, 
Ye blufhing Girls, and refy Boys, 
Who niot in a fea of joys, 
For raptures never pine ; 
¥e have thém all within your pow'r, 
Seize, feize the bleffings of each hour, 
And blaze to Twenty-nine. 
This day the Graces pleafe to reign, 
The Mufés tbo approve the ftrain, 
The wreath young Cupids twine + 
While I with {miles the pofy. bring, 
Thrice happy bard that lives to fing 
ToPollia Twenty-nine ! 
Ah beauteous Goddefs, Hemus fair, 
Make, make my ‘Pollia all thy cate; 
When old, nor Jet her know-it® 
Let her enjoy an age of love; 
And if thefe verfes the approve, 
Continue me her Poct. 





* So Nere once his blazing Romt furvey’d 
With harp in hanf—and as it burnt he play’d. 
+ See verfes in the St. James's Magazine by Mr, Lloyd. 
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1 the Editor of the Weftminiter Magazine, 


SIR, 

Send you a little poem, which has great me- 
rit in the writing, and an excellent moral 
inthe thought. It was wrote extempore, 
fome time fince, ppon the firft appearance 
of the Pippin, or fecond part of Midas, 
by agentleman wheie modefty, care mm an 
author, prevented him from pyblithing, or 
even giving a copy of it; But a-very young 
lady who had heard it often repeated, being 
charmed with the fentiment, got it by heart ; 
and willing, for the advantage of her Sex, to 
have it made public, has fuffered me to 
write it down from her-recital, for that pur- 
pofe; and as yours feems to be the only 
Pamphlet of the kind, whieh is likely to be 
preferved in a library, I fend it to you for 
the entertainment of your numerous readers, 
andtemain your friend, and humble Servant, 


4 new Correfpondent, 
> Mifs Cari@y, in the charaGer-of Juno, 
in the Pippin. 
AIL, vulgar-Goddefs of the foul-mouth’d 
race! 


. Jf mode Bard-may hail without offence, 

Jn whofe majeftic, bluth-difdaining face 

_ The fteady hand of Fate wrote Impudence ; 
Fiail to thy dauntlefs front and afpect bold.! 
Thrice hail, magnificent, immortal Scold"! 


Thee, Goddefs, from the Upper Gallery's 
height, 
With heedful look the jealous Fith-wife eyes; 
Tho’ early train’d to urge the mouthing fight, 
She hears thy bellowing powers with dread 
{urprize ; 
Returns inftruéted to the-realms that bore her, 
Adopts thy tones, and carries all before her. 


From thee the roaring Bacchanalian crew, 
In many atavern round the Garden known, 
Learn richer black-guard than they ever knew ; 
They catch thy look, and ftudy ev'ry tone: 
They ape the brazen honors of thy face, * 
Ard pufh the Forum round with double grace, 


Thee from his Box the Macaroni eyes; 

With level tube he takes his, diftant ftand; 
Trembling beholds the horrid ftorm arife, 

And pities Reinbuid, as you raife your hand, 
At diftance he enjoys the boift’rous geene, 
Ang thanks his ftars the Pit is plac’d between, 


So midft the fiarry honors of the night, 

The Sage explores the comet’s fiery courfe; 
Fearful he views its wild eccentric flight, 

And thudders at its overwhelming force 5 
At diftance fafe he marks its glaring ray, 
Thankful his World is mot within its way. 
Proceed then, Cat/ey, in thy great career; 

And nightly let our maidens hear and fee 
The fweeteft voice difguft the liff’ning ear, 

The fweeteft face aflume deformity : 

So fhalt thou arm them with their beft defence, 
And teach them modefty, by impudence, 
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For the Weftminfter Magazine. 


RESIGNATIGN, 
E calm, my Soul! nor more lament 
At Fortune’s adverfe gale ; # 
Can fighs or tears reftore content ? 
Can grief o’er ills prevail ? 
When Heav'n this mafs of earth deforms, 
And clouds obfcure the tkies ; 
The fix'd foundation braves the ftorm, 
Its boifterous rage defies, 


By Faith fo fix'd, the virtuous mind, 
Of facred ftores poffeft, 

Misfortunes hurt not—calm, refign'd, 
Hope cheats the patient breaft. 

By Hope inf{pit’d, fill may I view 
Each joylefs day retire ! 

May Polly’s frowns my love fubdue, 
And -damp each warm defire ! 


So fhall I, in Afflition’s {chool, 
With care each lefion gain ; 
Inftruéted learn each painful rule, 

Each precept found retain, 


Then hall no guilty, impious deed 
My innocence deftroy; 
But Wifdom teach, and Virtue lead, 
To happinefs and joy. 
York, March 1774. G. T. 
For the Weftminfter Magazine, 
Yo DELIA. 


HRO?’ Winter’s uninfpiring reign, 
A dull indifference chills the mind 3 
It darts its feeble gleams in vain, 
Nor ftorms, nor tempefts, feem unkind, 4 


But when the genial, bluthing fkies 
Have waked the foft delights of May, 
As Nature fmiles, or glooms arife, 
Gur pleafures brighten or decay. 


So, Delia, while your fenfelefs heart 
Reprefs’d the growth of generous love, 

No threatening frowas could pain impart, 
No {miles with joy my bofom move. 


But fince your looks and fighs confeft 
The tender fway of warm defires ; 

Since every fmile tauld make me bleft, 
With every frown my peace expires. 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 
A S O-N &G, 
I, 
S jenny young, as Jenny gay, 

A Pride of beauty, pride of May, 
Trips it o'er the flowery plain, 
Lov’d and admir’d by every fwain; 

if. 
My heart beats high to fee her move, 
Form’d for conqueft, form’d for love, 
Oh,! what joy to fee ber walk! 
And ob! what biifs o hear her talké 
Uz RB»? 
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Il, 
But when around her {miles the deals, 
Tort’ring pangs my bofom feels; 
Envy cafts her rankling dart, 
And all its poifon fills my heart. 

IV, 


Remove, fair Maid, this racking pain, 
Thefe crue! doubts that I fuftain ; 
Give me death, or give me eafe, 
Sufpence deftroys my wonted peace. 

Vv 


But oh, fweet Nymph ! be this my fates 
Grant me love, and banith hate ; 

Then for ever live the day, 

When I with Jenny toy and play. 


PROLOGUE 10 the Tragedy of SeTHONA. 
Spoken by Mr. RED DISH, 
Written by Mr, CUM BERLAND. 


N Claffic Times, as learned Authors fay, 
When Greek or Roman Wits produt’d a Play, 
The Herald Pfologue, ere the fports begun, 
Fairly Rept forward, and announc’d the Plan: 
In few plain words he ran the Fable through, 
And without favour publith’d all he knew. 
An honeft cuftom! for the Plan was clear, 
‘The Scene was fimple, and the Mufe fincere ; 
No tawdry fafhions warp’d the Public Tafte, 
The Times were cancid, and the Stage was 
chafte. 
Cen we expect, in thefe enlighteii’d days, 
A Courtly Age fhould hold fuch vulgar ways ? 
Or that a blabbing Prologue thould difclofe 
Scenes, which no Mufe of Fathion ever fthows? 
No, Sirs——Sethona is the Lady’s nane— 
She Jives at Memphis—of unfullied fame : 
A Tyrant woo'd ber—but Soe lik’d another, 
© gan. once “twas fear'd ber Lover was ber Brother, 
ek for the reft, a little patience borrow, 
WT he Chronicle will tel} you a)) to-morrow, 
Authors are now fo over-modeft grown, 
‘They publish all men’s writings, but their own, 
But let no living Bard conceive offence, 
Nor take the general in a partial fenfe. 
Peace to all fuch! The lab’ving Bee muft feed 
From flow’r to flow’r; perchance from weed 
to weed ; 
And fhould the comb unwelcome flavor yield, 
The fault’s not in the fabric, but the field; 
The Critic Wafp, mean while upon the wing, 
(An infect fraught with nothing but a fting) 
Difturbs th’ induftrious Hive, for malice fake, 
Marring that honey, which he cannot make. 
An abfent Bard, engag’d in diftant war, 
This night appears by Proxy at your Bar: 
As o'er Arabia’s wilds he took his way, 
From fultry Ormus and the realms of day, 
His active mind, fuperior to its toil, 
Struck out thefe fcenes upon the burning foil, 
No cooling Grottoes, no umbrageous Groves, 
To win the Graces, and allure the Loves ; 
No Heliconian fount wherein to dip, 
And flake the burning fever on his lip ; 
Before him allis defart, wafte, and drv, 
Above him flames the tyrant ofthe fky ; 
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Around his temples gath’ring whirlwinds 
And drifts of fcorching duft involve the ligh, 
Oh, {natch your Poet from impending death, 
And on this fhrine we'll hang his votive wreai! 


@ * Indeed, dear Johnny, fodo I love you,’ 






















































EPILOGUE ¢o the Tragedy of Surnoy, 
Spoken by Mrs. BARRY, 
Written by Mr. GARRICK, 


N S itis prov’d, by Scholars of great fom 
That Gypfies and Egyptians arethe fame: 
I, from my Throne of Memphis, thift the Seen, 
And of the Gypfes now flep forth the Quees! 
Suppofe, that with a blanket on my thoulde, 
An old ftrip’d jacket, petticoat Sill older, 
With ebon locks, in wild diforder {pread, 
The Diadem, a clout about my bead; 
My dingy Majefty here takes her ftand, 
Two children at my back, and one in hand; 
With curtfey thus—and arts my mother tought, 
T'jl tell your fortunes, asa Gypfey ought; 
Too far to reach your palms—J’}] mark th 
traces 

Which Fate has drawn tpon your comely fares; 
See what ts written on the outward fkin, 
And from the Title Page know ll witha, 
Firft, in your faces * I willsmark eachlettet. 
Had they been cleaner Ivhad feen ’em better; 
Yet thro’ that cloud fome rays of funshhine dirt 
An unwath’d face oft veils the cleaneft heart, 
That honeft Tar, with Nancy by his fide, 
So loving, leering, whifpers thus his bride: 
‘ Ldowe yoeNancy, faith and troth I do, 


© Sound as a bifcuit is my heart, and true; 


Love on, fond pair, indulge your inclination, 

You ne’er will know, for want of education, 

Hate, infidelity, and feparation.—— 

Some Cits I fee look dull, and fome look gay, 

As in Change-Alley they have pafs’d the day, 

City Barometers !—for as Stocks go, 

What Mercury they have, is bigh or lw. 

What’sin the wind which gnakes that Patri 
veer? ‘ 

He {mells a Contraé& or Lott ry next year: 

Some Courtiers too I fee, whofe features lov'r, 

Juftturning Patriots, they begin fo ft 

What in your faces can a Gypley fee, 

Ye youths of fafhion and of family? 

What are we not to hope from Tafteand Rank? 

All Prizes in this Lottery >—Blank—Blank— 
Blank— 

Now for the LadiesI no lines can {py 

To tell their fortunesand Fil tell you why; 

‘Thofe fine-drawn lines, which would their fate 
difplay, 

Are by the hand of Fa/bion bruth’d away; 

Pity it is, on Beauty’s faireft ipot, 

Where Nathreswrites her beft, they make 4 
blot |— 

Td tell our Author's fortuna but his face, 

As diftant far as India from this place, 

Requires a keener fight than mine to view j 

His For tyne can be only told by yous 
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A JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of the Sevefith Seffion 
of the Fourteenth PARLIAMENT of GEORGE III. 


( Continued from Page *96 in our laf. ) 


Monday, February 21. 
HE Howfe went into a Committee of 
Supply, Sir Charles Whitworth in the 
chair. 

Mr. Buller mace a motion, “ that it is the 
opinion of this Committee, that a fum not 
exceeding 444,4481. be granted to his Majefty 
for the fervice of the navy, including the ma- 
rine officers, half pay, &c. for the year 1774.” 
He prefaced his motion with ftating the parti- 
culars of what had o¢tafioned this extraordi- 
nary demand; fome of ‘which were, bearing 
1688 more feamen than were voted; being 
obliged to hire watchmen to dothe duty the 
marines had formerly done; feveral very great 
repairs to the navy and yards, &c, that the ql, 
per month per man was found not fufficieat, 
by reafon that bifcuit, beef, pork, and beer, 
were confiderably dearer than at the time that 
price was fettled, &c. 

Mr. Dowd: fell. Wt is extremely itkfome 
to be obliged ‘to oppofe matters of this kind, 
particularly when one ftands almoft fingular in 
his opinions; It is a matter of courfe, nobo- 
dy minds it; any Oppofition, therefore, looks 
as if it proceeded from a mere fpirit of finding 
fault, and a-defireto embarrafs Government, 
or at leat to prevent the gentlemen who have 
the conduét of public affairs from going to their 
dinners. The honourable Gentleman who 
has opened this bufinefs has taken great pains 
to explain the nature of it tothe Houfe; yer, 
I dare fay, except fuch as have been previoufly 
informed, yery few know anything at all a- 
bout it. I may venture to affirm not one out 
often, For my own part, I have been pretty 
attentive, and all I can gather is, that we are 
come here to vote a particular fum of money ; 
and that it would be indecent, and would have 
afactious appearance, to eyen entertain the 
flighteft doubt of the propriety of the requifi- 
tion, Be that as it may, let us examine fome 
certain conclufions that may be fairly drawn 
from the faéts now ftated, as well as others 
that have preceded them, The two fums now 
propofed tobe voted, amount to$70,0001, what 
his been already granted, to 1,150,0col.. The 
Navy debt contraéled laft year was 351,cool. 
and by what colle& from the Gentlemen 
on the other fidt,“it will not be lefs this year. 
Thefe feveral s added together, exceed 
2,200,000l. w is more than the nett pro- 
duce of land a It, the only parliamentary 
aids we hav power.to grant. On the o- 
ther hand, the army and ordnance, if we may con- 
iefture from the grants of the laft year (and we 
have no reafon ta expect there will be any reduce 
ton, except in thesrifling ¢ecreafe of zoeol. 


on the half-pay) will be above 1,700,061. 
which, with the militia 140,0001, and 
the grants for the African forts, and fome of 
the North American governments, with the 
furs voted by addreffes, &c. which may be 
moderately computed at 70,000}. will, all ta- 
ken together, make a fum of full 2,00c,o00l. 
every penny of which muft be drawn from the 
finking fund. Now, Sir, I would have Gen- 
tlemen ferioufly confider what the certain ef- 
fe&ts of fuch arrangements and fuch a fyftem 
muft be. Will any man in this Houfe tell me, 
will the noble Lord overthe way (Lord North) 
rife and fay, that this is the method either to 
prepare us for war or make us feel the bleflings 
of peace, when that very fynd which was in- 
tended to operate toour defence in one event, 
and enable us to fuftain it at another period, is 
thus fwallowed up by the mof ruinous and 
deftructive eftablifhments ? 

Captain Phipp:. believe there is no man 
in this Houfe who had a piece of ground ren- 
dered ufelefs by trefpafles, or fubjedt to daily 
encroachments, would grudge the coft of fen- 
cing it in order to fecure it againft the inroads 
of his neighbours, Such is the nature of the 
expence now fo heavily complained of—it is 
merely intended for improvement, defence, 
and fecurity. At the time of the expected 
rupture about Falkland’s Iflandy both the de- 
fence and fecurity were wanting. We hd@ 
{carcely a fhip fit to go te fea, they were} 
either rotcen or ufeleis. We were full four 
months before we could fit out a fquadron of 
five men of war of the line, to proceed to the 
protection of Gibraltar; and even among them, 
and two other fquadrons, which were about 
chat time fent out, not one fhip could be {carce- 
ly found that was able to ftand the fea, but 
they were obliged to return foul, crippled, and 
ufelefs. Letus fee how the fcene was chan- 
ged at the time of the rumour of the laft. 
year: Why, fir, our guard-fhips were found 
to be in fuch excellent order, that upon a few 
days notice, we had fifteen fhips of the line 
ready to face our enemies. It is this grand, 
this wife, this important change in our naval 
affairs, which has caufed the expence now {0 
ftrongly objeéted to; and I am free to contend, 
that at no time fince we have been a mgaritima 
nation, was ouf Navy on fo cefpettable a foot. 
ing as it now is, ner, in proportion, for near 
fo moderate an expence. We have now eighty- 
two men of war of the line, the greater part of 
them ready to proceed to fea at a thort notice, 

Mr. T. Tuvnfoend, The honourable Gean- 
tleman, as might be expected, his omitted t 
fay a fingle fvilable iu anfwer to the materiek 

pare, 
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rt of what was -offered on the other fide. 
Fie has told us, that we have eighty-two line 
of battle-thips, ready for aétual fervice, but has 
forgot to inform us, inthe event of a war, in 
what manner this mighty mafs is to be put in 
motion. ‘The three per cents are now at 85, 
or 86; how much lower they might fall, on a 
profpect of hoftilities, God knows! How then, 
if the finking fund is to be appropriated to the 
Support of a peace eftablifhment,” are we to 
raife money to carry on a war? If the noble 
Lord over the way has it in his power to prop 
vent fuch meafures, I muft confefs, I am ata 
Jofs toaccount for his conduét, I am no very 
old man, yet I remember very well the behae 
viour of Mr. Pelham, on fomewhat a fimilar 
occafion, though in its confequences infinitely 
hort of the prefent. It was immediately fuc- 
ceeding the peace of 1748, when that amiable, 
brave prince, (the Duke of Cumberland) who 
then prefided at the head of the army, equally 
powerful at court, and beloved by the people, 
made a requeft to let a fingle regiment of dra- 
oons ftand; but the Minifter, like a man who 
Seve his country, felt his fituation, and look- 
ing upon himfelf as refponfible to the nation, 
refufed the darling, gf Owloden, and, with a 
firmnefs that mult for ever do his memory ho- 
nour, cartiedhis point. 
Mp. E. Burke, If the honourable Gentle- 


man (Captain Phipps} who has this day fhone - 


fo confpicuoufly in his profeffional line, was 
{peaking ia an official capacity, which I pre- 
diétis not very far off, | thould pay him an 
attention to which, in his prefent fituation, 
he is not entitled, It is ttye, he has become 
the panegyrift of men, thips, timber, and the 
firft Lerd of the Admiralty, I thal! not endea- 
vour to follow him aboard thip, or contend with 
him on a fubjeét which he feems to be fo pro- 
found a mafter of ; I might as well attempt to 
purfue him in his late expedition to the North 
Pole. But I would have the noble Lord on 
* the Treafury Begch ferioufly adyert to the con- 
fequences which muft arife from the doétrines 
now preached. The Navy is a favoucite fer- 
wice ; the Military is our great bulwark on 
Jand. The Ordnance claims equal refpeét, as 
connected with beth. What then wonld be 
‘his Lordthip’s fituation, if he thould refufe any 
of the requifitions made by the gentlemen re- 
fpectively prefiding at the head of thofe feveral 
departments >, Why, to be ftotm’d by one, 
befieged by another, and cannonaded by the 
third. If, therefore, the Zodiac with which 
the noble Lord is incircled, be nota falfe em- 
blem of his power, ang that he has not the 
veal countenar.ce and fupport of the royal 
hand that beftowed it, we thal) have fuch de- 
mands as the prefent daily multiply, and he, 
who from his fituation fhould controul and 
dire€l the whole, will be little better than 3 
cypher. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot. The hon. Gentleman 
over the way has fkimmed the fubject now 
defore us and gone off with the cream, but hag 


not offered one argument againft the prapo(ey 
meafure, The right hon. member who 9 
the debate has complained of our Ravy debt, 
I am fure, if he had attended to the fubjed, 
he would have been filent on that head. Inthe 
year 1764 the navy débt was 4,000,000], in 
the year 1771 it was reduced to 1;200,070l, 
Since then, to be fure, in the courfe of the 
laft two years, a debt of 7o00,c00l. has been 
incurred ; but that, I imagine, will hardly te 
thought extraordinary, when.the reafons alre. 
dy fo fully and ably numerated are properly 
weighed, : 

Mr. Dowdefepell, As to what the right 
hon, Gentleman on the fleor has {aid relative 
tothe navy debt, itis but in part a jult repre. 
fentation. ‘The extraordinary expence incurred 
at thetime of Falkiand’s Mand affair, forms 
no part of the 700,000l.*as 600,000], was 
granted that very year for the purpofe, The 
former has been contraéted within the two lat 
years, in a time of the moft profound peace, 
Before the breaking-out of the late war, 
the whole expence of the navy amounted to 
only 3,100,000]. It incréafed, from that time 
to the year 1766, when I was in office, to 
1,600,cool, and from that period to the prefeat 
it has been {welled to the enormous ‘fum of 
25200,000!, 

The two following refolutions were thea 
propofed and agreed to. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the fum of 444,133}. be grant- 
ed for building, re-building, &c, for the fer- 
vice of the year 1774. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the fum of 420,729]. be graat- 
ed for the extraordinary expences of the navy 
during the fame period, 

Wednefday, Feb, 23. 

The fecond reading of the bill for exempt. 
ing the fociety of Gray’s-Inn from parochial 
burdens, and from ferving parith offices, being 
called for, a warm debate enfued. It was con- 
tended by its oppofers, that fuch an exemption 
was extremely improper, while the matter was 
in acourfe of legal iffue; that it was utterly 
repugnant to the fpirit of the conftitution, 


‘ which in every mode of taxation it adopts, tax- 


es the rich, to contribute towards the fupport 
of the poor ; that it was this rule that guided 
the framers of the aét of the 43d of Elizabeth; 
that iffuch an exemption were*allowed, God 
knows where this exclufive fpirit might ftop ; 
that by it the poor would be left to maintain 
the poor ; and that it was the policy of the 
prefent age to fhew no countenance, much leis 
enicdtragement, to the formation of colleges of 
diftinét focietiés, “I'o this it was replied, thi" 
to ificorporate bodies already difdinét, in order 
to impofe a burden on them, was highly ine- 
quitable ; that the legiflature, by the manner 
they ordered the public taxes to be fevied on 
the parties now before the Houfe, had thewed 
the fenfe they entertained of this matter; that an 
acquithe 
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Woodfall’s Petition- And AG relative to the Trial of controverted Elections, 15% 


acquiefcence of 170 years, in the mode of levy- , Sir Edw. Young. I have no great knack 
ing the parifh rates, was the moft indubitable at ftory-telling; yet acircumftance that lately 
proof that they looked upon them as a feparate happened to me, and which fo direétly applies 
body, and that no one argument could be gi- in the prefent inftance, induces me to beg the 
ven for proving their indivifibility, that would indulgence of the Houfe. On my coming to 
not as well ferve to confound and overthrow town, I called at an inn ina cestain town in 
every jurifdiétion and local immunity what. Hampthire, and feeing feveral perfons with 
ever, The fecond reading of the bili was rejeét- cockades in their hats, J enquired the reafon of 
ed without a divifion, and Mr.R. Whitworth the landlord. He told me that {ome Gentle- 
then moved, that it be read a feeond time on men had been burgeffing, but in the fame 
this day fix months, The queflion.was put on breath afked me, if I had heard the fate of the 
this motion, and the Houfe divided, Ayes 63, Worcetter election ? I replied in the negative. 
Noes 50. O! fays he, thatdecifion has knocked up all 
Thurfday, Feb. 24. that bufinefs here, and, what is worfe, God 
Captain Phipps prefented a petition from knows when we fhall have any more again, 

Mr. Woodfall, and, after ftating its contents, Lord North. 1 wasall along, and ftill con- 
moved, that he might be difcharged out of the tinue to be of opinion, that the bill now at- 
cuftody of the ferjeant at arms: He was fecond- tempted. to be made perpetual was never other- 
ed by Mr. Dempfter. Mr. Herbert oppofed thig wile intended than as a mere experiment. It 
motion, remarking, that he nowant in the was the idea which prevailed at the time of its 
beginning of the affair the Printer ought to be pafling; nor can.I think any more was meant 
profecuted ; that he-had not altered his opini- by its moft zealous admirers, than to fee what 
on; but as others, for whofe fentiments heen- effect it would have at the general election, 
tertained a particular refpeét, feemed to think and thence conclude on its practicability or im- 
otherwife, he fhould acquiefce; and concluded _ practicability, 

with obferving, that the "punifhment already Mr. T. Townend. 1 mut confefs I am 
fuffered was by no means proportioned to the _ totally at a lofs to account for the noble Lord's 
offence. He was fupported by Lord North, as conducton the prefent occafion, He voted 
to the meafure of the punifhment;, his Lord- with the framer of the aét, whenin office. 
fhip however expreffed himfelf very much in He was againit it when it was brought into 
favour of the decent becoming conduct of the . the Houfe, for fear of the confequences it might 
culprit, and feemed to withthat he might ex- produce. He allows that none of thefe .confe- 
perience the lenity of the Houfe hereafter, quences have happened, bat that on the con- 
Lord George Germaine and Colonel Onflow trary the act has hitherto anfwered the mot 
{poke in favour of the difcharge ; but the quef fanguine expeétations that were then formed on. 
tion being at length put on Captain Phipps’s it; yet he again retusns to his former mode of 
motion, it pafied in the negative, without a conduét, and on an idea of experiment which 
divifion, Lam fure never exifted, would. now endeavour 

Friday, Feb. 25, to defeat it, 

The Houfe went into the order of the day Mr. Fenkinfon. Mach has been faid in com- 
for making the aét for the trial. of controverted mendation of the aét, but fure Lam, that wha 
elections for members to ferve in parliaments ever its pgofeffed principles may be, it can ne- 
perpetual, ver anfwer the.ends it was originally defGigned 

Sir Edward Aftley.. 1 thall not take up the for: For fuppofe the cafe of a general election, 
time of the Houfe in ftating my reafons in fup- when thirty or forty petitions may at once 
port of the prefent motion, becaufe I truft it will’ come to yous bar, praying tobe heard at the 
be taken up by Gentlemen much more equal. fame time, how will it be poflible for the Houte 
to the tafk. Were I, however, ever focapable, to proceed? or hg@w will it be poflible to deter- 
I believe there would be very little occafion for mine on a county eleétion, in which there may 
the exertion of my talents,.\as the beftfup- be three hundred difputed votes on each fide, 
port of the motion I now. make will be the and in which the right to vote may be involved 
many fignal benefits already derived: from the: in. a variety of difficulties, fufficient to engrois 
bill ia que@ion. If any thing were wanting to. the whole time of a Committee for the conti- 
give it that currency to whigh it is fo juftly suance of a feffions. : 
entitled, the very great andable than who was Mr. Grenville, Great firefs has been laid 
the promoter of it, wouldin my opinion be a by the noble Lord on the inteation of the 
{ufficient recommendation,. at leaft to demand Gentleman who was author of this act, and to 
for it a favourable and cool inveftigation, whom L bore a gear relation, to make it only 

Sir Fobn Molefworth, 1 rife to fecondthe 8 an experiment, till it had flood the teft of a 
motion of my honowrable friend. The expe- generalelection. 1am certain, though I had 
rnce we havehad already ef this bill, in my 0 great communication with him, he never 
Opinion, fcarcely leaves any room to doubt of had any fuch idea in contemplation. Ihave a 
its very great utility and high political impor- learned Gentleman now in my eye (Mr. Wed- 
tance ; nor, for my part, can I ,think, that it derbusne) who could give that aflertion the 
will meet with any oppofers, but the profefied fulleft contradi@ion, I believe the moft that 

friends of venality and corruption. can be affirmed on this head is, that are 
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the bill was likely to meet with many powerful 

oppofers, he was afraid to grafp’ at too much, 

left he thould lofe all. 

General Burgoyne. ‘The fhameful and fcan- 
dalous abufes which prevailed within thefe 
walls previous to the paffing this act, and the 
evident change it has oceafioned, will I think 
fully juftify me in giving my vote for the pre- 
fent motion. This is the grand palladium of 
our liberties, and the fole and {ure bulwark. of 
our tottering conftitution : fuffer it to be taken 
away, and all the confequences of ruin and 
captivity, as was fuppofed to have happened in 
the other inflance, mutt follow. 

Col. Barre. I have not heard one reafon 
fuggefted againft the meafure now propofed, 
that does not more and more evince its necef- 
fity. When I firft entered into this‘ Houfe, une 
acquainted with the methods-of deciding on 
controverted ele€tions, 1 was perpetually com- 
mitting blunders. I remember I was requefted 
by a Gentleman at one time to attend, and 
when J came to give my vote, Igaveit againft 
him. Perhaps he thought I would not have at- 
tended; and afterwards I underftood that he 
looked upon it that I had ufed him extremely 
ji, d remember likewife, that when matters 
of this nature were hearing at the bar, it was 
generally to empty benches, fometimes two or 
three ; but when the queftion came to be put, 
they ftaggered in, fome of them drunk, and 
others poured in from up-ftairs,and the different 
places. where they were ftationed, or were 
waiting, and very gravely decided on the merits 
of what they never heard a fingle fyllable of. 

, Mr. C, Fox. 1 ftand in a very peculiar fitu- 
ation, but, however peculiar it may be, I have 
the confolation of having done my duty. I 
ever was, and fhall ever continue to be, againft 
the prefent bill, becaufe 1 think it deprives the 
Houfe of that dernier right of determination 
which is fo effential to its very exiftence, and 
ftrikes at the very root of its privileges, 

The queftion being put, the Houfe divided ; 
Ayes, 2503; Noes, 122; fo that the Minifter 
was left in a minority of morethan twe to one, 

Monday, Feb. 28. 

The Speaker acquaintea th®Houfe, that he 

had received a letter from Mr. Roberts, Jate 
Candidate for the city of London, informing 
e:Jhim, that he did not mean to profecute his pe- 
tition, nordefired to give the Houfe any fur- 
thér trouble. The order, therefore, for taking 
the fame into confideration wes difcharged, 

Sir William Meredith, About forty years 
ago, the inhabitants of Liverpoole, in order to 
promote their commercial interefts, agteed to 
employ an agent, who, during the fitting of 
Parliament, was to attend in Lendon, as well 
to forward fuch meafures as might promife to 
be of benefit to the trade of the faid town, as 
to prevent fuch as feemed to have'a contrary 
tendency. ‘The very great advantages arifing 
from this falutary regulation were obvious, and 
have in many inftances been fully experi- 
enced. Todetray this neceflery expence, it 


was agreed, that feveral enumerated articles of 
import and export fhould pay a fmall tax. Hoy. 
ever, about ten years fince, feveral perfons re. 
fufed to contribute to it. Itis upon thisground 
and on account of this refufal, that T now mor. 
for leave to bring in a bill for giving thofe im. 
pofitions a parliamentary fanétion. 

Mr. Bamber Gafcoigne. This is one of the 
moft extraordinary propofals I ever heard of, 
Here isthe fecond port of Great-Britain, in 
point of trade, governed by’an dpulent Corpo 
ration,. in pofleflion of a revenue of full 
20,000]. per ann, and they cannot affordito pay 
the flender ftipend that one would imagine. to 
be fufficient to anfwer the intended’ purpote, 
But the moft curious part of this bufinels is, 
that the propofed duty is defigned to be laid not 
only on the foreign exports and imports, but 
likewife on the inland and trade coaftwife. [ 
cannot’ help faying, that itis a moft atrocious 
attempt ‘both to opprefs the perfons. immeti- 
ately concerned, and to impofe upon this Houfe; 
nor can I perceive that it can be meant. to ferve 
any thing but eleion purpofes. ‘The gueftion 
being put, the Houfe divided, Ayes, 21, Noes, 
122. 

Tuefday, March 1. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the 
prefent ftate of the Linen Manufacture of Great- 
Britain and Ireland, and proceeded to.examine 
witnefies. The report of laft year being then 
read thortly, the Clerk was defired, on Mr. 
Anderfon’s coming to the bar, to turn to page 
17, and read his evidence, which being com- 
plied with, Lord Frederick Campbell put feve- 
ral cueftions to him, The purport of bis teffi- 
mony was, that the Linen-trade in Scotland 
had been decreafing, fo far as he was connetted 
with it as a London faétor, fince the year 1769 5 
that he attributed this decline chiefly to the in. 
creafed importation of foreign linens; that he 
had goodson hand of the manufa¢ture of 1771; 
that this decay was principally felt on Ofna- 
brugs, Lawns and Soldiers Shirting, or Dow- 
Jafs ; that thefe were the fabrics the Germans 
and Ruffians moftly rivalled usan ; that we had 
a confiderable demand for thofe commodities, 
particularly Soldiers Shirting, during the late 
war, ‘and for feveral fucceeding years 3 but the 
Ruffia Dowlafs could be afforded much cheap- 
et, on account of the drawback ; that the goods 
fent for fale daily multiplied on his bands, 
and the vent decreafed ; that fince his kaow- 
ledge ef the linen bufinefs, he never knew the 
prices'fo low; that he received frequent orders 
from his correfpondents, of theit willingnefs 
to part with their goods on almoft any texis, 
in order to keep the ‘manufaéture going 
and in expe€tation of better times, but could 
not comply with them for want of a demand; 
and that theonly dependance now remaining 
was on the interpofition of Parliament, other- 
wifeithe manufaéturers muft entirely give up 
that bufinefs. 

Mr. Goldy was next called in. He. faid he 
was employed by the Linen Board of Scotland 
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to fuperintend the linen manufacture in that 
country. He next produced documents of his 
deputation from the convention of royal bo- 
roughs in that patt of the kingdom, and ex- 
plained the nature and ends of that affembly, 
{o far as they related to the prefent queftion. 
He delivered a great number of “papers to the 
clerk, which were ordered to be read. Thefe 
contained a variety of information, refpeét- 
ing the number of yards of linen ftamped in 
Scotland, during the four preceding years, 
their grofs amount, and average value per yard. 
By thefe eftimates it appeared, that from 1769 
to 1772, the quantities had been gradual'y de- 
creafing, but {till continued between 13 and 
14,002,000 yards, and had fallen from the a- 
verage price per yard, of 12d. to tod. and a 
fraction ; that, in the laft year, they had fuf- 
fered the great decreafe of more than 2,000,0c0 
of yards; and from the firft to the laft years of 
qd. per yard average yalue, and in the grofs 
amount 226,ocol., that out of 6000 looms, em- 
ployed in four counties, 2,00 were idle in 
December laft, and in the fame proportion in 
feveral other places ; that out of 1,800 fpin- 
ners in one diftri€t, 600 had emigrated to A- 
merica; and out of 600 in another, 200 had 
emigrated ; and that fuch of the weavers out 
of emplovment as has not gone abroad, were 
obliged to go to daily labour, in ditching and 
working on the high roads; but that much 
the greater part of thern were ftarving. 

Capt. Phipps. 1 havea Petition, conceived 
inthe very terms of the laft I prefented in be- 
half of Mr. Woodfall, praying his difcharge 
from the cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, I 
fall not repeat the motives which I urged the 
day before, nor thall I ftate any reafons why I 
think youfhould comply, but fuch as your own 
humanity and compaffion may fuggeft on the 
oceafion. The hon, Gentleman who took the 
lead all along in this bufinefs is not here; but 
upon my application to him, he very readily 
gave hjs confent. I hope it will be farther 
confidered that the petitioner is at a very high 
expence, which, if much longer continued, 
muft end in his total ruin. 

Mr, C. Fox. I was from the beginning 
averfe to fhewing the Printer the indulgence 
now looked for: But as the noble Lord, who 
has aéted fo extraordinary a part throughout 
this bufinefs, is not prefent, I think it would 
be extremely improper to proceed further, till 
we know whether he has been apprifed of what 
i3 now intended, and is fatisfied, 

Capt. Phipps. 1 {poke to the noble Lord 
this morning, and his anfwer was, that he had 
no objection if Mr, Herbert was fatisfied. * 

Mr. C, Fox. This information but convin- 
ces me the more of the noble Lord’s una¢count- 
able conduét throughout this affair. He was 
firtt for proceeding with feverity, but relaxed 
upon a fingle precedent not at allin point. He 
next gives the Printer hopes that no more was 
intended but matter of furm, and that he thould 


be difcharged at a fhort day, and on the firft 
March, 1774, 


application, When this application is made, 
he inftantly comes about, forgets his promife, 
and refufes to comply with it, and laftly con- 
fents, without appearing to affign his reafons 
for fo doing. And thus, to aniwer private 
purpofes, he has deferted the privileges of this 
Houfe, 

Captain Phipps’ motion being then handed 
to the Chair, an amendment was propofed by 
Mr. Fuller in the following words : ** and that 
he (Woodfall) be reprimanded on his Knees by 
the Speaker, The ground on which this a- 
mendment was founded was very ably contro- 
verted by Mr. Pulteney and Captain Phipps, 
and fupforted by Lord Folkftone, and one or 
two others. The queftion was put on the 
amendment, but it paffed in the negative, 
This made way for theoriginal queéftion, which 
was carried without a divifion. Mr, Wood- 
fall was then ordered to the bar, and being 
reprimanded by the Speaker fanding, was dil- 
charged on paying his fees. o 

Thurfday, March 3. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on the Bill 
for paying bya county rate the fees of perfons 
charged with felony and other crimes, and dif- 
charged by proclamation, Dr. Fothergill and 
Mr. Pott were feverally examined at the bar, 
touching the beft means of preventing the gaol 
diftemper, as well as its confequences to per- 
fons doing their duty in courts of criminal ju- 
dicature. The Doétor faid, that the ufe of 
hot and cold baths, white-wathing the walls, 
and painting the wainfcot, &c. would be very 
proper precautions to prevent the generating of 
the diftemper within the prifon, and to prevent 
its effe&ts in courts of juftice. He was of opi- 
nion that the prifoners fhould be wafhed on the 
day of trial, have their old cloaths taken off and 
deftroyed, and other garments put on. Mr, 
Pott added, among fome trifling alterations, 
that the walls or wainfcot fhouid be annually 
fcraped previous to their being white-wathed 
or painted. They were both of opinion, that 
the want of air, exercife, and the foulnefs c- 
cafioned by the exhalations or animal effluvia 
from each other's Bédies were the true caufes of 
the diforder; that a perfon might communi- 
cate the diforder ftom his cloaths to another, 
without being himfelf infected, and it was 
doubted-by them if the infection might not be 
received from the very hair, ~ 

Mr. Howard was next called to be examined, 
and asthe motives which occafioned his at- 
tendance are rather a little extraordinary in 
thefe degenerate days, it may not be improper 
to lay them, by way of example, before the pubs 
lic, The account this Gentieman gave was to 

the following purports That being laft year 
High-Sherift of the County of Bedford, feveral 
particulars came to his knowledge, fufficient 
to induce him to vifit the févetal gaols of this 


kingdom; that during the ‘two Pacer 
months he had in part executed thet defign’ 
that out of forty-two county props he ha 
vifited thirtyteight ; that the fees: pdyable~by 
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perfons difcharged by proclamation, were from 
14s. to 27s. 4d. that they were detained fre- 
quently from one to five weeks for thofe fees ; 
that if no friend or humane perfon paid the 
fees, they were generally difcharged on giving a 
note of hand to the gaoler; that voluntary fub- 
{criptions were often fet on foot for that pur- 
pofe; that many of the prifons he vifited were 
extremely incommodious, nafty, and unhealth- 
ful; that at Launcefton in Cornwall, the 
keeper, under-keeper, and ten out of eleven 
prifoners, were ill of the gaol fever; that he 
~jhad paid the fees alluded to in one or two in- 
Qftances; and that he meant to profecute his 
priginal plan, which was, to vifit every prifon 
“in the kingdom.—The bill was committed, 
yaad took up above an hour and a half in making 
“the feveral amendments fuggefted by the evi- 
Ydence. As foon as Sir Thomas Clavering 
quitted the chair, he moved the following re- 
Solution: “ That the Houfe retain a proper 
N&fenfe of thezeal and humanity which le 
\S Howard, Efg. to vifit the gaols of this kingdom, 
and to communicate his obfervations on that 
fubjeét to the Houfe,” Mr. Howard was then 
called in, and informed of the faid refolution, 

The Houfe next went intoa Committee, to 
enquire into the prefent ftate of the Linen Ma- 
nufaéture in Great Britain and Ireland, when 
four perfons were examined in refpeétto its pre- 
fent ftate in Ireland, Befides a general decreafe 
in fales, aglutin the London market, and a 
great fallin the prices, their evidence went 
chiefly in proof of the following important facts, 
‘That the export in linen in 1771, was upwards 
of 25,000,000 of yards, of the average value 
of 7s. 34. per yard; that in 1772, the exports 
decreafed full 5,000,000; that in the laft year 
it had fuffered a further decreafe of more than 
2,000,000 of yards; that the grofs amount of 
the linen and yarn, exported in the year 1771, 
had fallen from 1,900,000l. to about 1,400,000l, 
or fuli halfa million ; that when the accounts 
were made up to the 25th of the prefentmonth, 
the decreafe would be found confiderably great- 
er than either of the two preceding years in 
proportion; that for the two years, ending the 
aft of May, 1773, 16,000,000 of yards of 
irith linen were imported into London only, 
but that the produce of the lait market was for 
the moft part arrived, and by the moft moderate 
computation would fall fhort of 11,000,000 
of yards ; that 30,000 emigrants, in the dif- 
ferent branches of the manufafiure, had left 
the province of Ulfter, to go to America and 
ether places, within the two laft years; and 
that on an average, more than one third of the 
looms throughout the kingdom were now idle, 

? Monday, March 7. 

Lord North prefented tothe Houfe the pa- 
pers relative to America, the titles of which 
were feverally read by the Clerk, They con- 
fitted chiefly of letters and extracts from the 
refpeClive Governors of Maffachufets Bay, New 
York, and South Carolina; from Governor 
Haldiman to the Earl of Dartmouth; from the 


Chairman of the Eaft-India Company, and tly 
anfwers thereto, with one received that morn. 
ing from Grey Cowper, Efq. Solicitor of thy 
Treafury, directed to John Pownal, Efg, &. 
cretary to the Lords Commiffioners of Tra 
and Plantations. His Majefty’s Meffage tothe 
Houfe was then handed to the Speaker to read, 
It was conceived in ftrong decifive terms, anf 
defired every afliftance the Houfe could giv, 
towards fecuring the dependence of the Colp. 
nies, and enforcing a due execution of thelaws 

As foon as the Speaker had finithed reading 
the Meflage, Mr. Rice rofe, and after remark. 
ing on the very critical fituation of the whol 
continent of North America, and enlarging og 
the imminent neceffity there was for vindicating 
thecontrouling right of the Britith Legiflature 
over the Colonies, moved, that an humble a: 
drefs might be prefented to his Majefty, to 
thank him for his moft gracious Meffage; and 
to affure his Majefty, that the Houfe would co 
operate in every meafure towards fecusing the 


‘dependence of the Colonies on the Crown ani 


Parliament of Great Britain, and for enforcing 
a due execution of the laws for that purpole,or 
to that effect. 

_ Mr, Dowdefwell. T would be very far from 
moving or offering any thing on the prefent 
eccafion, which might wear the moft diftn 
appearance of oppofition, or wifhing to impede 
meafures of fuch high confideration, > Never. 
theleis, I cannot confent to give my voice, by 
any means, for what I*am convinced in my 
foul is wrong; and though I do not meant 
divide the Houfe on any particular opinion I 
may entertain on the fubjeét, I with to have 
it underftood, that I do not approve of the pre- 
fent hafty, ill-digefted mode of proceeding, 

Governor Pownal. _1 think the prefent moe 
tion for an addrefs extremely proper, asit can 
mean no more than to return thanks to his Me 
jefty for the prefent communication, 

Mr. E. Burke. 1 defire, Sir, that the Clerk 
may read his Majefty’s fpeech to both Honles 
of Parliament, on the 8th of Nov, 1768, with 
the addrefs of this Houfe, in anfwer theretg, 
His fpeech in May 1769, at the clofe of the 
feffion, His fpeech in Nov. 1769, with our 
anfwer. His fpeech on the gth of Jan. 377% 
with our anfwer, and his fpeeeh at the rifing 
of the fame feflion.——-Thefe feveral {peeches 
being read, and part of each, relating to the 
affairs of America, particularly that on the 
gth of January, 1770, which recommended 
thofe affairs in the ftrofigeft manner, end 0a 
the moft relative grounds, to the confideration 
of the Houfe, Mr. Burke defired the Clerk tp 
fearch for the fuppofed refolutions. that wert 
entered into by the Houfe, in obedience and 
conformity to this communication from the 
Throne ; and none being to be found, he relum- 
ed his difcoufe,.—- Sic, (addreffing himfelt to 
the Cletk) I am thoroughly fatisfied of yout 
integrity and affiduity in the difcharge of the 
ftation you now fill; but however high yoo 
may ftand in my eftimation, I would mucd 
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fooner fuppofe you guilty of fome fatal negli- 
gence, which now leaves us at a lofs for thofe 
proceedings, than prefunae the Houte to have fo 
far forgot its duty to its Sovereign, Country, and 
Confituents, as to omit what was fo ftrongly 
recommended to its confideration from the 
Throne, as well as what was in its nature fo 
eflential to our moft important interefis. And 
even you, Sir, (to the Speaker) I fhould not he- 
fitate to charge as guilty of fome improper 
conduét on this occafion, fooner than the 
Houfe.” 

Mr. Solicitor General. The Hon, Gentleman 
over the way has endeavoured to entertain us 
with am epigram, but it wants one of its moft 
efleatial requifites, it feems rather too long, 
Foregoing therefore the wit, which here comes 
in fomewhat unfeafonably, I fhould imagine 
that the grand objeét we ought to labour to ac- 
complifh, on the prefent oceafion, would be 
unanimity. The voice of this Houfe thould 
pe thatofone man. It is not what that Ad- 
miniftration has done, what this omitted, orthe 
mixed errors of a third, we are now to confider. 
It is not this man’s private opinion, or that 
man’s; the particular fentiments of this fide of 
the Houfe, or theother. The queftion fimply 
now is, that we are arrived at a certain point, 
and in what manner we fhall think proper to 
act. The prefent propofed addrefs by no means 
precludes us from giving our opinions freely, 
when the matter comes properly before us, ac- 
companied by the neceffary information, When 
this information is properly digefted, let us pro- 
ceed coolly and with deliberation. We cannot 
yet determine, whether the dependence infifted 
on in the meflage may be proper to be vindi- 
cated or afferted, We cannoteven fay but it 
may be entirely relinquifhed. We do not pre- 
tend to judge what fort or degree of connection 
may be neceflary to be kept up for our mutual 
benefit and advantage. It perhaps may be pru- 
dent to grant them other charters, or to enjarge 
thofe they already have; or enter into com- 
mercial regulations different from thofe which 
at prefent bind them, 

Mr, E. Burke. The learned Gentleman, 
who has now held forth with fo much ingenu- 
ity, and fo great an appearance of candour, has 
left his epigram liable to the fame objeétion 
which he made to mine; it is not fhort enough 
for one. Befides, he forgets to enumerate one 
of the qualities which diftinguith an epigram, 
and which mine had; it, 1 think, carried a 
fing withit. ‘The learned Gentleman fuggefts 
(and I prefume he {peaks from authority) that 
the feveral governments in America may be 
new-modelled ; that conneétions different from 
them already exifting may be formed, and com- 
mercial regulations, planned on another fcale, 
take place. But J will venture to inform him, 
that an Englifh government muft be adminifter- 
ed in the {pirit of one, or it will that moment 
ceafe to exift. As foon, I fay, as the Civil 
Government of thofe Colonies fhali depend for 
fupport ona military power, the former will 
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be that moment at an end, The fpirit of 
Englith Legiflation is uniform, permanent, and 
univerial; it muft execute itfelf, or no power 
under Heaven will be able to effeft it.—Here 
Mr. Burke entered into an hiftorical detail of 
the weaknefs and violence, the ill-timed feveri- 
ty and ienity, the irrefolution atone time, and 
the invincible obftinacy at another, the arro- 
gance and meannefs of. the feveral Adminiftra- 
tions, relative to their condutt towards the 
Americans for the laft feven years. He obferv- 
ed, with dome degree of feverity, on the act of 
political indemnity, propofed by his learned 
leadér, and his endeavours to confound all 
parties, as equally involved in the caufe of 
the prefent confufiohs now prevailing in that 
country, contending that all diffentions, occa- 
fioned by the attempt to levy a tax there, gave 
way to perfeét tranquillity on the repeal of the 
Stamp-aét. 

Lord G, Germaine. The Hon. Gentieman 
who fpokeJaft has taken great pains to expofe 
the cond of different Adminifttxtions, and to 
extol thefe who advifed the repeal of the Stamp 
aét. For my part, however great the abilities 
and good intention of thefe Gentlemen might 
have been, I was of opinion, that it fhould not 
be repealed, and voted accordingly. It is now 
contended, that meafure produced the defired 
effe&, and that on its paffing every thing was 
peace and tranquillity. I knowthe contrary 
was the cafe, and we had evidence at your bar 
which proved, that the Americans were totally 
difpleafed, becaufe in the preamble to the re- 
peal, we aflerted our right to enaét laws of 


’ fufficient force and authority to bind them, 


I am, on the whole; fully convinced, that the 
prefent fituation of affairs in that country, 
would have never been, and that the people 
there muft and would have returned to their 
obedience, if the Stamp-aét had not been un- 
fortunately repealed, 

Gencral Conway, I by no means agree with 
the noble Lord in any one argument he has 
made, or conclufion he has drawn from them; 
I attribute the very difagreeable fituation we are 
now in to the weaknefs of our counfels, and 
toa feries of mifconduét. The noble Lord 
attributes the prefent diftraéted ftate of that 
country to the repeal. I believe he has nei- 
ther fully attended to the immediate effects of 
that meafure, nor tothofe which have followed 
from a contrary conduct, or he could never 
have given fuch a judgment. The operation 
of both are known, and I leave the Houfe to 
judge, which was the healing, and which the 
diftraéting meafure. 

Col, Barre. 1 thall agree with the motion 
for an addrefs as a mere matter of courfe, not 
holding myfelf engaged to a fyllable of its con- 
tents. A right Honourable Gentleman near 
me (Mr. Dowdefwell) has very fully proved on 
a former occafion, that our prefent peace efta- 
blifhment is aguinous one; and that it eats up 
that fund which fhould be appropriated towards 
relieving our burdens or preparing for a war, 

X2 T have 
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I have the moft authentic information, -how- 
ever improbable it may appear, that the expence 
of our military at this minute exceeds that of 
France, Thefe may be matters well worthy of 
our confideratign in the courfe of our proceed- 
ings, It may induce us to make a very confi- 
derable faving in that fervice. 

Mr, Rice’s motion for an addrefs was then 
agreed to, 

Wednefday, March 9. 

The Houfe went into a Committee of enqui- 
ry into the ftate of the linen manufadture in 
Great Britain and Ireland, As the attention 
of the Houfe was direéted to its ftate in Scot- 
land and Ireland the two preceding days, this 
was taken up relative to its decline in England. 
Four witnefles were examined on that fubject. 
The purport of their evidence was, that the 
linen manufacture was carried on to a confi- 
derable extent, in the counties of Wilts, So- 
merfet, Hants, and Dorfet; that it formerly 
employed 30,000 hands, and 8000 looms, the 
third of which now ftood idle; thi the chief 
articles manufaétured, were dowlas and ticks ; 
that the former was almoft ruined, and the 
fatter quite overftocked, on account of the looms 
employed on the dowlas being now turned to 
the manufaéture of ticks, by which nieans 
there came to be a glut of ticks at market; 
and that the fole caufe of this decline was the 
interference of the foreign dowlas, to almoft 
the total exclufion of the home manufacture. 

Thurfday, March 10. 

The Houfe went into a Committee oa the 
adjourned enguiry into the prefent ftate of the 
linen manufaéture of Great Britain and Ireland, 
‘Two witneiles, one a manufacturer at Darling- 
ton in the county of York, and the other, a 
factor in London, concerned in the fales of 
thofe linen goods fent to market from the four 
weftern counties, were examined, Their evi- 
dence reached little further than to confirm the 
teftimony already given of the decline of the 
dowlas, the introduction of the foreign fabric 
in its ftead, the over-ftock of tickings on hands, 
the decreafed prices of the few that could be 
difpofed of, and the extraordinary increafe in 
the Poor’s rates, in the refpective diftriéts, 
where the linen manufacture is carried on. 
‘Two new fpecies of evidence were now propof- 
ed to be laid before the Committee by Gov, 
Pownall; one, the reports from the Houfe of 
Commons and Linen board of Ireland, tranf- 
mitted by Sir Lucius O’Bryen, chairman of 
the Committee ; the other, the evidence of a 
Doftor Williamfon. The firft confifted of a 
mixture of facts, reafonings, and propofed re- 
Medies, much too extenfive and multifarious 
for the circum{fcribed limits of a Magazine ; 
the latter of a circumftantial detail to prove, 
that there has been a regular and uniform emi- 
gration from Ireland to the Continent of North 
America, for almoft feventy years. 

Doétor Williamfon’s evidence went to prove, 
that on an average, for the fifty"years preced- 

ing the late war, 3000 emigrants came from 


the North of Ireland to fettle in Penfylvania: 
that fince the war, the number varied from tes 
to five or fix thoufand annually ; that duyi 
the two laft years they might amount to 7.9 
each year, as that was about the number ky 
was informed, by the Officer of Health, cam 
into the province ; but that he underflood thy 
increafe of emigration was owing chiefly to the 
riots, the rife of lands, and that among all he 
converfed with, none of them attributed it tp 
the decline of the linen manufaéture, On by. 
ing interrogated more clofely, he confeffed thy 
fome few faid the badnefs of - trade and wantof 
employment was the caufe, but he could no 
pretend to tell what trade or what employment 
they meant: he likewife faid that none of them 
brought the implements of their trade with 
them, nor, if weavers, followed their trade, 
While he was explaining this part of his evi. 
deace, he dropped an expreffion which called 
forth the attention of the Committee. Itwa 
on his faying, that a Jabouring man was of 
more value, or worth more, than a weavet, or 
almoft any other, except a blackfmith, and one 
or two other trades; by which it appeared, 
that a trade is carried on in human fieth, be 
tween the Penfylvanians and the provinceof 
Uifter. Such of the unhappy natives of tha 
part of Ireland as cannot find employment # 
home, fell themfelves to the matters of vellels, 
or to perfons coming from America to dealin 
that fpecies of merchandize.. When they a 
brought to Philadeiphia, or to the port which 
is about thirty miles off, they are either fold 
a-board the veffel, or by public vendure, which 
fale or arrival there is public notice given of, 
either by hand-bill, or in the news-papers, 
They bring generally fifteen pounds currency a 
market, are fold for the term of their in- 
dentures, which is from two to four years, and 
on its expiration receive a fuit of cloaths and 
implements of hufbandry, confiftingoffa hoe, 
an axe, and a bill from their tax-maifiers. Se- 
veral gentlemen in the Committee exprefling 
their abhorrence of fuch a barbarous traffic, 
Mr. Cavendith afked the Doétor the value a 
an ox in that country, or the price of beef, to 
which he anfwered, he did not know; but 
Mr. Rofe Fuller, refolving to have fome in: 
formation from him, in order to eftimate the 
comparative value between a man and other 
animals, afked him the price of a faddle horle, 
to which the Doétor replied, from 25]. to ack 
currency, 
Friday, March 11, : 
This day the feveral papers relative to 

America, amounting to 10g in number, wert 
read in the Houfe of Commons, ‘They com 
fifted chiefly of letters from Governors Hutch- 
infon and Tryon, Major General Haldiman, 
Admiral Montagu, of copies of feveral trea- 
fonable and feditious publications; refolves, &¢ 
with the different fteps taken by the matters of 
veffels, the confignees, agents, &c. concepning 
the tea fent to Philadelphia, Bofton, and Caro- 
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On the Linen Manufaciure—and Bill to prevent Removals of the Poor, &c. 1 57 


Monday, March 14. 

The order of the day to take into confidera- 
tion the American papers being called for, 
Lord North rofe, and very fully entered into 
the contents of the papers under confideration, 
and moved, that leave be given to bring in a 
Bill for removing the officers appointed for the 
collection and management of his Majefty’s 
duties and cuftoms, from the town of Bofton, 
in the province of Maffachufet’s Bay, in Nerth 
America, and to difcontinue the landing, and 
difcharge lading and fhipping of goods, wares, 
and merchandize, at the faid town of Bofton, 
or within the harbour thereof, 

Tuefday, March 16, 

The Houfe went into the adjourned Com- 
mittce of Enquiry into the prefent ftate of the 
linen manufaéture of Great Britain and Ireland, 
when Mr, Paine, Governor of the Bank, un- 
derwent an examination of full three hours, 
It appeared from his teftimony, that the im- 
ports of foreign linens for four feries of five 
years, commencing in 1752, and ending in 
1771, were 31, 24, 27, and 26,000,000 of 
yards per annum; thatin 1772 it was 27, but 
in 1773 had fallen to 17,c0c,000, which fell 
fhort more than the loweft import, which was 
that of 1752, at the conclufion of the late war; 
that the value of the exports from Great Bri- 
tain to Holland and Germany, from 175% to 
1763, amounted to 28,000,0col.; that from 
1760 to 176, they had fallen on an average to 
4,000,020l. and a fraction each year; but that 
from the latter period to 1771, they had fill 
further decreafed one-fourth, or to 3,000,000). 
and a fraétion each year; that the draw-back 
on exportation had varied from 1752 to 1771, 
from 44,0001. each year, to 76,cool. and in the 
number of yards exported, from 7 to 10,000,000 ; 
that during the above period, the bounties paid 
on Britith and Irifh linens exported, was from 
18 to @g,o00l, and on an average of the three 
years preceding 1773, 61,0001. per ann. that the 
duties payable on the importation of foreign 
linens for 20 years paft, was 173,000l. per ann. 
that the home confumption of foreign linens was 
about 18,000,000 of yards yearly; and that 
the whole of the foreign linen import did not 
exceed €00,0col. and a fraétion, exclufive of 
what was imported from Ruffia, which was ge- 
nerally 4,000,000 of yards per annum, 

Thurfday, March 17. 

The order of the day for taking into further 
confideration the report from the Committee of 
the whole Houfe, onthe bill for preventing 
vexatious and unneceflary removals of the poor, 
being read, a debate arofe, whether the faid 
report be now received; in which it was con- 
tended by the oppofers of the bill, that by the 
mode therein propofed, it would be impoifible 
to afcertain the legal place of fettlement of any 
man; that thereby burdens would be laid on 
parithes they would be totally unable to bear ; 


and that fuch a law would lay a foundation for 
every fpecies of vagrancy, for which the feveral 
ftatutes now in being had been intended to pro- 
vide againft. To this it was anfwered, that 
parifhes were at prefent affefied, not in propor- 
tion to their ability to pay, but to their gum- 
ber of inhabitants; that the overftock df in- 
habitants was equally a grievance in fome places, 
as a want was in others ; that the prefent laws 
entrenched upon the liberties of individuals, 
without in any one inftance tending to advance 
the feparate or general intere‘t of the nation; 
andthat the bill would direétly lead to the 
employment of a number of perfons, who were 
now idle and chargeable in their refpective pa- 
rifhes, but who would otherwife become in- 
dependent, induftrious, and of courfe ufeful 
members of the community at large. A motion 
was at length made, that the faid report bé ad- 
journed till this day four months ; and the quef- 
tion being put, the Houfg divided, Ayes 56, 
Noes 53. 
® Friday, March 18. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on his 
Majetty’s Meffage, and the American papers 
prefented the 7th and rath inftant, when Lord 
North rofe, and moved to poftpone the order 
tilt Wednefday, obferving, that he wilhed the 
prefent bill to be expedited, fo as to receive the 
Royal Affent before the helidays, His Lord- 
fhip at the fame time threw out fome hints re~ 
lative to conciliating meafures, C, Fox ob- 
ferved, that matters would, as he believed, end 
as he expeéted; the bill would pafs, a mock 
treaty would enfue, and promifes be made, 
which were never intended to be kept; and, 
in the end, the Americans would laugh at us, 
and put us to defiance, . His Lordfhip anfwered, 
that no fuch inference could be drawn from 
what was now moved for ; that expediting the 
prefent bill, by no means interfered with fu- 
ture proceedings, as the propofitions Le intend- 
ed to lay before the Houfe were totally diftinct 
and unconneéted with the bill. A motion was 
now made that the bill be printed, which, after 
a fhort conyerfation, paffed in the negative. 

Monday, March 21. 

The order of the day for the fecond reading 
of the Bofton Port Bill, was read. The bill 
was read accordingly, and when the motion for 
committing it was made, Mr, Rofe Fuller faid, 
that he did not rife to oppofe its going to a Com~- 
mittee, but to acquaint the Houfe, that when 
it came to that ftage, he had fomething to pro- 
pofe, he believed, well worthy of their confi- 
deration; obferving, that as the bill now ftood, 
thould it be pafléd into a law, it would tend to 
the ruin, if not abfolute deftruétion, of this 
country. Sir Jofeph Mawbey likewile ftated 
fome objections toit in its prefent form.—Atter 
a fhort converfation the bill was commited for 
Wednelday. 

(Te be continued.) 
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Tuefday, March 1. 
HE ftewards of the Society of Ancient 
Britons did not wait upon the Prince 
of Walesas ufual, but it is faid that his Royal 
Highnefs’s bounty of rosl. towards the fup- 
port of the charity, was continued as formerly, 
Wednefday, March 2. 

John Ofborn, otherwife Hobfon, for break- 
ing into the houfe of Mr, Pearfon, grocer, 
in Nightingale-lane, and ftealing feveral 
cannifiers of tea and coffees; Robert Sim- 
monds and James Bifhop, for robbing Ifaac 
Hartley in the fields between Shoreditch 
and Hackney, of a quarter of a guinea, 
fome filver, &c. alfo for robbing John Cole of 
gs. and fome gpparel; and Thomas Murrel, 
otherwife Cliffe, for breaking into the houfe 
of Mr, Mozine of Tenter-alley, Moor-fields, 
and ftealing money and plate, were executed 
at Tyburn purfuant to their fentence. 

Friday, March 4. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Commons, of the City of London, 
waited upon his Majefly ; and being introduc- 
ed to his Majefty by the Earl of Hertford, 
Lord Chamberlain of his Majefty’s Houfe- 
hold, Thomas Nugent, Efq; the Common 
Serjeant, made their compliments in the 
following addrefs : 

To the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, 
‘The humble addrefs of the Lord-Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Commons, of the City of Lon- 
don, in Common-council affembled ; 

Mof Gracious Sovereign, 

« WE your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fub- 
jects, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons, of your ancient city of London in Com- 
mon council affembied, beg leave to approach 
your Majefty’s facred perfon with our warmett 
congratulations on the happy delivery Of our 
moft excellent Queen, and the aufpicious birth 
of another Prince. 

“ With gratitude to the divine goodnef? we 
behold the encreafe of your Majefty’s auguft 
Hovfe, as it augments your Majefty’s domeftic 
felicity, and gives a more permanent fecurity 
to the civil and religious liberties of your 
people, 


Signed by order of Court, 
JAMES HODGES,” 
To which Addrefs his Majefty was pleafed to 
return the following moft gracious anfwer : 
“* I receive with pleaftire this dutiful and 


affectionate Addrefs. Your congratulations, 
and the fentiments which you exprefs on the 
further increafe of my family, cannot fail of 
affording me great fatisfaétion.” 

They were all received very gracioufly, and 
had the honour to kifs his Majefty’s hand. 

After which his Majefty was pleafed to con- 
fer the honour of Knighthood on Walter 
Rawlinfon, Efq; one of the Alderman of the 
city ef London, London Gazette, 


Monday, March 7. 

The Recorder gave judgment at Guildhall, 
in the caufe of the Common Serjeant againt 
Alderman Plumbe ; which was, that the ip. 
formation was legal, and fufficient to fup. 
port the conviction, 

A confirmation is faid to be arrived of the 
wretched fate of the noted Capt. R—, Itjs 
now certain that he was executed at the Cape 
of Good Hope, for the murder of Capt, Fer. 
gufon, his fellow paflenger on a voyage to the 
Eaft Indies) R—- had challenged Fergufon, 
on going afhore at the Cape, where he bar. 
baroufly affaflinated him, without giving him 
time to draw his fword, The punifhment 
provided by the Dutch laws, at the place 
above-mentioned, is impaling alive, which 
was rigoroufly infli€ted on him, See page 109, 

Fuclday, March 8, 

Laft night four perfons, who had the 
appearance of coalheavers, or draymen, 
went to the houfe of Anthony Hemmings, 
who keeps the plough, at Kelfal-Green, 
on the Harrow-road, and after drinking 
fome time, fuddenly jumped up, and pre- 
fented piftols to the faid Hemmings, his wife, 
and two men in the houfe, and after robbing 
them of what money they had, one of them 
went up ftairs, and ftole 31 guineas, four 
crown pieces, one dollar, eight filver tea 
{poons and a new filver watch, 

Wednefday, March 9, 

Mary Gould {wore before the Magiftrates 
in Bow-ftreet, againft one Phillips, for 
felonioufly affaulting and injuring her againtt 
her will and confent, The prifoner was 
footman to Lord P=, and th# profecutrix 
fervant to Mrs. Hoadge, of Maddox-ftreet, 
in whofe houfe his Lordfhip had apart 
ments. It appeared, that foon after the faé 
was perpetrated, the girl complained of being 
extremely ill, was put to bed, and attended by 
Mr. Stonehoufe, the Apothecary; that the 
next morning fhe related the manner in which 
fhe had been treated ; that upon her miftrels 
being informed of the matter, after advifing 
her to go into the country and hufh the affair 
up, fhe difcharged her. The miftrefs was not 
prefent, but Lord P. in an addrefs to the 
Bench, confirmed the girl’s laft affertion ; and 
gave it as his opinion, that if a rape had beenat- 
tempted, Mrs. Hoadge would have been alarm- 
ed, as fhe was fitting at the time in a parlour 
direétly under the room where the fcene was 
tranfacted. The profecutrix having fworn 
pofitively to the charge, both fhe and the apo- 
thecary were bound over to profecute, 

Tuefday, March 10, 7 

A commiffion is direéted to Lord Chief Juftice 
De Grey, the Lord Chief Baron, Mr, Baron Per- 
rott, Mr. Juftice Afton, Mr. Juftice Afhurit, or 
any two or more of them, to enquire into the pro- 
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ceedingsin the late} udgment of disfranchifement 
ef Mr. Alderman Plumbe,. and to reverfe or 
affirm fuch judgement if any errors fhould ap- 
peat, At the fame time a writ of error to the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, com- 
manding the record and procefs to be brought be- 
fore the faid Commiffioners for their infpection, 
Saturday, March 12. 

This afternoon there was the greateft 
fring tide that has been known for 40 
years pat, owing to the high winds and the 
land waters ; it flowed through the gateway of 
the wooden bridge in New-palace yard, and 
was within four or five feet of being in Weft- 
minfter-Hall, Several houfes in Weftminfter 
were full of water. 

Sunday, March 13. 

Two grooms exercifing their mafters horfes 
in Hyde Park accidentally meeting, they ran 
againft each other with fuch violence, that 
both the horfes were killed on the fpot, as 
was alfo one of the grooms; the other being 
greatly bruifed, was carried to Hyde Park 
Infirmary. 

Monday, March 14. 

A letter from Fulham fays, ** On Thurf- 
day laft we had the higheft tide ever known 
here; towards the top of the tide it fuddenly 
flowed more than a foot in a few minutes; 
the marfhes are overflowed feveral miles round, 
and fome fheep in a field near the water fide 
were carried down by the ftream and drown- 
ed; boats were rowed in feveral gentlemens 
gardens, and the watermen landed their fares 
in the middle of the town. 

“ At Kingiton the water reached up to the 
Town-Hall, and fpread over far the greater 
partof the town, ‘The people could noc keep 
the market there on Saturday laft; anda great 
deal of damage was done by it in feveral parts 
of the town, efpecially to Mr. Roles, brewer, 
whofe lofs is eftimated at toool. It has under- 
mined the church fo much, that the damage 
is fuppofed to be at leaft 3001. befides tearing 
up the graves, &c. and doing a great deal of 
hurt by the river fide, both here and at other 
places adjacent,” 

The waters were fo much out on Friday at 
Maidenhead-bridge, that the Newbury, Read- 
ing, and feveral other ftages could not come to 
town that night, Staines-bridge was likewife 
impaffable, and the waters have beat down the 
banks of all the fields adjoining, which makes 
it look like a deluge. 

The waters on the Birmingham, Worcefter, 
and Gloucefter roads, were equally alarming ; 
all kinds of travelling in divers places being 
tendered totally impracticable. 

. Letters from Briftol, Bath, Reading, Salif- 
bury, Southampton, and other parts of the 
Country, mention the damages done at thofe 
places by the late rains. 

ae Tuefday, March 15. 

_ William Frankland, (who, in January fef- 
hon, wag convicted at the Old Bailey, of dif- 
‘arging a piftol loaded with Jead bullets, at and 
gin Thomas Miller, E 1g; ) yelterday gave 
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bail before Mr. Recorder to tranfport himfelf 

for the term of his natural life, purfuant to 

the conditions of his Majefty’s pardon, and 

was difcharged from his imprifonment, 
Saturday, March 19. 

The following remarkable anecdote of Com- 
modore Boys, late Lieutenant Governor of 
Greenwich hofpital, may be depended on— 
When he was firft mate of the Luxemburgh, 
a Jamaica-man, ia her return to England, it 
was fet on fire by fome accident, and the crew 
all perifhed, the above Captain Boys and an- 
other officer excepted, who efcaped on the 
wreck, They lived many days in the mot 
miferable manner till the officer died, when 
Captain Boys lived upon his dead corpfe while 
it remained fweet, and then eat the fiehh off 
his own fhoulders, till they became quite bare 5 
and after living twenty-two days in this dread- 
ful fituation, he was happily relieved. 

Thurfday, March 24. 

This evening the chriftening of the young 
Prince was performed in the Great Council 
Chamber by the Archbifhop of Canterbury. His 
Royal Highnefs was named Adolphus Frederick, 

The fponfors were, his Serene Highnefs Prince 
John Adolphus of Saxe Gotha, reprefented by 
the Earl of Hertford; this Serene Highnefs 
Prince Charles of Hefle Caffel, reprefented 
by the Earl of Jerfey; and her Royal High- 
nefs the Princefs of Orange, reprefented by the 
Countefs of Effingham. 

LEB T CIBC Ul, 

At Hertford, fentence of death was paffed 
on ten convitts, viz. John Ferris, alias Cliffe, 
alias Cluffe, John Prat, Jofeph Seal, John 
Flint, William Sharpe, Richard Darley, and 
John Hopkinfon, for highway robberies ; 
Richard Randal, for horfeftealing; Joha 
Kempfter, for theepftealing, and John Bellis, for 
ftealing money in the houfe of William Bonne, 
Randal, Kempfter, and Bellis were refpited ; 
but the others fuffered, 

At Reading, four perfons received fentence 
of death, three of whom were reprieved, and 
only Richard Hoare, for breaking into the 
houfe of Richard Rhoby, and ftealing wear- 
ing-apparel, &c, was left for execution. 

At Chelmsford fentence of death was paffed 
on Mary Algate, for ftealing apiece of printed 
cotton, in the fhop of Elizabeth Wallis ; Joha 
Litchfield and Jofeph Everet for houfe-break- 
ing ; Charles Davis for a burglary ; Thomas 
Fordham, for a burglary; Thomas Kendal, 
for a burglary; and William Higgs, for the 
wilful muMer of Richard Lambert. The judge 
before he left the town was pleafed to refpite 
all the conviéts except William Higgs. 

At Salifbury, Thomas Avery, for ftealing 
a quantity of cheefe, &c. Ephraim Holling, 
for entering a houfe, and ftealing' upwards of 
12 guineas; Nicholas Read, for ftealing a 
theep ; Thomas Comly, for affaulting Eliza- 
beth Chivers, attempting to tavifh, and robbing 
her of 24s. aad John Hughes, for ftealing a 
mare, received fentence of death ; but they are 
all fince reprieved, 
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At Aylefbury, John Milfom, for robbing 

Jofeph Lucas on the highway of 211. with his 

t-book, and fix bank notes to the amount 

of 120], John Ironmonger, and william Nath, 

for robbing John Turner on the highway ; and 

John Garner, for fheep-ftealing, received fen- 
tence of death, 

At Worcefter, William Hamilton, alias John 
Bagnall, and John Jofeph Boulton, alias Duck, 
fur robbing the thop of Mr. Lutwyche, watch- 
maker, in that city, of a great number of 
watches; Edward Goodhall, alias Qnions, for 
entering the houfe of Mr, Morris, ftealing 
two guineas, and moft cruelly treating Mr. 
Morris and his wife; Henry Griffiths, for 
ftealing out of the houfe of Mr. Mountford fe- 
veral things; and Samuel Stringer, for ftealing 
amare, were fentenced to be hanged, The 
judge reprieved Henry Griffiths and Samuel 
Stringer. 

At Warwick, the following received fen- 
tence of death, viz. Elizabeth Bradley, for 
ftealing out of the fhop of Mefirs. Cappers in 
that town, 14 yards of printed cotton, and 11 
black filk handkerchiefs; John Shilton, for 
breaking open a houfe, and ftealinga purfe with 
16 guineas and 8 half crowns; Will. Thomp- 
fon, a boy about 12 years of age, for ftealing 
from his mafter John Darlefon, 21 half crowns, 
and attempting to murder him; and William 
Dawfon, for ftealing acow. ‘They were after- 
wards reprieved for tranfportation, 

At Bedford, four prifoners received fentence 
of death, but were reprieved, viz. William 
Freeman, for a highway robbery; and James 
Kitchener, Tho. Abrahams, and John Foulkes, 
for fheep-ftealing. 

At Siafford, three perfons were capitally con- 
victed, viz. John Ford, for forging a bill of ex- 
change for 30]. with intent to defraud John 
Hollins; William Hooe, for breaking open the 
houfe of Thomas Summerfield, and ftealing 
two 36s, pieces, 13 guineas, one half guinea, 
and a quarter guinea; and James Wilkes, for 
horfe-ftealing. 

At Coventry, Thomas Pickard received fen- 
tence of death for ftealing a gelding. 

At Maidftone, five prifoners received fen- 
tence of death, viz. James Fenn and Richard 
Roberts, for horfe-ftealing ; Francis Streak, for 
theep-ftealing ; and Jonas Mount and Samuel 
Parry, for highway robberies. James Bilby 
was tried for the murder of Thomas Tubb, and 
found guilty of manflaughter; and Mary Clifton, 
for the morder of her baftard-child, was ac- 
guitted. Roberts, Streak, and Mount, were 
afterwards reprieved, 

At Exeter, nine received fentence of death, 
viz. William Chilcott, for flealing a heifer ; 
Robert Eccritt, for ftealing fundry things out 
of the houfe of Jofeph Squire, a merchant ; 
Robert Dummett, for burglary and felony 3 
Mary Furfe, for a burglary and felony; Mary 
Burdon, for ftealing fundry things out of the 
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houfe of William Old; John Auftis, for fet. 
ing a mare; James Berry and William By. 
wards, for ftealing out of houfe of Thomss 
Cobley, 173 guineas, three 36s. pieces, ¢s, in 
filver, a filver cup, a pair of filver buckles, 
and fome notes and bonds; and William Cob. 
ley, for horfe-ftealing. 

At Hereford four received fentence of death, 
viz. Thomas Saunders, and David Hughs alias 
Morris, for theep-ftealing: Samuel Aymifs, 
for entering the dwelling-houfe of Thomas 
Baylifs, and ftealing thereout one filk hand. 
kerchief: and Mary Jones, for felonioufly tak. 
ing a box with money,rings, &c. out of the houfe 
of Thomas Hankins: T. Saunders, D. Hughs 
alias Morris, and Mary Jones, were reprieved, 
and Samuel Aymifs ordered for execution, 

At Bury St. Edmond’s, Humphrey Scott, 
for breaking open the houfe of Chriftopher 
Harper in Bury, and ftealing a confiderable 
quantity of plate ; and John Hardy, for theep. 
ftealing, were convicted, 

At Shrewhbury, eight perfons were capitally 
convicted, viz. George Wilmot Knott, John 
Lavine, and David Price, for horfe-ftealing; 
John Davis, alias Ingram, for ftealing a fur. 
plice and piece of communion-plate; Edward 
Bowen, alias Preece, John Poole, alias Dud. 
ley, and John Price, for fheep-ftealing; and 
Samuel Wheatley, for breaking open a thop, 
and ftealing fundry articles, Knott, Bowen, 
Poole, John and David Price, and Lavine, ae 
reprieved ; and Davis and Wheatley ordered 
for execution the 3d of April. 

At Leicefter, four perfons received fentence 
of death ; one of whom, viz. Benj, Bamford, 
for robbing Mr. Clifford, of Burton Overy, of 
upwards of 40 guineas, was left for execution, 

At Nottingham, Jofeph Shaw received fen- 
tence of death, for breaking into and robbing 
the houfe of Mr, Topott, of that town, 

At Thetford, the fix following criminals re- 
ceived fentence of death, vizy Jonathan and 
Henry Jex, alias Jaques, for houfe breaking; 
James fex, for houfe breaking; Thomas 
Hardy, for ftealing a gelding; Richard Raby, 
for ftealing a mare; and Mark Coe, for a burg- 
lary in the houfe of Mr. John Hill, at Tattere 
fet, farmer, and ftealing a bag containing 
329]. 17s. gd. 

Before the Judge left Thetford, he repriev- 
ed Jonathan Jex, Thomas Hardy, Richard 
Raby, and Mark Cole.—Henry Jex, alias Ja 
ques, and James Jex, are ordered for execution. 

The following prifoners were capitally con- 
viéted at Kingfton affizes, for houfe breaking 
and footpad robberies; viz. Thomas Brandfell, 
Edward Clark, Elizabeth Felton, David Mor 
tis, Stephen Scarlet, and Edward Wood, 

At Bury, five perfons received fentence of 
death, viz. Humphry Scott, for houfe break- 
ing; Fletchy Martin, for horfeftealing; John 
Hardy, Chriftopher How, and William Hora, 
for theepitealing, 
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